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S BASKETBALL

Birmingham Marian swept the
decade, The dofending Class A
state champions won their 10th
cansecutive district title in girls
basketball Friday with a 65-51
victory aver Oak Park.

In many ways, this year's mla
is the most antisfying for Marinn
coach Mary Lillie-Cicerone.

Sure, the Mustonga ncoded
two overtimes to defeat Onk
Park for the championship last
fall. But Marinn had a sonsoncd
team lost year that knew how to
play in clutch situations.

‘This year was totally different,

BY BRAD EMONS
bon\nn.ﬂoc homecomm.net

When he coached at Datroit
Cooloy, Ben Kelso captured
three consccutive boys state
chnmpionships (1987-89).

But Friday night’s stunning
46-44 district final win at Livo-
nia Ladywood probably brought
a bigger smile to hia face.

With his daughtor Jennifer
leading the way With 18 points
and Euﬁyynh Bibbins adding 14
pointa (all in the first half), the
Blue Jays won their first district
girls title of the decade.

“It's been a lot of years unnn
thia happened — over 12 years,"
said Kelso, whose team
improved to 21-1 overall and will
face Dearborn Fordson in the
regional semifinals, 7:30 p.m.
Monday at Ladywood. “The kids
wanted it so bad and I wanted it
80 bad for them.

Lillie-Cicorone started two
gophomores, a junior, and one
senior alongeide returning voter-
an Crystal Andrews on Friday,
But the Mustangs made veteran
plnya down the stretch to clinch
their 16th district title in Lillie-
Cicorone's 17th year as coach.

*We've won a lot of districts,
but this team has como a long
way sinco doy one,” said Lillio-
Cicerono. *Wa felt if we could
beat Oak Park and win districts
that's a big, big thing for us.

“Last year was tough (against
Oak Park). We didn't play well

B BASKETBALL
Southfield then hed the

and Oak Park played great,” she
snid. “But we played reaily well
today. We played as a team and
stayed within the concept of
what we wanted to do. And they
didn't get out of it.”

Marion took a 10-2 lead, but
the Knights stormed back and
trailed by just four points enter-
ing the second quarter. Onk
Park crept to within one at half-
time, 27-28.

Tho second half featured six
lend changes and there was
never more than a five-point dif-
ference.

The Knights held a 3836 lead
entering the fine) quarter and
hiked the advantage to 43.38

the rim, sending the Blue Jays’

fans into a wild celebration,
“We had a three-minute
ht where we missed wide-

lead to five, 43-38, on basket by
Bibbins (after a steal) and a
ghort baseline jumper by frosh-
man Kineta Taylor,

After a free throw by Jazmine
Williameon put Southfield ahead
46-42, Ladywood drew back to
46-44 with 17 seconds remaining
on an inside bucket by Liz
Obrecht.

With 16 seconds to go, Lady-
wood fouled Moore, who missed
the front end of a one-and-one.
But Blazers turned the ball back
over on a steal by Bibbins.

With 3.2 seconds remaining, *

Bibbins stepped to the line and
missed the front end of another
one-on-one.

Obrecht snared the rebound
and passed the ball up court, but
ersten Barnes' desperation

“You have to und d these
girls all grew up in the same
community and have known
each other since they were 3
years-old.

Ladywood, the Catholic
Lengue ruancr-up and winners
of the.last two districts, bowed
out at 16-7 overall.

The Blazers led 17-9 after one
quarter and didn't relinquish the
lead until 6:26 left in the final
penod when Kelso, a 6-foot-11
senior, acored inside to make it
39-38,

th t pt did not hit

Mustangs perfect in districts during decade

shortly into the fourth. However,
Marian outscored Oak Park 17-8
over the next five mlnutu to
socure the victory,

Junior Amber Mazza netted
nine of those ts, including a .
big putback of a missed free
throw by sophomore Kennice

ran that put Marian up 63.
48 vnth 1:26 remaining.

*We took our time and I felt we
did a really good job in the first
half, but they got back in the
game with us missing some good
lhnu, said Lillie-Cicerone. *We
wanted to take some good shots,
and be super patient because
they can run some faat breaks

- and shoot the lights out.

sprained ankle and bloody nose,
fmhbnd with 10 Obmd:b, ﬂu 6-

*“They have superior athleti- o
ciam, but we did exactly what we |
luntod to do. If they gave us the

mlgwotookit.'ﬂuyzofuru
lot of steals, so0 we knew if thoy
gl::‘tmfttbay’dbamtafpul- -

“We were confident and we felt
we could win this game if we did .-
those things,” she said. “The kids«:*

just played super

today.”

