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- group cheened ot M.m
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dowa the face of 8 B5-fust apnd
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wheezad, “tet bad for 697
Twanty sts of eyas widaoned and
20 juws drupped o wnison.

Traveling with wy spunky

“srite” Mo is o i

Soonching dsytime mwp: Ta-
tauns st Whiite Sands, N 2L, oun-
winoed us that ao awly soaning
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atior perts of Amenicy's
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peratures often resch 135
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At wight, howerer, lepera-
toves ann neach froening.

Boat 7:80 pan, we eand at the
base of 3 gleaming, whik gyp-
sum dupe. A pask rsRger con-
ducted 5 walk anong same of (e
&maller duaes of this 146,535~
acne Nationad Mopument. Soet
«f the 2nea appesrs harnes, ot &
few tenicious plante, animals
and Woseds heve adepted Lo the
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We watched & beetle-sized

“stink bug” tiptoe scrora the
sand. is thw equivalent
o u rkurk 2nd nmiynsprux;)-
“Give the bug plecty of space,”
the runger advised, 25 be bed ws
o & 1) dune 1o watch the sun-
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As the sun sank lower in the
sky, winds whipped fine mists of
&sand (zriber up the dunes, By
S‘S’) the sun wvinked behind the

Basn Andres mounteing cresling

# 250-degree pink ring armund
White Sends’ Tuleross Basin.

We put on swesters and
walked back to the car in
respectful silence of nature’s
avesome performance.

Nature per{armed another
spextaculer fext 28 our next-dsy

Biggor than Sise: More than one-and-a-half times life size, this bronze horse gallops

outside the Museum of the Horse, Ruidoso.

the Big Boom, buge italspuites
grow from the floor, seaching
vowerd equally buge stalactites
barging from the ailing. La the
dimly lighted chsmber, we
walked slowly slong the path,
hlding on to & reiling.

On our self-guided tour, we
1 d 10 Bescripti

tary thmugh bnr‘dphvnea The
commentary was triggered by
#lectronic signals st points of

mgullauwtulhcdv by dis-

plays

Suddtnly. two thin hands
grabhed my grm; | heard a muf-
fed scream. § yelped and turned.
Mom was holding onto my arm
for dear life. Secms the volume
on her headphone had been

destination, Cerished Caverns.  bumped up. When the commen-

This lime, we best the heat by 17y was triggered, it scared the
tsking sn elevator to the *Big dlylubu out of her. Now, we
Boum,” 860 feet below ground. 4 o6 to the railing, weak from
The tempe isa e d bad a ot of Laughs

There is 8180 & milelong natu-  #ince leaviog Livonia two weeks
val entzance, from wlu.da thou- ¢arlier. Mom had packed a
eands of bats fly “Eeedie box” of low-calorfe

&t eunset. We opted for Lhe nide
down beeause we faced 8 1.5-
rile trail within the chamber.

The 60 million-yesar-old Big
Boom chamber is 1,600 feet by
1,100 feet. The tullng rises u:
255 fuet in wns Brea.

snacks, utensils, plates and
LYEOL spray. At each motel,
Mom sprayed and wiped until
the room was shrouded in a
LYEOL mist. Ve lefi a trafl of
curgically sterile rooms through
Beven states.
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Everything wes so antiseqgic,
I bad 10 eat & spoenful of dirt
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pace aliens help sell, upec:ally in the
famous UFO town of Roswell,

has been the focal point of the
More than 100

just tn keep my immune system
going.

By the time we left Santa Pe,
bud.lnx for Albuguerque, Mom
needed a rest {all that clesning,
you know.) 8he dida't want to
miss having dinner at Sandia
Peak, so she stayed at the motel
while I toured Old Town Albu-

querque.
Since 1708, Old Town's Plaza

Hiton Gardan Inn* Pymouth 248-420-0001 $86
Hiton Grand Rapids Aiport 6160570100 908
Hilton inn Southfield 248-357-1100 675806

Hiton Northfield 248-876.2100 809

Htion Novi 248 3494000 809-008

Héton Suites Aubum Hils 248.334-2222 089

Hion Suites Deuon Metro Aiport 734-728-8200 678

Hiton Torono 416-800-3456 $158-8198 (Canodian)
Hiton Yoronto Airport 0066778000 8118 {Canadian)
Hikon\Windeor 6198735565 $120-8138 [Canacian)

