Niuhe Stattan Lt

the madness
of the
holidays

holiday shepping, has
bogun. And, it is
madness. Even if you,
unlike myself, bubblo
over with the spirit
and magic of the sea-

wouldn't think of giv-
ing up the holidays
for anything, it still is
madness,

mcots

' That's because the
__m Jjoyful, giving and cal-

obratory spirit of the
holidays never fails to mutate inte a
wraith of “I uught I should, I havo to,
I better, I need ..." and so forth.

1 think you know what I'm talking
about. That moment in December
when gold-colored cocktail napkine
won't do becnuse you need cocktail
napking with gold wroeathes, Othor-
wise, your holiday napkine won't
match your holiday china.

You've alap dacided you ought to
purchase a dozen or so halidey-scent-
od candles. They, teo, ahould be gold.

While you're out shopping, which
you secm to be daing cvery day, you
ronlize you aught to buy your boss’ dog
a Christmas present. Everybody else
in the office doea.

Hey, maybe you should buy the
next-door neighbor's kid's dog, & pet
toy, teo.

Annthur shuuld-dn is the holiday
newslotter. All your friends are keep-
ing you up-to-date on their lives, thus
you should, too. At the very least, you
should write something more than
“Sengon’s Greetings” on the 160 cards
you have to buy, address and send in
the next fow woeks.

{Other common “ought-to’s” include:
baking and decorating cookics for
Sunta (even though the kids are
grown and don't believe anymore);
buying co-workers token holiday gifts;
impulsively gotting into the spirit by
purchasing a red aweater to woar to
the annunl Christmas Eve party down
the street; making jars of relish to give
to each and every host at each and
every party you attend; and endeavor-
ing on projects inapired by Martha
Stewart.

Boefore you know it, your to-do list ia
imposaibly long. pmnful to conaldsr.

your

Don’t buy into ||

Yos, the madness, |

son overy yoear and | :

It’s a tradition

Shoppers ﬂock to malls after Thanksgwmg feast

BY NICOLE BTAFFORD
BPECIAL EDITOR
natafford@oe.humecamnt.net
Holiday giveaways.
Merchandise discounta.
An opportunity to finish holiday
ghopping enrly,
‘There’s a plethora of reasona so

Jakubowski, who, along with daugh-
ter Nicole, woke at 6 n.m. Friday
morning to join hundreds of other
shoppers at Oakland Mal! in Troy.

“You take off work and just shop. It
kind of sets the mood for the holi-
days,” said Jakubowski.

But Jakubowski and other ahop-
pore' post-Thanksgiving shopping tra-

overy yoar, topped her liat.

Like Jakubowski, Tina and Jackic
Lock, of Utica and their aunt Linda
Tanes from Indinna, “cruise” nowspa-
per ads on Thaunksgiving Day in
search of bargains, then develop a
shopping plan of action.

The group draggoed themselves out
af bed at 4 aan. Fri

BTATT PHOTD BY DOKNA XCLAUGHIIN

Always and
forever: Sis-
ters Tina and
Jackie Lock,
at left, with
their qunt,
Linda Innes
from Indiang,
have g tradi-

Troy after
T%Zynkagz ving

dinner at

iouse. Tlxe
trio rose from
bed at 4 a.m.
Friday morn-
ing, so they
could stop by
a few other
satores before

aways
people watch-

Jackie.

In gddition to getting a start on
their hohday shopping, taking advan-
tage of bargains and going home with
u fuw freobies, the Lock aistera enjoy
paying witness to the frenzy.

“We'll have atorios to tell all yoar
long” Tina eaid of shoppers’ behavior,
charging store

many shoppers head to
local malls and downtown
retail districts to shop the
day after Thanksgiving.
But abiding tradition is
probably their strongest

aa a cheorful, bohdqy giver.

And as a proponent of hnvmg fun

you can, this sadd

There are mun}'
“ought-to's” in this
waorld. That the holi-
daya cught to be fun
ia one of the few I
support.

