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Warriors end 14-0 season with 2nd state crown

BY BILL PARKER
BTAFF WRITER
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] FOOTBALL

Foatball is a team sport and it
took a total team effort from
Welled Lake Weatern to bring
home the achool's second footbail
state championship,
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off. We put in 80 much time dur-
ing the season that you don't
really see your family that much
’l'heu- guys are ynur family. This

is ry few kids get

. a uuallmi Jb; i

ormance, a couple big playe by
spocial teams and enough timely
offense to pave the way to viclo-
ry the Warrlors (14-0) won the
Division 1 atate championship
Saturday at the Pontinc Silver-
dome with a 19-7 victory over

Utica Eisenhower (11-3).

The hard-hitting battle wazn't
decided until the Warriors
scored twice in tha fourth quar-
tor - both scoring drives being
set up by turnovers from the
Warriors' special teams.

“It really hasn't sunk in yet,”
said Western senior quarterback
Chris Payton moments after the
victory, “It makes you realize
that hard work really does pay
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to experionce lumnthlng like
this.”

The stote championship is
Wentern's sacond, The Warriors
won the Class AA crown in 1966,

With the game tied at 7-all
late in the third quarter, and
Western's defonse dominating
the Engles, Warriora senior Dave
Merandi caused a fumble on an
Elnlnnhawnr unt return and

snid. “Big games uaually come
down to s . We work
hard on special toams and we
have outstanding satiletes that
help our special teams out.”

Western's special teams came
up big once more on the ensuing
kickoff when senior Etban
Farkas caused another fumble
ond junior Josh Cavins was
there to pounce on the lose ball
at the Eisenhower 21. It took the
Warriors just three plays to cash
in this time with Carglll again
doing the honors from 8.yards
out.,

“The ball game really came
down to special teams,” seid
Ellonhowax;.hcunch Bob Lnntzy
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at the Eagle 43-yard-line, Eight
plays later senior tailback Cody

Cargill (26 carries for 88 yards)
plowed in from 3.yards out for a
13.7 lead and-what proved to be
the winning pointa.

“In practice wo npend a lot of
time on apecinl teams,” Payton
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t got
here is the thing that kind if
worked against us, We've had
special teams play all year.”
While Western's special teams
certainly deserve accolades, it
was the dominating performance
put forth by the defense that
kept the Warriors in a position

to win the game,

Facing a balanced offensive
attack that entered the game
averaged 27.5 points per contest
Western's defense wi d

Tudi

with six tackles i four

h lineback

Joe

for a loss with two sacks. Benior
defensive back Lorenzo Parker

a8

ed and dominated the line of
scrimmage. At halftime Eisen-
hower’s heralded offense hadn't
produced a single point (Eisen-
hower’s touchdown ¢ame on a
returned intercaption) and was
held to minus-eight yards of
total offense. By the end of the
gume the accumulat.
ed a mauly 63 yards of total

% [ thought theyd (defense) be

had fir ve hcklel. two for a loss

and an late in the
fourth that ended Eisenhower's
final threat. Senior defensive

ya recorded two

sacks; senior !he safety Farkas,
senior defensive end Robert
Pisha and senior lineman Joe

Saferian each recorded a sack.
“We have the kids believing
that if they put their time in and
sacrifice their psrsonal Jife
y’ll be successful, That's our

fnst, but they were explosive,”
Lantzy said of Western's
defense. “It’s ironic to run into a
team here at the Dome that has
exactly what we have - speed on
the defensive side of the ball.”
‘The Warriors blitzed, pounded
and punished the Eagles, record-
ing 12 tackles for a Toss includ-
ing seven sacks, Benior nose
guard Todd Saroki led the way
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nowhere at the line of scrim-
mage for n 3.yard TD run, and

mado his rcconi -tying TD
r1un from 10 yards. *

“I thought the beat defense
was their offense,” McEwen said.
“In the second half, they kept
our offense off the field. We
knew Farmington Harrison
could score a lot of points.”

Harrison apparently had Cre-
aton atopped on its next posses-
sion, but Brewster's fourth-and-
16 pass resulted in a 68-yard TD
by Richard Gill. That made the
score 42-36 with seven minutes
still to play.

The Hawks failed to get a first
down on either of their last two
posseasions, and the Polar Bears
had the ball at their 20 with 57
seconds remaining after a 45-
yard attempt by Wong waa
ehort.

Brewster completed four of
seven passes and scrambled 18
yards to put the ball on the Har-
rison 39 with :01 Jeft on the
clock. His final pass was batted
out of the end zone, ending an
exciting, suspenseful game.

“It was certainly never for
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sure,” Herrington said. “We
needed to go down and make o
couple first downs and we didn't
do it. That (Creaton) offense can
score from anywhere on the field.
It was in doubt until the last
plny of the game.”

'At this time, our Kids foel real
bad; they came out and fought
very hard,” McEwen eaid. “We
knew it would be a tough game,
and we were playing 8 legendary
program,”

“I've said it all along, our
coachies and players are students
of the game, Our coaches put so
much time in to get thess kids
into the right position. We have
great athletes and they’re sharp
as a razor on tho field. Qur kida
adjust very quick.”

Eisenhower scared first when

DiGiorgio stepped in front of a
Payton pass and returned it 57
yards to paydirt. Mike Gruzwals-
ki's extra point kick gave the

a 70 with :13 left in
the first quarter.

DiGiorgio plckod off another
pass on Wostern's next drive and
returned it to the Warrior 5
yard-lins. But a clipping penalty
brought the ball all the way back
to the Zisenhower 80 from where
they were forced to punt four
plays later.

The Warriors finally got
untracked late in the second
quarter when Payton threw a
16-yard TD strike to senior split
end Brandon Routhier. Alsn
Mukhtar's extra point kick tied
the game at 7-7 with 48 seconds
left in the half.

“If it has to end, there's no bet~
ter way to end it,” Payton said.
*We're 14-0 and state champi-
ons.”

Who says You Can’t Judge A
Book By Its Cover?

Available at all bookstores, or call
Sleeping Bear Press 1-800-487-2323
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