Rt

The Observer & Eccentric/Thursday, November 26, 1999

‘Dogma’ takes cynical, comic look at religion

BY JON KATZ
SPECIAL WRITER

Carl Reiner's “Oh God” (1877)
gave us George Burns and a
Borscht Belt take on the Old Tes-
tament. In Kevin Smith's pro-
found and profane comedy-fanta.
sy *Dogma,” the Lord fs angst
ainger Alanis Morisotte. If you
can accept that, the rest of the
often clever, quite pro-faith plot
may make perfect senso.

Loki (Matt Damon) and
Bartlaby (Bon Afflock) are fallen
angels of death, Expelled from
Heaven, they'vn been command-

ed to live in Wi in for the

The two discover a loophole
that will allow them back into
Paradise if they can pnss

TO! the archway of a newly
rededicated church in New Jer-
say. But for two fallen angels, to
return home would prove an
infallible God to be fallible; this
would negate everything and
cveryone ~ starting, wo assume,
with New Jersey.

To prevent Armageddon, the
Voice of God (Alan Rickman) is

dispatched to enlist the aid of o
human to save all humankind.
They choose an abortion clinic
voluntaer, Bethany (Linda

})

length of human existence. This
is some crue] God we're talking
about here.

No random choice,
Bethany is — stand back, now —
the great, groat, great (ropeat a
fow dozen times) ... nioce of

Jesus, It seems that Mary and
Joseph did a bit of begetting of
their own.

And there's more, lots more.
The 13th npoutle. for oxample.
He's an angry young man named
Rufua (Chris Ror_k)‘ who literally
falls from the sky to help out.
Did he really know Josus, aaks
Bethany. “Knew him? He owes
me 12 bucks.* Apparently they
liston to 2000 Year Old Man”
albums up there, a8 Rufus rips
off ald Me! Brooks punchlines
with no remorse. And why
haven't we heard of him? “I was
left out because I'm black.” Just
what we need, an apostle with
an attitude,