Andrews led Mnrhn with 21.
points, She also had nine..
rebounds, Mazza finished with -

13 points and Katie Solner eight. .

Marian (14-9) will play Ply-
mouth Salem in a regional game .-
Monday at Birmingham Groves. -
High, starting at 7:30 p.m.

Southfield success proud moment for Kelso famlly

Moore, the team's primary bnll <

nlna poinu nnd 11 rabmmds

lund]er, Wl{l “-hnddled with !'our .
That pmmpwd Kelso to mm o

open layups and open
that we normally makn Lady-
wood coach Androa Goraki said.

. “ When we didn't make those, it

gave their team an opportunity
to come ba

Ladywood shot itself in the
foot with seven fourth-quarter
turnovers, many unforced after
getting Southfield to cough up
the ball.

“When we needed to get the
ball back, we'd come back down
and throw it away, which is
uncharacteristic of this team,”
Gorski said, “I think we pan-
icked. Maybe our hends weren't
in it for some reason.”

Melissa Harakas, who made.

the Blazers’ only three-point
shot of the night, led Ladywood
with 13 points,

Sister Mll:he“e hampered by a

Warriors ;.. pu.s:.

Allen, whose team finished the season 7-16, “They’re very solid on
the defensive aide and they're solid on offense, g0 they have both

ends of the court covered well.”

Hillscy was one of eight Captains to reach the acoring column.
Junior forward Devon Hillstrom contributed 14 peints, to go along
with six rcbounds and three blocka, and seniors Jill Frazier and
Haley Slade chipped in six points spiece.

Senior Carey Coomer was the lone Warrior to score in double fig-

ures with 10 points.

, Over-
came some adversity of its own.

Bibbins, a 5-9 senior, sprained
her ankle just before the end of
the first half, but later returned.
Kelso also hit her head on the
floor midway through the final
quarter and was wobbly.

And to make mattera worse,

toa y game with 6: 16..,

to go.

"Wc were hurt, tired and we
wanted to get the game to the
end,” Kelso said. “Jennifer said,
“Don't take me out.’ And Bibbins
told me, ‘I can hurt tomorrow,
put me buck in”

Who says You Can't Judge A
Book By It’s Cover?

Available at all bookstores, or call
Sleeping Bear Press 1-800-487-2323
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THLETE of the WEEII

. AT HOCKEYTOWN CAFE:
Tuesday - Ladies’ Night with
105.1 The Groove * 6-9pm
y - Mid-Week Meltdown
with Tic Tak of 93.1 WDRQ
Frlday WCSX Work Force '
‘ ' quyH ure6-3PM
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LAST WEEK'S WINNER

CHARLIE STAMBOULIAN

Farmington
North Farmington High School

Presented by
TOM HOLZER FORD

Tune in WIR 760 AM each

Friday at 7:40 a.m. and hear

the Athlete of the Week

announced on Paul W. Smith's

morning show.

To submit your nomination for the High School Athlete of the Week:

1. Send us up to one page of information about the athlete’s involvement in
sports, community, academic achievements and any awards he/she has
recelved. Include the name of the high school and a picture of the athlete.

2. Include your name and daytime phone number.

3. Send your nomination to:

2301 Woodward Ave. * Detroit, M1 48201 * 31329659500
~ Next to the Fox Theatre ~

SHUTTTES TO JOE LOULS ARENA FOR FVERY RED WINGS HOME

BE SURE TO CATCH YOUR

GAME!

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24 vs. ST. LOUIS » 7:30pm on Fox Sports Net

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26 vs. EDMONTON * 7:30pm on UPN 50
Every game broadcast tive on WJR 760AM

Enter to win Detroit Red Wings Tickets!

Check Today's Classifieds Section
to See How You Can Enter to Win!

WJR 760 AM
2100 Fisher Building, Detroit, Ml 48202
Attention: Athlete of the Week

or
FAX to: 313-875-1988
Tune in to WJR 760 AM Friday moming to hear the winner announced!
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