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Under the nghecﬁvo Ieaderahnp ofCEO Doug

Devel-
opmunt Corpornunn haajuat uaued a
AT ey report, Di for
's Future.

Among other things, the roport argues that
nhignn 's economy needs to 80 way beyond
meotal bending. It id three
[areaa where Michigan has a real i
jsdvantage against other states:
B Advanced manufacturing, which means
‘highly flexible, short run, nearly customized
;mnfacl\mnx cnpabihly. an extension of our
'ax{sﬁnz base i in mgulnr mnnufnctunng

ters for
Intemat 2, the effort to produw the next vorsion
of the Internet, is in Ann Arbor, Everybody
knows how fast the Internet is changing the
‘entire world, and it only makes sense for Michi-
gan to take fulleat advantage of the IT capability
now emerging right here,
' An enormous chunk of life sciences research
s now going on in our universities where, for
" égxaraple, the University of Michigan leads the
noation is sponsored research, much of which ia in
things medical and biological. State government
hu pledged to plow $60 million per year into life
initiatives now ing at U-M, MSU

“and at the Van Andel Institute in Grand Rapids,

“The potential here is awesome,

What MEDC wants to do get peoplo focusing
“on how best to get there,

The report recugnizes, for example, that the
skills and intelligence of our work force are vital,
But the perception of many Michigan's brightest
young people in that there are “hotter economies
to work in and coolor places to be.”

The report suggests some good ideas such as
tax mductlnns and tuition support for college
and technical school stud and p! of
careers in technology at high Bchoo!s Using
.money from the tobacco lawsuit settiement, Gov,
Engler has funded college scholarships at Michi-

"gan schools for kids who score well on every sec-

.tion of the 11th-grade MEAP test. This alone

should encourage many bright kids to stay home
for college and, hopofully, thereafter.

..One idea, not mentioned in the MEDC report,
‘has been kicking around for years: Establish a
‘Michigan Math and Science Academy, where the
brightest kids in the state would go to get really
:perious math and science training from the best
;teachers in the state, It could start 88 a summer
pmgmm modeled on the music curriculum of

:l.ncer]ochen, but there'’s no reason it could not be
;nuumuncl apd residentinl, Certamly a state
ﬂaq‘t proposes to spend billions on prisons could
iafford to spend & few millions on an institution
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that might keep our science and math whizzes
here in Michigan,

Ariother area highlighted by the report is
infrastructure. This begins with adequate roads
and effective airports and ends with high band-
width fiber optic connections into every home
and busihess. Around a third of the Michigan
‘business leaders surveyed in the MEDC report
counsider Michigan “in the dark ages” when it
comes to technology. )

A uouple of yem 880, Iserved osa member of

ion Technology Commi
slnn Supported by a generous grant from the
Kellogg Foundation, the Commission chewed on
how best Michigan could become a world leader
inIT,
One of the ideas that came out of our discus-
sions was to create the equivalent of the
Baldridge Award —a ngomna and much sought-
after award given to companies that absolutely
excel in their sector —~ for local communities that
get their information technology infrastructure
in order4Towns that, for instance, require devel-
opers to put fiber optic connectiona in all new
homes and offered incentives for phone and cable
mmpunles to retrofit existing structums with
fiber could be certified as “Technol

Some election activities prompt concern

for asking me to write a periodic column on

current events and government issues.
This initial column will comment on the
recent local elections in Farmington and
Farmington Hills,

Firat of all, let me congratulate the win-
ners - Mayor Nancy Bates and councit mem-
bers Vicki Barnett, Barry Brickner and Chris
McRae in Farmington Hills, and Joanne
McShane, Bill Hartsock and Jim Mitchell in
Farmington.

Both cities are in good hands and the

ly-otocted officials, working with carry-
over council mombers will continue to move
our two communitios forward. At the same
time I would like to thank challengers Steve
Dibert in Fi and George
Paul Molin and Ron Oliverio in ¥

Iwnnt to thank the Farmington Observer

much Jocal government home rule as they can
get away with (House Bill 4777 is an exam-
ple) the use of state elected officials’ PAC

Hills for offering their candidacies so that the
issues facing the two citles could get an airing
during the clection campaign,

Having snid that, I am concerned about a
couple of dovelopments that took place during
the campaign. One was the effort by Lt. Gov.
Dick Posthumua to funnel monoy from his
special political action committee, or PAC, to
somo of the local candidates. To their credit,
four of the candidates targoted for the PAC
donations from Posthumus turned them
down.

‘Thoy wore Bates, Hartsock, McShane and
Mitchell, Our atate representative made at
least one contribution from his PAC. We don't
know whether Oliverio recoived any such
PAC money eince his financial disclosure was
ﬁled four days late nnd it did not list any con-

Friendly,"

We reasoned that once folks understood what
such deaxgnahon could do for local Joba and eco-
nomic P nnturnl

could spur impr in infra-
structure through the entire state without hav-
ing to rely on the heavy hand of government reg-
ulation,.

