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Collection of mystery stories
makes an ideal holiday gift

“Irreconciiable Ditferences: 20
Mystery Storles,” edited by Lla
Matera (HarperColline, $24),

BY VICTORIA DIAZ
BPECIAL WHITER

Not long ago, cditor and writer
Lia Matera approached a num-
ber of award.
winning writars
with an idea for
a new antholo-
gy, and o
request that
they cach create
@ short mystery
tale for inclu-
M sion in the col-

i lection. Matera's
VICTORIA
DIAZ s that the
atory be struc-
tured around the theme of irrec-
oncilable differences,

In addition to her work as an
editor and writer, Matera is &
veteran attorney, and when she
made her request to the writers,
sho expected them to define the
term in the same legalistic way
that she did. .

“I was. . . delighted to see how
much more broadly they inter-
preted it,” she writes in her
introduction. “My years 88 o
lawyer had. . limited the words
for me, narrowing them to
diminished potency. Appropriat-
ed by divorce statutes, irrccon-
cilable differences had loat some
of the vigor. . .of its earlier, lesa
specific usage.”

The stories in this collection
are not just about irre{mrgblu
marital relationships (although
those are here); they also focus
on myriad types of personal rela-
tionships that have reached a
kind of impasse, or gone awry in
some terrible way that cannot be
“fixed"” by any court of law.

After all, adds Matera, “judg-

. in'g from crime statistics, o great

only atipulation - F

many conflicts contlm;a hto ery

poighbor, In the colorful and
i ive *Paleta’ Man,” by Lau-

out for v efther in
blood or money or tears,”

Come along on this diverse
and spino-tingling journey that
opena with “Tusk,” Joyce Carol
Onten’ dark account of adolos-
cent nngulnh. and closes with
Matera's own oerie tale, “It
Can't Bo True,” which also deals
with childhood's indelible brand
of omotional pain,

In between, mystery mavens
can delve into this collection a8
if it were Gump's box of choca-
lates. Some surprises can be
found aleng the way, nnd same
may really hit the spot.

If sopulchral humor is to your
taste, Eileon Dreyer’s “Fun With
‘orensice” will tickle your funny
bone. In it, “the new Forensic
Sciences Asgociation. . .strug-
gling to claim its place in the
pantheon of profesaional organi-
zations” finds, to its herror, that
it is “snddled with a member
who (ia) not only completely
ungualified, but a full-flodged
paycho to boot.” What the highly
image-conacious group does to
finally rid itself of miafit Wanda
Mummoerson is, shell we say,
extromely bone-chilling,

Extremes of temperatures
play a role in a number of other
stories. Ednn Buchanan's
“Miami Heat” shows us a man
on a sultry night in the crime-
ridden Florida city, losing his
family and porhaps his life
because he insists that hia
dreamy past has not evolved
into the violent present. Bill
Pronzini's “Wishtul Thinking”
also takes place during r relent-
lesa heat wave. In it, we mect
Jerry, an odd bird who lets off
ateam by pretending that he has
murdered his nagging wife,
Verna, in various ways. part
of his pretense, he announces
his “crime” to his next-door

rie R. King, an ice-crenm vendor
who comnmits a deadly deed pos.
soaaca just the right atuff for dis.
poaing of his victim's remaina,
Formor Michigan author Mar-
cla Muller, in “Up at the
Riverside,” writes of an aging,
goy coupla who, on inheriting a
decrepit hotol, come up against
irreconcilable differences regnrd-
ing its fate. Dospite the dark-
ness at the hoart of the tale, this
Sharon McCone mystery that
examines the past and the
future actually ends on an up-

note.

Also looking nt the intercan-
nectednesa of past, present, and
future is.Jeremiah Healy's well-
wrought story, “Legacy,” in
which his popular private eye,
John Francis Cuddy, encounters
a dying woman who fecls she
must break the law in order to
preserve her beloved family.

“The Perfect Rovenge” (Aman-
da Cross), *Buried Treasure”
(Sarah Lovett), “Juat Desserts™
(Judith Kelman), “Heart Break™
(Gillian Roberts), and Jan
Burke's “An Unsuspected Condi-
tion of the Heart" (the only story
not set in theé present} are sgome
of the additional tales examining
the common theme.

Naming the strongest story in
“Irreconcilable Differences” is a
little like picking apples over
oranges.

Though some pack more
punch than others, there's not n
really bad one in the bunch. If
you're seeking out the ideal holi-
doy gift for those on your liat
who love a mystery, you've found
it with “Irreconcilable Differ-
ences.”

Victoria Diaz is a Livonia resi-
dent who writes book, movie and
theater revicws for the Obscruer
& Eccentric Newspapcrs,

Here’s a holiday sampler of books
that deserve a place under the tree

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

You know what is is even before you tear off the
rectangular wrapping, but a boeok still is one of the
most rewarding gifts to receive, and to give:

For grown-up minds

W Phatographer Fred Maroon had no inkling of
its dramatic end when he began a project to photo-
graph the Nixon presidency. “The Nixon Years:
1865-1974" (Abbeville Press, $29.85 hardcover)
portrays the period, from Richard M. Nixon's elec-
tion to the end of his presidency with the Water-
gate scandal, with many photographa that have
not been previously published. Text is by former
New York Times columnist Tom Wicker,
kwell used to be, dismi

W Normon R

Hart H

y and Anne Knut: pile new

critical acclaim from modern critics, who appreei-

tury culture,

ate Rockwell’s contribution to American 20th cen-

B Aerial photography reveals the earth in fasci-

nating patterns and perspectives. “Earth from

Above® (Abrams, $66 hardcover), by Yann Arthus-
Bertrand, distills his five years of airborne photog-
raphy acrosa five continents and 60 countries.