Howuver, \mleu
you're willing give
up. your list of
"ought-to's” in favor
of a list of “I-can’s”
or *Pll-try’s,” you'll

the clock during the
next month, rather
than dmng nice,
thoughtful things
for family and
friends on your own
time.

‘cyasa
I,

gver.’

rebel pgainat the holidays by refusing
to buy gifta or decorate the house. Hey,
you even can bake a few cookins and
buy holiday candles, if you'd like. Go
ahead, buy a bone for the hoss’ dog.

but.de what you can and want to do,
as opposed 4p what you should and
ought to do.

. find cocktail nap-

skins with gold wreathes, by all means,
do it. Otherwise, buy a sat that will
suffice, Pick them upaube}hlhurk
store whon you're buying .

shapp!

yth,
Afriends 'lw are worthy
stress levels induced by abpyp!
actuglly care abant you
being, thus, -mlld pnﬁr ynu dklnt
woek g0 hard.on

fool like you're on |

¥'m certainly not |
recummendlnz you

The point is: do whatever you waat,

H you reasonably can and sincercly |
want to spond an.entive afternoon dri- |

cardp and |4
wrapping paper. It's called cne-stop-

In a day of rampant com-
wmercialism, a sea of mer-
chandise to choose from
and long w&;:m at cnmpuu;r
registors, shopping rituals
and mere tradition help Wch Diane
keep shapping enjoyable. «and Mary Bilek

“It's the religious shop- searchWestland

PROTO BY BRIAN MITCEALL

ditions are more elaborate
than just hopping in the
‘| car and heading to the
mall,

Jakubowski scans newspa-
1l per ads for merchandise Mall
lbargains and glvcawuys,
makes a list of items she'd
Jdike to purchage and jots
down a’shopping itinerary
and ranks her tasks by
impartance.

Dianey’s annual Christ.

day because, accord-
ing to tradition, the
needed to stop by
Target and Meijer §
before making their §
way to OQOakland

The day bofore,

Once there, they H
make & beeline to
Hudson's where yot
another ritual is
enacted - 0 wait in

line to purchase a Pit stop: Debbbeand
Hudson’s holidey Nicole Jakubawskz, of .

entrances, fighting
| for merchandise and
running down
| department store
il aisle ways.

“I think for me it's
the tradition of com-
ing and watching
these crazy people,
and knowing wao're
one of those crazy

la. 100,” said
ie, adding, “It's
Iun . Not shopping

: Winnie the Pooh Santa Bear Troy, rest rning today would be |
ping doy of the year” said Shopping Cen- ::.:‘:'fed animel, which “We have like a ree after am"wal weird, 1 don't know
Troy resident Debbie ter Jakubowski purchnses master ylnn;” said shopping at the L. what I'd do.”

- Bates in & Birminghas, to visit with chll-  GANTA COMES Y0 PLYMOUTH
" dren over broakfast, § a.m. and 11:80 aan, Satur- Santa visits with children i downt Pl th
Aay, Dec. 4. Photos with Santa are availuble. For every L f“ i 68 pan.on
additional information, call.(248).644-6882. Friday and oon-6 pan. on Saturday and Sun-
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Calet i vq little hing extra”on
Monday, Nav.” mmwwmw ., Activi-

HOLIDAY MAQIC

Absolutaly Baffling Magic presents Rudelph. the

Roindeer and 86 minutos.of magic tricks for.childran

.of nll agea on Baturday, Dec. 4 at the W

Shopping Contar. Show starts at 11 aum., 1 pam.

.and 8 pan., West Court near the J.C. Ponny entrance.

W‘m MADNESS
Raochester liold a moon-

light mndnw sale for the holidays, 7-11 pan. Fri-

day, Dec. 8. wnth a varjoty.of sales and discounts

ties includo h rides, lighti:
cevremony, caroling and a visit from Santa and real
reindeer. Also, merchants will give amall gifta to their
customers, 6-8:80 paxs. For more information, call
(248) 656-0066.

