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Stepping into
Tempormill
Recording Studio
in Ferndale Tues-

Town Pump in Detroit. It was out-
side the Town Pump that band's
moniker adopted meaning. Echlin

' was approached — in a Detroit

alley — by & man who ssemed to

sounds of a
strumming gui-
tar, and the quiet,
reflactive expres-
siona of a group of
musicians warm-
ly welcoming me
into their domaln,

If you haven't already hoard of
Give, chancea are pretty good
you've acen these musicians por-
forming in other successful bands
aver the years. Sing i

know i ho wax a musi-.
cian, The man said four profound
words in referehon to the band and
its muafc: “God is visiting Earth.”
Give is nn acronym for those words.
Give formoed Joas than two years
ago with Georgo and Echlin at tho
helm, just an upright bass, lap steel
guitar and the sound of George's
voice. Additional instruments and
musicians were added into the
sound which has como to signify
the baod —~ a genre Flyan calla

Ferris Goorge, basalst Ray Echlin,
guitarist Allen Liggett, drummer
Seott Spollman and fiddler Jim
Flyon have mado their way in and
wround the local music acens, each
searching for the perfoct combina.
tion, the porfect sound. Together,
they seem to have found it.

Creating a buzz

Give members are currently
working on what will becoma their
first album, and performing regu-
larly in area clubs, Music fans
might have caught thoe band at a
Whitney Garden Party, or perform-
ing at “Pumpatock” outside the

meodern rock (oven
though the band dossu't really fit
any particular mald).

‘The creative approsch

Songy, like the melodic “Up and
Down” and “Something Unpre-
dictable” are carried in the fore-
front by George's voice, Jyrics and
acouatics. Flyno's fiddle gives a
modest, romantic, and gently per-
vasive side to the muale, Give is far
from your typical drum tar
rock combo. “Ferris writes the
lyrica,” anid Echlin, *He'a got the
gift of word,”

But as far as music goos, the
band bounces idcas off one another.

Writing music {s a collaborative
and somewhat apontancous effort
for Give. “It's more emational,” said
George, atrumming softly on his
guitar. “We just sit {n a room and
watch the vibe happen.” Echlin said
the band’s songa develop from s
simple riff or the initial boom of &
bass line. Even if they argua over &
song structure, the baadmates
they are passionate about the
music. Echlin said he doesn't
alwaya use words to exprees wharo
he soes the music going. :
“You can communicate it easler
with & guitar,” ho sald. "Often I find
myself scatting a drum or Ferris
will hum a basaline in my ear. A lot
of times these idens will stick.”
Give's aong lyrica take on the
anme sort of life of their own.
admitted that: “Sometimea ]
don't even know what the theme of
the song’s going to be..If you trust
it, it comes out almost perfect.” The

* true test of the music, according to

Goorge, is the emotionnl impact it
“Is it hing me?™ he

adds confidently, *It's always & posi-
tive reaction. People come and lis-
ten.” While you might bo moved to
dance or sway when Give takes the
stage, it's more liksly the muaic will
capture your attention and your
mind. "Some of the music is kind of
trance-y,” Liggott explained,

Flynn added of the typical audi-
ence: “They get into the zone with
us”

What's most avident about this
group of musicians is the passion
thoy share for making music.
Liggett eaid the passion for per-
forming and making music simply
somothing you're born with, some-
thing he's alwnys wanted to do.
From tho firat show Give performed
as a five-piccs, a benefit for a fellow

asks of a song. “If it touches mo it
must touch someone else.”

But Flynn insiats the real magic
of Give is to bo experianced in a liva

‘venue.

Echiin — who at this point is
providing the appropriate "inter-
view mueic” on & nearby plano,

Sounding Off: More music reviews

Local musicians moy submit
full-length compact discs, which
- have been completed or released
no more than three months prior
to submission, to the newspaper
office. Send materials with a doy-.
time phone number clo Arts and
.Entertainment, 36261 School-
craft Road, Livonia, Mich. 48160,
. We do not guarantee that all sub-
. missions will be reviewed, but
+ well try our best,

* David Mead
. The Luxury of Time
RCA rds

Since Fat Boy Slim and Len
have made smart pop singles hip
again, music fans should be
primed and ready for David
Mead,

On his debut album *“The Lux-
ury of Time,” the guitarist/com-
. poser takea his clever, shrouded
lyrics and laces in upstart
| instrumentation to create thir-
teen instantly familiar tunes.
Comparisons to Squeeze, Elvis
Castello, Beck and even the Bea-
tles are almost unavoidable, yet
this is the work of a young artist
whose vision is sckly-ovmeﬁi and
ot i

and integral chapters in a collec-
tion, rather than mere footnotes
to thae big hita. :

But with a fat bass guitar, a
retro Wurlitzer, the Havana
horns and lyrics in the
“World of a King,” Mead proves
he can pump out glossy tomes,

The familiar themos of love
and loss are evident throughout
thia album with a seemingly
endless array of emotional twista
and turns. Mead recorded “The
Luxury of Time” with Jason ~
Lehniong and British producer
Poter Collins, whose credits
include Brian Setzer, Jewel and
the Indigo Girls.