*Dogme” takes on a lot, and
spende a lot of acreen time

LY

e

St s

1

erranenes

P

B S BRVYER & - L N TR 0
DARRIN MICHATLA/LIONS
Comed Matt Damon and Ben Affleck in a scene from director Kevin
Notionsl Ansesents | ELIO I CHOKHAND G) seooanm ook ey | Smith s latest effort “Dogma.”
LN COMUTTLOTIGS MO TS THE DONE m muugg r;v)w . laining Catholic doctrines enough below :Iie suphcmuris that inspired Smith. .
t Shewas — THE BACHELOR (PG13) mmcoumnw)w s such as plenary indulgence, language and “Lost in Space Fiorentino as the modern-day
* A 114 P — THE INSIOEN () Mostercard Accepled which ia an eternal amnesty of effects (a demon from the bowels Dorothy brings nothing qpucml
T I%N i Showeast THE SEST WAX (1) — | sorta. At the heart of the film, of the earth is a poop-monster to the role, And Smith, himself,
mﬁfmm AL COURLTI TS DO TS - however, is writer/director that emerges from a toilet). teams up with Jason Mowes for
URITEAR m]vgmld. Star Southfield Smith's assortions thot an idea  Afflock and Damon do the the fourth time in his films
: mﬂ# o”%}m"{ﬁ'u ]zmmrwm 30400 Prouth L. is better than a belief and it Butch and Sundance routino as  (*Mall Rats,” “Clorks™ and “Chas- :
Pacts o i Mm b o % Dsited Arthcts Commerce 3132613330 ?nn&n t mnttler what you ll':mre wei:dnsnt:nl{ contamgn;;ur{ duo lslzlg Atngyb) as hipaters Joy and
Towmship 14 aith in ae long as you have could; Rickmen and Rock aro lent Bob.
%m‘ﬁmﬁ% "”"m&‘ Home Sudmodbon2613] oatd Aﬁmﬂommebsﬁ ";"‘m‘,‘ el | faith, v each hilarious in delivering their _ Many of those who flock to this
L Shows Wed Tt FLi St ﬂmﬁs!w\ Just North of the ntersection of 14 750 vy ey, For all its controversy, planned  very different typos of humor. film may find Jay's unceasing
NP SLEEFY HOLLOW L O DONTAS W0 TO ARCAE DT W“ "t or not, *“Dogma” is as pro.Blble George Carlin as a cardinal is  foul mouth funny. '
NP THE WORLD IS MOT OGN 10 73000 id ook as it is i d religion. great casting, as it was Carlin's It may or may not be o sin, but
ENOUCH (PG33) NP THE WROLD IS WoT i “"‘m‘mm Thers s a real “Wizard of Oz" original comedy monologues on it has long ago stopped being |
L4 (l)) B‘”wa' ['.’2) B NOT # Aéaufddng &%ﬁmu&p« swoetneas thero if you dig far  his parochial schodl upbringing funny.
NP THE MESSDNGERJOAN OF NP POKEMON () ENOUGH: 067 (PG13) Mqu” . R
A nmm(h )
wily | Ay | eumamn | Lo COMING ATTRACTIONS
NPTHE m
NP POREMON (¢) OF THE NP THE MESSENGER: JOAN OF [H ] R
poma e, | esmispe ey N AT 1) Scheduled 10 open Wadnesday, Nov. 24 gar, Gabriel Byrne, Robin Tunnoy and  because a gifted and unprinclpted
¥ ® i NP ANYWHERS BT HERE A TFLAWLESS” Kavin Pollack. young totent Is seeking to roploce him.
THE Hs0Ek FOPAD e o Lo
' NP BN [0 ALK o m Man- 11 hee Comedic drama of a rotlred security The coach who steuggles Lo remaln
HOUSE ON CRLFOF COMPLIT LTI MO TS fopl Ok Schedulod to open Friday, Dec. 10
H [ © o (42810 guaed who suffers : nlg\:a ond nll‘h ﬁ“_-‘-—_—" true to lr:’ Ilﬂh”“ l:la: drow him to his
: BESTMAN KT m.smég assigned to o rehab prdgram whic Remarkable story of a guard ina career, & 0 ambitlous young cwnar
Includes singIng lossons with his . af the team. Stars Al Pacino, Dennis
;‘mm ) mm M#:mm o muum&fnu m%@vm neighbor, s drag quoen. Stars Fobart  Southert pBeth SR o BLASE quai. '
a | mEmomonpéy | THEBONECOUETOR ’gg MENG OIRALLOYIGH () [ DO N0 and Phitip Soymour Holfman. - o1 arge. Based on the 1986 serlsl-  Schedulad 1o open Saturday, Doc. 25
