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Authenticity has political attractiveness for country

odirat time ! ever heard the
word “outhentic” in connection
with politics was about three
‘years ago when I was talking with
formoriU.S. Sen. Don Riegle.

51 didn’t take notes during.our.con.
wersation, but as I remembor it Ricgle
paid aomathmz to the effect that can-
digates these days would have tobe
“guthentic in order 1o be effective.”

‘What he meant, of course, wns that
.peoplf couldE'.t run os o blow-dried,

gl
«od, poll-relinnt candidates, but as real
people comfortable in their own skin,
“Authentic” has been rattling
.around inside my head over since, but
.never more than now, when.our poli-
tics are so infosted with non-authen-
Aic candidacies of all gorts. Useafully,
mydictionary dofines authentic as,
AConforming to fact and thereft

and shortly thareafter was nomed
«chairman ofithe McCain presidential
campaign in the state. Evidently,

. ‘bixds of an authentic feather flock

vwgother.

are,

aslboth: Schwm nnd

.of the politics of uuthentlclf.y
Schwarz is an.eye, aar and nose
surgoon who served in naval intelli-
gonce during the Vietnam War,
‘became mayor of Battle Creek and
{than was.elocted tothe Michigan Sen-
ate in 1986, Smart, blunt and well
informed, Schwarz ie hardly one to
back away from a fight.or suffer fools
gladly. McCain, a Navy pilot.whp
endured five years.of torture in a Viet
Cong prieon before being elected to
the U.S. . Senate, gives the impression
of being.a whole lot like Schwarz.
*“No, I.don't think all the. emphaaw
i of Bill

h is justib

worthy.of trust, reliance, or belief.”
+The most recont outbreak of
euthenticity in Michigan politics
aat weok, when Sen, Joha

on |
Clinton, although his carcer ‘has been
an ohject lesson;” Schwarz told me.
“Authentic people running as who
they are have boen increasingly rare

trolled by non-office holding consul-

" tants, pollsters, apin doctors. The

reault is a bunch of finger-in-the-wind
imagoes who make me, at least, into &
doubting Thomas whenover they sey
something because I always wonder
who told ther to do it.”

“The political attractiveness.of
authenticity seems to have national
appeal. A recent poll conducted by the
Pew Research Center for the People
found overwhelming majorities rank
‘honosty and the ability to connect a8
priorities, well ahead of a candidate's

attracted to candidates who share
cha’.r wvalues, empal.bme with their
their But
these days I sense a real hunger for
«candidates who.are what they soom,

and for private discourse only, who
‘they really like in their heart of
bearts, overwhelmingly it's Joho
McCaio and Bill Bradley.

‘Why? Some uw,ad.wemyd Jife

d.and h <, men and

" women who are.comfortable encugh

‘with themsalves and where they
atand not to have 8 lgion to try

. Some paint to candor

.and honeaty, while others are attract-

od by n‘nat\u‘al” ltyle. unaffected by
o other

0 be all things to all poople.

1 nsked Schware who he would be
aupporting for president if he were a
Democrat. “Bill Bradley,” he
answered at.once, “Although I've
never et him, he seams secure in

words, bamuse bath McCain and
Bradley come acroes.as authentic,
whether by nature ar by design.

Yve seen a lot of alections over the
years, and !'veneyerm‘uch: big

‘who he is ~ far more than Al Gore, whotheoddwmakm-auyvﬂlvm;he
who soems to need 1 for ~ Bugh and Gare ~ sod
that purpose.” those who are provaking deepes, more
Schwarz's commeat hit a nerve. Jo i P 5 hing inter-
‘the past month or 80, I have talked esting and impartact may be stirring
with a lot of palitically informed peo-  here.
ple in Michigan. Many are in office Phil Power is chairman of Home-
‘while others have palitical obliga- Town Communications Network Inc.,
tions; for public jan they th 1y that owns this newspa-

fuvor either Texas Gov. George W.
Bush or Vice President Gore, depend.-
ing.on their partisan affiliation.

But wheo ] ask them, off the record

per. He welcomes your comments,
either by vouem(uln! (734) 9632047,
ext. 1880, or by e-mail at
ppower@homecomm net

s:hwm (R-Battle Crock) endoraed in politics.ovar the last:26 years. More atond.on particuldr issues.
‘U.S Sen. John McCuain for presid .and more, are being.con- Voters traditionally have been
—
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ty loses. side influence or Observer, If Farn-

'Failures must end

& long as the citizens of Farming-

ton Hills continue to accept the
.exiatence of lifetime politicians who
axe not held accountable for thair fail-
yres, the city is going to have fower
and fewer people like me who have
ithe ut:mngth and vision to question

ies of our ing gov-

Let us also remember that the cur-
rent mayor and.city council have 781
days uctil the next election in which
to.create a win-win solution with
Dotroit Edisan ~ which is hi

ington or Harrison lost a title game

due to.a“bad" call by a referee, mhe

whole ity would be

for justice. ‘What about the recent -
dection, Farmi Hills?