Reading the MEDC report is encouraging. It
suggests the time has paseed for hand-wriuging
about the state of our economy, and it providea
focus for what needs to be done to grow a diversi-
fied and henlt.hy economy into the coming mil-
lennium,

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
munications Network Inc., the company that
owns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-
ments, cither by voice mail at (734) 953-2047,
Ext, 1880, or by e-matil at
ppower@homecomm.net.

734-327-1350
{Now Open!
2190 Ann Arbor-Saline Road
Ann Arbor
Ann Arbor North:
734-741-9500
(Infarmation Center Openl)
1901 Ptymouth Rgad
~ Ann Arbor
Farmington Hills North:
248-538-9200
(Models Now Openl)
29681 Middlebelt Road
Farmington Hills

Call or visit a Sunrise Assisted Living

to meet our dedicated, caring staff and cxpen‘emr a
truly bome-like quality care alternative  for seniors.

Our residents benefit from:
» Wellness program supervised by licensed

nursing staff
* 24-hour carcgiving staff and security

» Individualized scrvice plans to meet specific care

needs uf residents
ol

® Three delicious meals 2 day and snacks

* Activitics, social programs and weekly excursions..

® Scheduled transpomuon

* A special “Reminiscence” program for those with
. Alzheimer discase or othcr memory impairment.

Northville:
734-320-4000
{Info Center Open)
. 16100 Haggerty Road
Plymouth

Rochester:
248-601-9000
{(Now Open’)

500 East Universtty Drive
Rochester

SUNRISE

ASSISTED LIVING®

tri other than his own personal
money.

These PACs are bocoming prevalent at the
state and federal level among partisan office-
holders, The money is often raised from lob-
byista and other special interests. The holder
of the PAC often uscs the funds to try to influ-
ence partisan elections in districts other than
his own,

The Poathumus gambit was probably the
firat time such funds were nlwmpwd to bu

money ide special i money) seta g
dangerous precedent and can result in nega-
tively impacting Jocal governments and their
ability to protect the quality of life of its resi-
dents.

The second development that raises my
concern is the way the Farmington Republi-
can Club handled its endorsernent process,
‘While the Republican Club should be

lauded for its invol t in the el
and its sponsorship of two candidate forums,
the way they treated one candidateé in .u
dure is to be questi :

qid tvad

After the
enough support from tbe endorsement inter-
view committee to merit the club’s backing,
the candidate was told there waa no endorse-
ment. Later, the candidate was assured by
the club's chair that there had been an

4 the Republi H

But when the Republican Club ran advertise-
ments listing their endorsements that candi-
date’s name was deleted from the list.

During my long years in politics my experi- -
ence has been that once a candidate receives
an endorsement that person is entitled to,
and receives, nlI the support gwen to every
other end ding a listing
on slate cards or newspaper advertisements.

1 hnpe thnt in !.he future if any orgnmza-

used to infl Jocal g
which are non-partisan, Usually, local cam-
paigna are financed by donations within the
local community and from friends and rela-
tives who may not live there,

Coming at a time when the mood of L’ha
Michigan Legislature is to try to erode as

tion of that *
the process be open and fair to all supported
candidates.

Aldo Vagnozzi, the formcr Furmmxton Hills
mayor, also served as & nmm eouncil member |
and school board member. :
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Modsel 38172

&

Poweriite Snowthrower
Our No.1 Selling Unit!

Sale Priced at
: *
$41 gsﬁ)etc-,oil Start
" Model 38172
Elecine Start

s469°

Model 38182

Big Performance
Throws snow tp o 25°
Moves up to 1000 Lbs of snow per minute

Wabsits - www.ior0.com

Until April 1st, 2000

To Qualilied Buysrs

AUBURN MILLS/OXPORD  COMPIERCE TWP. DETROMT PARMINGTON MulLS
King Beos. & Blades  AAA Lawnmower Floncer Salcs Inc, Ul
2301 Poutlac R4S 8053 Commerce 15042 Schaefer Rd. 8534 McGraw 28610 Grand River
1060 3, Lapcer Rd. i
PARMINGTON HALS GARDEN CITY UVONA §
Welngartz Cotmmercial NAR Power Equip.  WRIGHT'S HARDWARE |
39080 Qrand River 27740 Ford R4, SAPSS Flymouth R4, 27430 Joy R4, 29150 W. 3 Nile N4, 5
nrs. MT. CLEMERS NORTHVILLE, PLYROUTH REDFORD q
Southlase Outdoor Stak's Senvice &  Rark's Outdoor Saxtoss Osrden COeorge's Lawn X
Power Equipment Nardware g, ter Mower Gales i
27400 John R 328 Case Ave. 16050 Northvitle RA. 587 W, A. Arbor Trall 26118 Piymewtn 84, |-
MOYAL OAX souTIreELD TROY q
Rivesview Lawan & Blllings Peed Store Mr. Mower of Trevarrow Ace Welngmts 3
713 5, Maln Southiicid Nardware 48041 Van Dyke
13839 Port 8. 28819 Oreenfield 97 W, Long Lake R4,
TEAPORD WESTLARD WESTLAND
Quality Lawn Equipment Daves Bugine & I?q-unl
8398 Dixie twy, Mower
6513 mkater R, 1l033~ml‘.

No Payment/No Interest

Pricos may va dealer