Enjoy 8 BouncelBack Weekend®
#t Hikton snd relax for less,
Y/hen vas the last time you did
ebsoliaely nothing? Enjoyed pam-
penng that made a fev/ days leel

i¥a s vacaton? AH#on
BounosBackWeerend
proides ervihngyou  farmon
need 1o rest and revive. Plus
roceive a free Continental break-
fest of crod ovards 8 Al break-
fast (a1 Hi1on Suites you'i receie 8
fut American treakiast ans
evening bevarage reception). You
can maks your BounceBack
‘Weeskand resarvations ot

‘www hiiton.com/bounceback ‘
or call your professional travel
agent, 1-800-HILTONS, or one of
the Detroit area Hiltons leted.

It happens
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shops offer everything from Indi-
an jewelry to unique modern art.
The 17005 adobe Church Street
Café serves authentic New Mexi-

o fane, eithar iide o oo the

patia.

If New Slexicen ford & pot to
your palate, everyibing from
Amenican brokunpers to Fremh
eneper exn be foeed, [ ikiek |
walkad erery izahs of Gld Tomn.
By the ticze [ retureced to the
m=otel, | was exbacsted; Moo
wxs ready to tackle all 10378
fant of Sandia Peak

Vie teele tha 2.7-mile tranewsy.
Froem the trars, we had an

Tenactous: Tough but beautiful
plants cling to life, defying the
White Sands and New Mexico's

harsh environment.

incredible view of 11,600 square
miles. At the peak, we had din-
ner, then shivered in the moun-
tain air to watch the The
e with heat-lightni;
flashes, was out of this world.
Even ferther out of this world
is Roswell; at least some of its
visitors have been otherworldly.
Although Roswell's economy is
based on agriculture and ail pro-
duzstion, it is best known for the
purparted 1947 crash landing of
an alien spacecraft, with occu-
pants. The International UFO
Museum and Research Center
on Main Street, houses tacky

duplu-l. mtmu_d‘m
Cecsing A wr to
lhtcabmua}.mﬂibbb H
Exd tr drag Mom to the muse-
. The craab site waso eves
sappested.

Mooy wasted W2 g o the new
Tizoie Menaactle where, unlike

. Then,
shz wagted to be o5 the 163d

!.ti.t thin two hoore west of
Roswell is the late
1£00s town of Lincoln.
Here, Billy the Kid wss
t» hang, but ke killed
his guards  and
esciped. Lineala's sher-
iff, Pat Garrest, even-
tually tracked Billy
down a5:d skeg him.

The courthause, jail
azd cther are
all ¢zen to the publie.
Oce Lome of special
interest is that of Dr.
Ear! L. Woeds, who
repartedly gradusted
from the University of
Michigan.

Twenty miles past
Lincoln is Capitan,
*Birthplace of Smokey
the Bear.” In 1950 the
cub was found dinging
to a burned tree after
the Capitan Gap wild-
fire.

His fur was singed
and his paws charred.
He was nursed back to
health, became the
symbol of forest fire
prevention and lived
out his days at the
Natianal Zoo in Wash-
ingon, D.C.

Only 30 minutes
from Capitan is Ruidoso Downs,
home of the famous racetrack
and the Museum of the Horse.
Outside of the museum seven

of horses are represented

in a painted bronze sculpture
*Free Spirits at Noisy Water.”

More than one and a half

times life size, the band of horses

Inn%pmr to be caught in mid-gal-

We had been galloping around
New Mexico for almost o month.
It was time to head for home.
Mom had just enongh LYSOL
lef! to make the trip.
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+ New long-term exhibits

® New programs, classes and events
FREE!

» Free admlssion 10am - spm

* All-day science demonstrations

¢ [nteractive cookle decorating

F
. %’X Workforce Hollday Party noon-5pm
Meet WCSX show host Steve Kostan,

broadcasting live noon-4pm
Become a Workforce Member and

Swipe to Win with the WCSX Prize Machine
Meet the Detrolt Free Press YAK at 12:30pm

Meet Max the Museum Mutt

SCIENCE