{the previous moyor and cify council
failed to achieve for at least the last
10 yamm they have been in office.

hing short of total success on

‘ernment and are witling to put up
with the abuse I knew would come my
way.
- ‘The end result is that people like
:me who have achieved success io
problem salving in the private sector
‘and who have the education and expe-
xience in the private sector and are
willing to contribute the benefit of
thoée qualitios and that experience to
thve community in which they live, are
‘lass likely to atep forward, and that is
~#ad because then the whole communi-

this jssue by the current mayor and
ity council shall be considered unac-
coptable by the citizons of Farmington

George Sarkisian
Farmington Hills

Clearly failed

Thu best game is one where the out-
8 come is not.contingent on the call
of a referee or official. The outcome
should not be determined by an out-

o thiscase, it was the Observer
‘who seemed jintent.on detarmining
the outcome. It not only failed to pro-
wide its readers with the facts as to
Ran Qlivierio’s credentials and back-
ground, but the Observer somehow
«oaly printed Letters to the Editor that
were pegative in nature. And to take
it ane atep further, the negative let-
{ers printed were far Zrom factual and
bordered on good(?) fiction.

In the past, I have looked to the
Observer as a source of community
information. But this tice, the
Observer has clearly failed, both to
the community it is supposed to serve,
but also to a.candidate worthy of

Get Your Tickets to
Opening Day Now

much fairer treatmeat. Is this what
‘we are to expect in the future or will

6,000 childres die monthly as a direct
result of sanctions.

this newspaper do the job it was cre- But to see the faces of children who
ated to do? The citizens of the will die of leukemia, paeumonia,
anmngm: community will be watch- typhmd fever, aod even mdnmnon
’ Bl Smith ableln!mq)uw understond what
Farmington Hills ctions are doing to the people.
Pnor to sanctions ﬂxeirn.w paopk
which &
Falled poficies excellent and free bealth care sad
education. As ao Iragi Americas ]
Tha.n.ka to Pat Murphy for the . s
enlightening article oo the n;,ahr.e "hﬂ‘: ﬂ? unct:;mh:: v
U.S/UN imposed sanctions on Iraq. fy“““’" fhe avergge Leagi into pover-
And thapks to the Oakland County 1 am grateful o those, like the

residents who will meke the difficult
Jjourney to Irag to bear witness o the
devastating effocts the sanctions are
having.on the people of that country.
Firsthand witnesses are o importaot.
‘There are UNICEF reports and other
independent atudies which demon-
strate that somewhere between 4,000-

" Now s your chance to guarantee your seat
atthe historic "Opening Day at Comerica
Park.” It's as easy as calling us at
(313) 471-BALL. Comerica Park’s inaugural

* season will be like none other In Tigers

- baseball history and here’s why:

Parkwlllbe
the Crown Jewel of Major League Baseball,

STATE-OF-THE-ART BALLPARK

Comerica Park was bullt for you, the fan,

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
We are 50 sure you wili like Comerlca Park,
you have our “Fans first” guarantee. If you
don't llke your first experience at Comerka
Park, we'll refund your money In full.

YOUB SEATS ARE WAITING

Great seats for the 20-game plans are still
avallable for Comerica Park. So pick up the
phone and call (313) 471-BALL today. A
Sales and Service Manager s here to answer
your call. 8ut you have to act fast.

MAKETHECALL
What is there to think about? Great seats,
new ballpark, Opening Day, Fans First

with great sight lines, large com!

seats with cupholders and wide alsles and
concourses. Best yet, you'll find restrooms
and concession options around every cormer.

WORLD SERIESPLANS
A great new ballpark, great new 20-game
plans. We have loaded each plan with the
* best games, the best teams, the best
* promotions, great giveaways, and a
" mixture of days of the week to fit your
. complicated schedule.

. GREAT BEMEFITS

- We are hoiding great seat locations for

" you that come with some of the best
benefits around: Like the opportunity.

" to purchase “Openlng Day at Comerica

. Park” (while supplies last). You'll get the

", same great seats for every game In your

. package (Opening Day may differ).

Plus, an exdclusive Detrolt Tigers VIP

merchandise gift.

o

Plus, an exclusive Detroit Tigers
VIP merchandise gift, Glve us a call at
(313) 471-8ALL to secure your seats today.

Don‘t miss out on your chance to get the
best seats at Comerica Park.

FOR TICKET PACKAGES, O\LL

THE DETROIT TIGERS TICKET
SALES DEPARTMENT AT *

(313) 411-BALL.

www.detroittigers.com

Ticket Pdckdges fis Low As $252.

’ : ™
Our World Series Plans are so strong, we are
willing to back them up.

Nestre/
bk

it is again. Only this time, you'll be pulling into a well-lighted deck with
2200 additional free parking spaces, and a climate controlled walkway
connecting you to the casino. With easy access right off
the Lodge, there’s nothing getting in the way of you and the action.

o

Oakland County delegation, who bear
witness and shed light oa the eitus-
tion in Iraq. It is a step in the growing
movement to end the failed policy of
sanctions against fraq.
Dr, Donns Dexno
Faros Hilt

" MGM GRAND.

g |

DETROIT CASINO
Jep into the ypotiighti

e

For diections of parking info, call il free 1-977-888:2121 or visit 0w web side ol
www.migmgrand.convdeiroi.
Planning 3 trip 10 Las Mgast Call MCM Grand HoleWCasino Las Vegas ol 1.800038-7046,

¥ you bet more than you can afiord 10 buse, you've —
a problem. Call 1-800-270-7117 for confidential hx: ﬁl
P



