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School board talks marketing
plan to retain, attract students|:

BY TIM SuITH. .
BTATY WRITER
l.lullhﬁu.!u-mnm
Farmington school district offi-
cinls insfat a 16 percent drop in
kindergartan enrollment is not
aomething to be worried about,
But it docsn't mean the dis-
trict will sit back, efther.
“Looking at enrollment trends
is more important than ovoer
beforse,” Buperintondent Bob
Maxfield told school board mem-
bers during Tucsday's meoting.
*We're in a much-more compaoti-
tive world, We nced to be posi-
tioning ourselves.”
Maxficld presented a summa
of 1999-2000 enrollment as well
&8 o long-tarm forecaat. Botwoen

B Bacaiss of an Incressingly competitive
place, with the growth of private, parochial and

even chorter

market-
and board man- .

bers agreed the dlstrict must better market
Kself.

compatitive markoetplace, with
the grawth of private, parochial
and evon charter schools, Max-
fleld and hoard membera agroed
:hu district muat better markot

taelf.
One posstbility, said Treasurer
ack Inch, is to make all-day
klndumurum available diltrlct-
wide, C itis at

now and 2005-2008, proj

student counts are oxpocted to
drop from 11,422 to 10,628, This
year’s total district enroliment is
down 28 students (0.2 percent)
over 1998-99, but last year saw

a handful of schools. -

“Thig Is really where we need
to make our big sale” with young
parents, Inch sald.

Referving to tho “incredible

an 8342-student
increaso (3,1 pcrcnnt),
Kindergarten enrollment

decrensed 16,9 percent, from 921
to 775, by far tho biggest drop in
tho diatrict.

“What does it iean?* Maxfleld
continued. “It means we've got to
monitor more closely the trends,
But it’s not like we hnven‘t boen
doing it

glua' of i new elective
igh school courses outlined by
the beard's curriculum commit-
teo prior to the mesting, Trea-
surer Bobhie Feldman agreed
that an all:out marketing cam-
paign must bo launched. |

“Thosa are things wo should be
30 proud of that we boast (about
them) all the time," said Feld-
man, mlklng about classes such
a8 med] hlutory,

Because of an lncr . y

rnry jssues in sclence and radio-
TV production. The classes aro
scheduled to bo approved by the
board on Dec, 14.

Other factora in flat enroll-
ment include yuunnar familles
baing transferred to other arean
and older families staying put
aftor their

B L L I

among individual clanu w,
high school juniors, di 4
percent from 881 to 788, * '
Trustee Cathy Webh warn '
againat getting carriod away'h ¢
Jumplng to concluaions pbout ub i
onrollmont projections,: . . :,
“I just want to maks nx‘ ;
g 1

!

o

that this is not an alor: .
report,” Wabb sald. “And, we'are -
not terribly concerned. .. Than N
aro indicators that rnny or'may. .
;mt. hnva vnhm But it's o guess-
ng gt
Haxtield sald the board “aliy
might want to roviait its stance 1%
against allowing students from .
other districts to enroll in Farm.
lnghm achools, if it bocomes
ingl diIﬂcuitmﬂll class-

“Part of the problem is people
aren't moving,” Maxfield said.
*They’ro in their biggest house,”

1t also wan suggested that por-
ents of pre-schoolera could be
aurvoyed to determine thair
opinions about public achoola.

And, noted trustee Linda
Enberg, “Exit information would
be very helpful,”.to learn why
ltutcll;nu might be leaving the

ct.

“We have a very transient
adult pophilation in this city,
too,” Enberg said, “How much
that infl these b

rooms in-future yoars,

Schools- ol‘»chnico for diatéict
residonts already i available.

Potontial implicatiane for
onrollment probloms could
include the closing of schoala and
redistricting.

Moanwhils, Maxfield pointed
out that this year's enrollment
mix validates the varjous bond
issue projects approved by voters
in 1937. Numbors for most
grades and buildinge are preu@ =
much what was predicted by the: s
dintri:t during the bond iuue

would bo interesting.”
The second biggeat docroass
"

Maxfield says no need to.act on

BY TIM BMITH
BTAYP WRITRR
tsmith@os.homecomm.net

A broch issued ly to

n JUST THE

FACTS

16,000 Amerlean achool superin-
tendonta urging educators to bo
more supportive of gay students
hadn't yat reached Bob Max-
field's desk as of Tuesday.

The brochure waa issuod by a
coalition of 10 health and educa-
tionnl organizations, including
the American Academy of Pedi-

When it doea, the Furmi
district chiof probably will look
at it end filo it away. But, Max-
ficld sald, there is no need to act
on what is recommended in the
12-page pamphlet, “Just the
Facts About Sexual Orientation

« & Youth: A Primor for Princi-

pn}s, Educators & Bchool Person-
no.

atrics and American Fedoration
of Teachors,

*Qur stance has been that kids
are kids,” said Maxfleld, follow-
ing Tuesday_night's school board
mecting. “We will not tolerate
harassment ... with regards to ..,
everything from how we treat
kids in class to student nctivi-
ties. If there's a club, (geys) have
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the same rights to organize.
“When I hoard sbout that {the
brochure) on the radio, I resent-
ed it. I'm sure it'a probably a
problem l%mewhore, but it's
nlmoat a ndn-isaue among our

Lnlt spring there was a mild |

uproar over the forming of two
chapters of the Gay Straight
Alliance Club, at Harrison and
North high chuols A gay pride
mural was defaced in a Harrhwn

pamphlet

the noed to be respectful of i
fi in atud a

passed on to students. A lultur
from Susan Zurvalee, essista
suparintendaont for dtaff an
community services, was sent w
employces,

*We begin with a premise that
aveorybody is differon},” Maxfleld, .
continued. “And peoplo need to, .
be troated with fairness.”

‘The brochure — which includes |
sncth'mu about sexual nnunmtinn R

hallway; it was quickly repl
by a poster about nccepting oth-
ors and af letter from the
alliance.

Maxfiold aaid ataff b

and rel t legal'
pnnniploa can B¢ found by log-
ging on to the Web sito for the °
Gay, Lesbian and Straight Edu-

wore reminded thie fall ahnul
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