BREAKPAST WATH SANTA

Santa.cames to The Comunuaity House, 880 South

.dw Kallngg Park band shell.

Volunwm Irom the Livonia Angela Hospice
accept donations for thoir Tree of Life through Dec.

81 at Laural Park Place io Livonia, Hang & pi ayer
.arnament on the tree as a tribute to a loved one, in
Jacobeon’s Cowrt. For additional information, call
(248) 464-7810.

HOUIDAY JUNGDOM & BREANFASTS
A ‘magjestic throe-atory caatle comos to life for chil-

feom p 1g retailers. Charity gitt wzapping dren waiting to visit Santa at the Somerset Collec-
services. nncf downtown Rochester gift. wrtlﬁé? will tion through Doc. 24. The Children's Thoatce of
be available in the Third Street Atrium. Michigan acts as the castle’s royal family, jestors and
SANTA ARNYSS ENTER jugglers and will continuously entertain Santa’s

ol MRy L Fueluln the Nurth Grand Court area. Also, private
Santa sots up shop at 8 N Ceg- t the xvyal,fnml\y and Santa Claus
ter to visit with children farnhommphs duringthe  nre achodulod at B:30 mm. an both Decomber 4

mall's extended holiday hours through Dec. 24. For
a mall achedule, call (248) 6696272,

and 11. Tickets are priced at $10 on. For
information, call (248) 64346360, Forpers

Retall, style and special stare events are liat-
ed in this calendar. Plzase send information to:,
Malls & Mainstreets, c/o Qbeerver & Eccentric
Ncwlpapera, 806 Eaat Maple, Birmingham, MI

009, Fox: (246) 644-1314. Information muat be’
nauuod by 6 pm. Monday for publication. !Iw[ouow-
Ang Sunday.

. TUESDAY, NOVEMORR 3O
mu--mm |
Lynn Portooy women's clothiar,

29260 Franklin
Hoed jn: &MW:-MMJN«Y«& |

oollections, including pieces |

by’ Sor holiday gifts, milleanium attire |
wdpupkuch:neawrin two tickets to New

Olt\y 88 p.m. Call tp make,a reservation, (248) |

ADDED ATTBACTIONS |

I ——
latost pioces at Neiman Mareus, the Somarsot Col-
'| dection inTroy, 1-4 p.m., Denigner Jewelry, firat floor.
LAR0S JVILRY SNOW
View a.collection of Lagoe jewelry at Jacobson's at
Laurel Pnrklem,hvnnh 11 am.-8 p.m., Fine
Jowelry department.

| orme & uosme v
View the apring collection of Joan Vass, USA. or
umhuepn-cpdumdboudonﬁuut ln 1
'; 'wmraloomu H\wrmuhaun,
| <nil (248) 6360866
ART & SDUELEY FISTHN.

Native Weat, 863 W. Ann Arbor Trail in dowatown
Flymauth, holde its 10th anaual Holiday Art and
Jewelry Festival foaturing picces by some of the
fineat Native Amarican artiste in the nation
through Dec. 5. For store hours, call (734) 465-8888.
ORNAMENT SUOW |
's hosts Car] Biod anduhuw of his
oir Birm-

ition
ingham store, Biedermann and his. om\\ma.ut colloc- |
tion also visit Jacobson's Laurel Park Place store in
Livonia.ou Dec. 8. Both events, 8-7 pan,, Staticnary
dopartment.
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3
SMOW

ANTIOUE JEWELRY
| PR. Haig Jowoelers, 436 Main Street in \downou'gwp

eater, hosts Cohen's collection
antigue and period jewalry with a visit from Mr.
Caohan through . 6. Stare hours are 10 a.m.-9
. Monday-Friday, 10 n.m.-s pan..an Sat
and noon-5 p.m. on Sun