For the young in age, outlook
B “Stormy Night” (Kids Can Press, $18.95 hard-

.cover), by Michele Lemiaux, is a serious, phile-
hical book for child i

their feurs

d by

critics as a mere illustrator. Nobody liked him
except, it secems, the millions of readers who
enjoyed his Saturday Evening Post covers. In
“Norman Rockwell: Picturea for the Ameri
ple” (Abrams, $36 hardcover), curators Maureen

Peo-

and questions about God, life, death, abandon-
ment, chance, happiness, sadness, and what-hap-
pens-if. Lemiocux, with simple text and drawings,
enables youngsters to grasp these abstracts. The
book, first published in Germany and subsequent-

d inte nine |

is winner of the

BOOK HAPPENINGS

Ragazzi Prize awartled at the Bologna Book Fair.

Book Happenings features
events at suburban bookstores,
libraries and literary gatherings.
Send news leads to Keely Wygo-

- nik, Observer & Eccentric News-

papers, 86251 Schoolcraft, Livo-
nia, MI 48160, or fax them to
(734) 691-7278 or e-mail to
kiwygonik@ oe. homecomm.net

LOCAL INTERESY
Northvlile resident James E.
Person Je, will discuss and sign
coples of his book, “Russell Kirk,
A Crltical Biography of &
Conservative Mind,” noon to 3
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 6, at the Uttle
Book Shoppe on the Park In
Plymouth. Person |s a greduate of
Plymouth Salem High School and
his book s an account of the
noted thinker Russal Kirk, who
8130 lived in Plymouth as & youth,
Kirk developed a unique philoso-
phy of conservative values and
perspectives. The Littie Book
Shoppe Is located at 308 S.
Main.
@ Author David Carson, who
wrote *Rockin’ Down tha Dial:
The Detroit Sound of Radio from
Jack the Beliboy,” will sign
coples of his book at the Detroit
Historical Museum. The signing Is
scheduled for 2 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. B, in the Louise C. Boath -
auditorium of the museum.
Carson, whose book was recently

!
ges]

by Troybased
Momontum Books, will be joined
by a few of the radio

WOMC-FM moming man and
Detrolt radlo Institution Dick
Purtan, former WXYZ end WJLB
radlo personality Jack Surrel and
veteran WIR end WJBK radio per-
sonality Clark Reid.

The program |5 presented In con-

Mite,

M Farmington Observer reparter
and Livonta resident Tirn Smith
wlll sign copies of his new book,
“Mirecle Birth Stories of Very
Premature Babies - Littie Thumbs
Upl® Saturday, Dec, 11, 1 p.m.,

Junction with the S new
“0n the Alrl® exhibit, which
ellows museum-goers to take a
walk through time and the area's
radio end television broadcast
history. The program Is free with
reguler museum admission.
The “On the Alrl” exhibit contin-
ues at the Detrolt Historical
Museum through April 30,
The museum, located at
Woodward and Kirby In Detroit's
Cultural Center, is open 9:30 a.m,
1o 5 p.m. Tuesday through Friday
end 10 5.m. to 5 p.m, Saturday
and Sunday. Admisston Is $4.50
for adults, $2.25 for senlors and
children ages 12-18 and free for
chlldren 12 and younger. Call
(313) 833-2805 for more Informe-
tion.

OTHER DOOK SIGNINGS
TV talk show host Mike Douglas
will sign coples of his new book,
“I'll be Right Back,” at tha
Barnes and Nodbie store in
Northvitie, 2.4 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 4. in “U'll be Right 8ack,”
Douglas writes sbout his mare
than 50 years of Invotvement in
television, Including his popular
late afternoon programs from the
1970s. For more Information, call
(248) . The store Is

featured, including current

located off of Haggerly and Six

Lokaside Malt, Hall
Road, Sterling Helghts, (810)
247-0420, ond Thursday, Jan. 6.
7 p.m. Borders Books and Music,
Oakland Mall, 14 Mile Rood, Troy.
Smith can be contected directly
at (248) 477-5450,

8 Author Sandl Brewer will read
from ond slgn copies of her novel.
“Murder for Beltene,” 7 p.m.,
Tuesday, Nov. 30, at Borders Ann
Arbor, 612 E. Liberty, The book is
set in Brennan County, Mich., and
telis the story of the Beltenes, 8
family like rione you've ever
encountered before, Consldeting
that Rhiannon Beltene Is a vam-
pire novellst and loves going out
for lca cream [ate at night, it's no
surprise that someone leaves o
bloodiess, embalmed body in her
path one evening, cspeciatly for
her to find.

BORDERS ROCHESTER HILLS
& Four Seasons: A Romence
Reading Group will discuss
*Beyou Magic” by Elizabath
Tumer, The discussion will be led
by remance suthors Metie Alien
and Jeanne Savery, both members
of the Greater Detrolt Romance
Writers Associetlon. The session
stants st 7:30 p.m. Monday, Nov.
29. Call (248) 852-0558 fot infor-
mation, .