b belort 500 pm mwm‘?ﬂi TH Km “TRAIN OF LIFT" fzed novel by Stephen King. Stars Tom oo e eeee
Shovass Darbem 14 bl L WU OF THE 1) | cuwoeemumssonss | g Il town, avlli . . UBERTY HEIGHTS
e 'm?wwm W o T AR ) Gl AR | S i 0 e i own A aromatc ook at o 1l o tmes
13-561.3449 OFUS —_— Nazl Invaslon. Stars Lionel Abelansk| “ANNA AND THE KINQ® of a Baltimore famlly In the mid 1850s
a?ﬁmm THE BEST HAN Ui MR TINO Rufus, Clement Herarl end Michet S0t In 18th cantury Thalland, tho true  which focuses on Issuos of raliglon,
Somutl§ wm&m DOUSLE JEOPARDY —— w Mullor story af tho relationship batween o roce and class distinction wrltten and
G Son, 43 vmW&TW British schoolteacher and the KIng of  directod by Barey Lavinson, Stars
7 lae Showsfr & S b S 218 Voodward MSM‘WM “TOY STONY 2° Slam. Based on historical informotion.  Adrien Brody, Bebe Nouwlrth and Joe
: NP SLEEPY HOLLOW CRL R COUNITT LETRGS 0 TS o A soquel to ho 1995 animeted come-  Stars Jodio Foster and Chow Yun-Fat,  Mantegna
+ WP DENOTES VO PASS KP THE WORLD IS Wmm DOCOXNTED SN2 dy, Buz Lightyear and follow toys . tegn
M ENOUCH 1? N Dot o s THESTRAKAT STORY (G must savo thelr pal, Woody from “CIDER HOUSE RULKS 5 *MANSFIZLD PARK"
AP LT HOLLOW » ) $ar Winchester Inpgenets PRINCESS MONONOKE. { becoming a museum plece, Starsthe  CIP8SIC story of 8 YOUnRg man's extraor-  gaeey an tho book by Jane Austin, the
W THEWORLD IS w7 @ | 11385 Rochesir i Wrdhester . v ?l? 3 { . volcos of Tom Hanks, Tim Allen. Don dinary Journey: faeving homo, fInding 4401y of g young woman from @ poor
. BRAGA(G13) NP ANTWREAE T HERE b ety . FLRAS JouREY Ricklas and Jim Vamey. love and finding his place In the world. ¢ 8BRS R Ll
: ’MTV& | m““ Master Cad mﬁ“f?’m AL 0N CONYTY ST MO THE fased on tho bast-salling nevol by ﬁ':::ll";l at Ihalr estote. mel:n ilylu
Nl ”ﬂg‘l’ﬁm adited bt FG13 4 Y] Do oF DAYS" John teving. Stars Tobey Magulre. arrange @ marringe thi ‘t n :tsurn her
THE DOME! m ! o P oo s« ——————— | Setat the down of the new millennl- age that w .
' NSO . ¥ um, this thrllier foliows Saten's vialt to  Scheduied to open Wednesday, Dec. 22 placa In soclety, but o high spirited
" st oM UG O PORENON ) — fafcd JImABLLLE, | Now York City In seaich of a brde with  “RY GSVEN SUMDAY nature and [deas about love will make
: [} THE DOML m m mps.n "?‘m 'ls'm um whom ho hopes to rule the naxt thou-  Drama about @ en aging star quarter- 1t & dlfficult proposition. Stars Frances
. plaries S m %' sand yoars. Stars Arnold Schwarzensg:  back wha i3 induced to pisy hurt 0’Connor and Jonny Lee Milier,
w f 1300
”nll!n’ﬂﬂl ASTRN
3'9 prm | Hihd | Film lacks behevablht focus
T PRCHG §1004 5P ’
THE BSDEN g
RGN LT O [ )
mmm(nw) - SPECIAL WRITXR n battle:
e Mille
Wn& Some hunbadnds ;Iu;? theill; Jovovich
: L) wives on a pedesta. ranc! ;
m% MR THEATRES ﬁlmmakar Lue bl}rlsluon put his ;‘;-'(A;_c'm;n
9 THE WORLD B T skt O nittminisie e
- R (Pt S doy adrrce ks kb, ‘nn the big screen with thou-
HY-dovAr d gands of extras. A few husbands Messen-
'“ A ] | mﬂ’g’“‘m may think of thoir wives as a ger: The
T DOME m e it Wl WMM Zuhaz. Bi?suon'a wa; e]a‘st B8 o:;le. N Story of
¢ ™ m S lhed HENN free Lelion Dk & nd then, to beliove the Joan of
. ‘i ol Thoste tabloids, she left him, ;
sk 2% pin k. hoad NNTWIERE AU HERE (PC1) Pt Frankly, their off-screen lives Arc”in
