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Conversations ...

. between his political agenda and his
:‘rt, Obviously, the line is intentionally

What is “art?”

But inovitably, the decision to
exhibit his “art” must be based ;m a
quab e iud hether it ia
indeed “art.” That judgment belongs
to the DIA. (And when it comes to
deciding what's art, curators should-
n't shy away from an artist’s demon-
strable mastery of his or her chosen

um.)
In essence, the DIA did not consor
Bourgeau’s work. He was free to cre-
ate his own interpretations of “shock

H if Bourgeau was willing to
modity his work, why was It
;hoeonuuhlp" when the DIA

offensive nature of the plece
- simply asked him if there
was an aiternative descrip-
tion?

(which used the *n word®). If he was
willing to modify his work, why was it
*“censorship® when the DIA - also con-
cerned with the offensive nature of
the piece ~ sin?ly asked him if there

ex%d g jon. E fall
ot an easy queation. Especial
considering the laat 15 years of"uhor.{
art” and a tradition of p ive art

Rudolph Guiliani’s opposition to pub-
lic funding of art mu broad:

curators and artists think that "shock
art” is a romedy for our collective

the debate about the role and p
of y art in a d ?

that dates back more than a 100 years
with the optical painting innovation
known as Impressionism. Indeed, the
notion of “shock” has a different con-

B, f Tacnd K

Struggles at a museum gain more
-attention than dealing with social
prob!’ama of violence, poverty and

jon for each g

Sign of the times

In the span of a few days, what
unfolded at the DIA was the type qf
controversy that makes good copy for
the 24-hour news channel and a hot-
button topic for the stream of conver-
ional drivel on talk shows.

There's no doubt that an art exhibit
can evoke a powerful response. The
question, b . is whether an art
exhibit can be about more than an
individual artist's bowel habits or
notions of identity, +

On the aurface, the DIA and
Bourgeau became locked in the ongo-
ing First Amendment drama about
whosa right takes precedence.

Maybe, for a moment, both should
Euve asked what waa the point of

’s exhibit. The point, if there
was one, has to do with how we've
become so numb by the onslaught of

eficit ? “Shock art”
is an end in itself. Yet there's a rub:
“Shock art” is a reflection of who we
are, a society that thrives on one spec..
tacle after another,

Maybe there’s a chance to get-
beyond political corvectness and reac-
tionary responsea to figure out what's
at stake, and what's important, The
DIA must become more accessible and
relevant to the needs of a highly
divergent population of the region.

And porhaps, now more than ever, a
serious discussion must ensue about
the need for a legitimate contempe-
rary arts museum to enhance the
encyclopedic DIA.

But as long as artists become
instant media stars and misunder-
standings keep artists, curators and
museum directors fighting with each
other rather than joining together for

information and imagea that we can't

cven find the time to reflect. We sim-

ply await the next jolt of controversy.
In reactionary times, what makes

the sake of the arts, we'll continue to
be distracted.

1t's time to ask: What lies beyond
the 15 minutes of fame?

art,” many of which are dorivative Wwasan Lty Like past controversies involving
and hardly o_ﬂg‘lnn;}d\:hn the DIA :'?0 power o{sBoutggau s depictions of h ls, strange
got something they 't expect, they displays of body fluids and dung-laden
had a change of heart. And, according 1y passed down from cne gene 0 paintings, the dispute at the DIA Is
to Beal, they still wanted to work with the next, into a dis th ple of how cur cult
find a promi of. . . has become self-consumed, bizarre
M hile, B laimed any  Of course, the question that most 5,4 reactionary.
modification to his exhibit would be Ppecple who are unaware of the history “Does what passes today an “shock
hip. Yet he confessed that he and relovance of "shock art” are ask ;14> fogter a broader debate about art,
had already prepared an alt tive Iing 18: “:hat. }f_nnythmg. about e religion, sex and gender? Who's
description to the Brazilian nut piece Bourgeau's exhibit could be consid- fooling who? Did Jesse Helms’ or
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2300 Featherstone Road ‘Want to publicize an arts
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§ s chieniary smicRpey WU BOOK FAR
Jeweley, China and Baked The Wayne State University
For More Informaslon Press Council is sponsoring
L Call (313) 885-3618 *“Noel Night Book Fair” 3-8 p.m.
# FREE ADMISSION Saturday, Dec. 4.
The book fair will be held at
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With our Holiday Shopping Packege, you'll SAVE BIG while
taking care of everyone on your holidwy gift kst. We'll drive
you to Great Lakes Crossing just 10 minutes away for a day of
night of great shopping, then pick you up whan you're throughl
Afterwards, take a dip in our indoor pool of whirlpool, enjoy 8
sauna, get energized with 8 workout in our fitness center, of
simply kick back in the spacious comfort of your own two-foom
suita. Package includes a suite with separata living room and
bedroom, full 1 ing 9
reception, nylon tote bag, ever 100 discount coupons offering
savings throughout the mail, a $25 dining voucher good at four