The result is a tight debut
effort which hearkens back to
classic pop style - not lost in
time — but merely luxuriating in
ita inexhaustibility.

Garth Brooks
In the Life of Chris Gaines
Cepitol Records
When it was announced that
Garth Brooks' latest release
would be an alter-ego rock con-
cept album, fana and foes were
H 3abl fused. And

usical

With “Touch of Mascara” and
‘Breathe You In,” the i
tenor redefines ballads as warm
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when comparisona between his
*Chris Gninca” and David
Bowie's “Ziggy Stardust” began

circulating, there was no choice
but to offer up a bit of skepti-
cism: *You, eir, are no Ziggy Star-
dust.” - L

Trouble is *Garth Brooks ... In
the Life of Chria Gaines" s good.
1I¢’s not groundbreaking, but it is
an ambitious attempt by the
man who bas sold more albums
than any recording artiat save
the Beatles,

The album is billed as a *pre-
soundtrack” tog movie. Whether
Brooka retains the Trent Reznor
wig and artey “soul patch” to
play the capricious ruck star is
still a Paramount secret. Pro-
duced by Detroit-aroe native
Don Was, “Gaines” iz a carefully
crafted, solid production which
pulls from many musical genres.

“Main Street,” co-written by
‘Trisha Yearwood, draws heavily
from Dylon, and “Right Now,”
which combines a '90s rap with
the Youngbloods' classic “Get
Together,” is the album’s most
compelling tune.

Though Brooks has the talent
to reach beyond the confines of
country, his rocker persona takes
no unneceasary rieks.

~— TEVIEWS BY ALICE RHEIN

ician at 8t. And Hall, he
said “We all knew it was somsthing
zpecial”

Davo Foeny, owner of Tempermill
Studio end sound enginoer, knows
firat-hand how the musicians work.
“It's an intereating collective,” ho
aaid of Give,

“Their strengths nre their oxperi-

L g
STAY TUNED

| Somewhere . betweon &

Turkey-fnduced slumber and

foatball scares there’s a space

for alternative rack hit-makers

Third Eye Blind. ‘The band

Give it all: erndale band heads into loal sto

ence of being around the block,
knowing what it takes to put some-
thing together,” ndded Foeny, whils
working on a song. “Their weakness
{s their experience of being around
the block. It's & double-edged
aword. Everyone has a strong opin-
jon”

Those strong opinions only serve
to make the band's passion for
music that much more noticeable.

“The album is gaing to bo & work-
in-progress,” said Liggett. With five
songs near completion, Give is com-
piling material to sond out to
rocord companiea and radio ata-
tions, while completing e full

um,
Therv's no better timo for a group
of dedicated and tmlented musi-
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v
cians like Give to seek the lime-"%*
light. “Detruit’s & real hotbed,” said
Flynn of the musical talent Mh‘_.v,a

the motro area. It's enly begun
receive recognition as such on

first atarted together, how
well we just * said Liggott. ¥
As for future aspirations, Echlin

just want to share the music with a**
lot of peaple, to give the musicout”
See Give perform Friday, Now. 26+
at Liti's 21, 2830 Jacob in Ham.
tramck. Call (313) 875-6555.

Ter

hanic Angelyn Casola can be':'

Stepi ly:
reached at (734) 953-2130 or e-mail

at scasola@oe. homecomm.net.

the Box Office

play sbn(l ‘ukq Barenaked
Ludies -“One  Week” and
's

adt-forward, -

names iiko X '
miflndlnwiyhxswhdwd

oot )

Friday, Nov. 26, 8:00 p.m.
Sarurday, Nov. 27, 2:00 p..
Saeurday, Nov. 27, 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 28, 2:00 p.m.
Sunday, Nov 28, 6:30 p.m.

and all perfarmances December 16-26

will debut their new single .
“Nover Let You Go” at balf-tims (248) 377-3300 |
on Thanksgiving Day. Look )
for the band on Fox Tolevision ‘ﬁ;}wls also available at all
during the Detroit icketmaster locations.
uowcmp,su; Football . (248) 645-6666
game, which kicks off at 12:40 Presegied
p.w. Thursday, Nov. 26. The with e generous support of Supported by
#805g is {a;tnred :n Thirglﬂyo Dbserver (5 Eccenkele
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Percy Eledge’s “When a Man St Do 5t 3
Loves & Woman" and Smokey SPECIAL FAMILY DISCOUNTS Sunday, Dec. 5. 3
Robinson's “The Tracks of My ~THANKSGIVING WEEKEND Thursday, Dec. 9, 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 11, 2:00 pn.
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Y dinner
Toast

Hills

servations...

g with your choice of
gembination ot Veg

1y Extravaganza designed‘
&0 the sophisticated music of’ "H

Premium Bar Package - 6
ow at 12:30 including Coney Dogs,

lectors Plate and Champ
Each Guest! _ ’ :

Payment by Viss, MasterCard, Discover, Cash or.

(734) ac2-a3"
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