B R W55 w may 1pmvo more exciting than theaters
: ZMH R VO MESSENGER (1) WY mno.l-q‘n tlus test retelling of Joan of now.
B e’ THE STRAKAT Y .
1 % . Anedfin e b THERAORLOR (%) Q AMERCAN P Barom the details, one warn- Jick ol :
1o e in) :  Befo . , ;
| § s b Dy Wz | N M| wmdsmmsons ing ia in order. “The Messenger” g0, she must wear men’s cloth- locks, she's a redhead. She tells
3 b w is not the film to take your cate- b d lead the English i :
S L6 ot the ¥ in, ear arms and lead an e English troops lined
: (:m-lhuﬁ RNy ! m U T | chism student to. He or she will nrg{y. againng her ou‘inulmbargs B
{ 1ate o i & St ¢ NI learn about Joan, all right, but Joan convinces Charles (a forces, *I have a mesange for :
NP OOSIOTES NO PASS ey Sﬂlkgkdld. alao about the ianguage the prissy John Malkovich) and his  your King Henry from God - :
3 frerTd SE. comer M-S9 & Wiliams Lake English used to describe her. It mother-in:law (Faye Dunaway) homnl Wall sorry, but she lwku
SUEPY SOLLOW () ™ . : Y in very plain English, not how of her divinely blessed mission, like Opie tolling the school
e Teeive Oals el
: Wpea ANORCE AT () © g W ow Sovke Une we thought they talked in the and indeed wins a seriea of bat-  bully that his father’s the sher-
)"'m T ST AN () - 610 ristine 15th eentury A groun- tles before being betrayed by iff. Finally, at the burning, she's |
’“ﬁ. ‘&) AMECAN -’m mlgf audianeaﬁmmed "l'h l'.l‘?l' ot\:kn peopl: nnt:'i !i:ulin:sdl at  pl %‘iﬂly l‘: bnfnetw ¢
DOWNE ~| % u're s ntem!ed ) e stake aa a heretic in o.battle acenes are well
UG ﬂm’ II IM Somd thbes h- e :is an a Besson (“The Fifth Element”) staged, albeit quite graphic (a *
Exporionca o B effort that :] visually attractive p{lesenk‘a Joan ns a pml'lt fied lldd. lt::% is b:wT?)d l:'gxln are scat- .
and ly detailed. Yo shivering and stammering about), but the troops and .
umuﬁnn UBTHHNAL | ,,,..i:‘.",‘;‘,x o itraznes hee  things ke, *T am the drum on  their uniforms all look alike. At :
aumonnowiene | B00:EWEIENT | u m 1;;!Illaam p:;m:n and ;l;:;:l; Gvds{‘- bi:aclil?gk o:;zlhi: }::;:t{ou cuuld tell Spartacus
| ] or older sister raped and mur- ge. e 08! R
AR LY dered di the bicody Hun- her teznper foolish in battleand Where 'l‘lw Mnnsn er” is
g 7 -.m-r dred Ynurra,'n\;‘ln.A Jocidi ac- Now all this' meaningful is in Joan’ sgprieun :
H : R iy e | . . (% tor in the war was who would mizht well have been true, but scenes, where she is confronted -
ity 9 Wyt crorinl RS TR » - control the city of Orleans, Only by her (@ hooded and :
- 2 oocks Wat of Mddbelt nm one gmuwu}d save France ..a follow her; t.hnvlownr is just nat bearded Dustin Hoffman). Only
fo o oy owe e wns | - m 08 convinced an they were. here is Joan’s uncertainty
0T BNO! Im Soon -M Joan hears volces . Jovovich in armor is out of believable, but the fact that her
i PR h % from the lky and has strange her element. As an actress, conscience is so much smarter
3 _ '.’lﬂ . o » ahe's a terrific model. And than she is bocomes confusi
» L] vizions. She is, she is told, the ng.
L MR chosen one who will restors What's the deal with her hair At one point ehe says “Get thee
(2] n 0 France and give aid to the color? She's & sunny blond to  behind me, Satan,” which only
nnnunn n- . e  Dauphin Charles so that.he m&-‘ with. Bom::ll'har‘: in the  adds to tho muddle that is *Tho
might be crowned king. To do e, after cutting her long easenger.”