a;mxh of Fourth Street) restaurants in the mait and more! For resarvations, call toll free:
Royal Ouk 886-642-4754.
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And with only 15% down, you avoid paying private mortgage insurance.
NsabieugpmS{.ooo,ooo.mferdmn payments at great rates. -
NO points » NO application fee* « NO title cost

NO closing costs'» NO appraisal cost

Telephone Loan Center 14800°DIAL+FFM (1+800+342-5336)
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Old main Building, Wayne State
campus ot the corner of Cass
and Warren. ’

The first annual event will
bring together 26 area authors
who will autograph copies of
their latest books. Authors
scheduled to appear include
mystery writers William Kienzle
and Loren Estleman; editorial
cartooniat Draper Hill; histori-
ans Arthur Woodford, Philip
Mason and Roberta Hugbes
Wright.

Also participating are anti-
quarian book deal James Bab-
cock and aviation historian
Philip Handleman. Actress/

How-to: Carolyn Vosburg
Hall’s new book illustrates
sewing techniques to help
readers create their own
bean bags.

Honorary chairs are Frank
Angelo, former managing editor
of the Detroit Free Press, and
Erederick G. l&uﬂ‘ner,ﬁ Jr.é

ture and historic reprints. .
For information, eall (313)
886-8534.

CREATE YOUR OWN TOYS

With the holiday aeason in |

mind, Carolyn Vosburg Hall of
Bloomfield Hills haa released her
new book, “Sewing Tiny Toys,” a
guide to create amall toya uaing
common materials such as felt,

beads, ribbons, pipe cleaners, .

and lace.

Hall has also written 12 other

how-ta craft books. Her recent
book is divided in gections fea-
turing different conatrusction

techniques, learning to create .
sewing patterns and translating *

a drawing into sewing.
“Sewing Tiny Toys" is avail-

able at local book stores at ama- -

zou.com.

For more information, call
{248) 853-7264.
ANDERSON MOVES TO I'RAM

The Anderson Gallery, former-
ly of Pontiac, has moved to 135

Pierco Street in downtown Birm-
ingham.

The gallery specializes in trib-
al art, and features artifacts and

der of Gale an
e iy

ey

singer Mary Callaghan-Lynch
will perform stories.

B

P of ref-
erence books, children’s litera-

y artists,
For information, call (248)
'593-6892.
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Gallery Shop

is the place to shop for all '¥our glift giving needs this holiday
and crafted holiday merchandise
In stock now and Includes:
Ceramic tiles, evening bags, handmade dolls, ornaments,
hand-dyed silk scarves, handmade photo albums, fine gold
and silver jewelry with precious stones, hand blown glass,
perfume bottles, photographs and paintings.

Holiday Sales Schedule

“Small Works” fine art sale
November 23 thru December 30 - DeSalle Gallery

Glass Sale

November 26, 27 & 28 - Robinson Gallery

Jewelry Sale

November 26, 27 & 28 - Robinson-GaIIery

Fiber Sale
December 2, 3 & 4

Extended Holiday Hours )
Monday - Thursday, 9:00 am - 7:00 pm
Friday - Saturday, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sundays in December, noon - 4:00 pm
. MAKE THE BBAC YOUR SHOPPING DESTINATION
1516 South Cranbrook Road

Birmingham, Michigan 48009
(248) 644-0866
WWW.BBARTCENTER.ORG
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