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'RAGE time

Harrison students eat lunch, talk community service in club

This marks gnother install-
ment of Today's Lesson, an occa-
sional series that chronicles
claasroom activities in Farming-
ton Public Schools.
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ust three days after their
bockwards “Morp™ prom
drew rave reviews with
classmntes and faculty, membera
of Harrison High School's RAGE
student club were treating it tike
old news.

That's
nothing
derogato-
vy, mind
you. It
was just
time to
move on to
tho next
thing for the socially minded
lunch-hour club, which meets
and eats every Monday with
advisor Tim Russell.

During a hectic scasion in
which club members still man-
age to get in their lunch and con-
versation, they also awap dia-
logue with Russcll as they tulk
about:

W Setting up a parking lot pep
rally for the Harrison marching
band, which was traveling that
week to Indiana for a tourna-
ment.

@ Doling out responsibilitics
and tasks in order to organize a
week of January events to com-
memorate the birthday of Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.

W Working out assignmenta

RAGE on: Harrison teacher Tim Russell moderates a recent lunch-hour session of RAGE.

for a district-wide community
service telethon, slated for
February.

W Deciding who would lead the

charge in helping plan future
dances such as the *Morp,”
which was co-organized with
Students Ageinst Drunk Driving
as a laid-back lark. Designed to
be the opposite of a prom, kids
and teachers wore casual dress
and ate ordinary food. More
importantly, about $760 was
raised for the Deaf, Hearing and
Sign Language Center of
Detrait,

Another topic was & holiday
community service project, the
Snlvation Army Adopt-a-Family

rogram.

“How many of you are intor-
ested in shopping for a family?

Get nome names,” said Ruasell, -

a teacher with a perfect person-
ality for RAGE. He is commu-
nicative, flexible and able to give
and receive information in a very
informal sctting. Most impor-
tantly, he is able to command
respect from the teens while still
allowing them plenty of latitude.
Russcll has led the club since
it was organized in b

club. Thirty parents also are
helping the kids with various
endeavors.

During the meeting's *multi-
cultural report”™ segment, Russell
and students talked about the
King weck. A skit about peaccful
resolution of student conflicts
apparently will be part of the

1997. Each year, it has enjoyed
rapid growth in both numbers
and popularity. Only six mem-
bers comprised RAGE (which got
its name from the phrasc “rage
against the dying of the light”)
the first year; 30 members joined
in 1998-99; this time around,
there are 80 studenta in the

“Now listen,” said Russell,
upping the vocal volume. “Prior
to that week, we'll have someone
come in from outside to teach
you how to resolve conflicts.
(That person} will instruct you.
... And then you'll role-play and
present it to the other students.

“The issue last year was why

Capturing the moment:
Dave Kinchen videotapes
the lunch-hour meeting.

didn't we do something for il::

(King’s birthday). We're chang-

ing that this year. Start plan-.

ning. We're going to make that
week grand.”

Next, Russell emphasized lhu;

need for studenta to help with
the tailgate send-off for the
marching band.

‘When the room got too noisy
for him to hear his own words,
however, Russell waved his

arms.,
“Nowhere did I bold up a sign
that said ‘Chaos.” :
Quickly, order was returned
and business resumed. :
“We sometimes get caught up
in (backing) the same groups.”
Russell continued. *It's easicr to
support the football team. Bu¢
we're going to show our suppor{
(for the band). :
=I need somebody to put this
together, Who is going to do it?" -
When responses weren't com<
ing faat enough to suit Russcll]
he made a comment that would
make Dale Carnegie smile. -
“You know I love the energy,?
Russell said. “But we have to gef
this done.” :
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RAGE isn't just about rais-
ing awareness about social
isauea. There's plenty of time
for fun. Some events include
bowling, staff-atudent volley-
ball and soccer matches, flag
football and a “hayrideless
hayride.”

During fasat-paced, brown-
bag lunch hour meectinga,
RAGE club members and their
advisor help plan those fun
times.

Of course, since it was
formed in September 1997, the
club has spent plenty of energy
focuaing on issue-oriented

Those have included
poutryjund mural contests
prpon ok Pl

campus beautification and
“RAGE-ing Against Cliques,”

Club getting noticed: Ed
Cleland, president of the
RAGE club, said the
benefits of joining the
group are starting to

known g

an after-achool di iol
group which delved into how
cliques are deatructive to
school unity.

Founding club advisor and
Harrison faculty member Tim
Russell and others recontly
talked about why they think
the club is catching on.

“It's tapped into a need. I feel
the atudents have to have a
connection,” Russell said. *So,
through a (combination of}
community service, social
activitica, multi-cultural activi-
ties ... it just scems to be some-
thing they flock to.”

Russell, whose T-shirt
included the inscription “rage
agninst the dying of the light,”
words from n poem written by
Dylan Thomas, said the club
helps atoke the inner fires in
teens and cnablea them to
“seize the day.” .

One factor ia perspective.

For example, Russell tries to
help the students succeed for
the right reasons. That means
focusing on learning instead of
achieving a particular letter
grade, or deciding the reason
they do community service is
to help those in need - and not
because it would look goed on &
student transcript. .

Harrison Assistant Principal
Dennis Noe stopped in during
a recent RAGE mecting and
couldn't help but feel good

students.

about what he saw and heard.

“The enthusiasm of the
group is renlly something to
watch,” Noe said. You give
some of the responsibility to
students and they'll take it and
run with it.”

One such example was
sophomore Mindy Marks, who
quickly responded after Rus.
sell asked for volunteers to
plan upcoming club-sponsared
student dances. Mindy helped
organize the recent "Morp”
bac) hence an infi 1
prom) and said she'd like to
put together n luau-themed
dance.

Such dances, she explained,
“get people more into RAGE,
and they get some to join. ... I
think it (RAGE) is a really
good idea.”

After the mecting, president
Ed Cleland, a senior, talked
about why RAGE is becoming
the rage ot the Farmington
district school.

“The reason it's growing so
strongly is people see what
we're doing for the school and
ather individuale,” Cleland
said. "People are jumping on
the bandwagon. ... RAGE gives
us an opportunity to do charity
work and have a great time,
too.”
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