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Stereolab’s ‘sute sounds to fill Clutch Cargo

IBY STEPEANIE ANGELYN CASOLA

oasalalioe homecomm.net

‘When it comes to atmospheric
muslc, Btereolab certainly knows
how to bask in obecuril

ty.

In its own almost indefinable
way, the London-based band
blands experimental electronic

uee with a stylish, ever-so-
mallow element to producs the
scatty bleeps and chimos that's
came to be called 8 1

busica” stratogy on this lateat]
musical effort. . {
On Wadnesday, Nov. 24, Lastitia,
Sadier in from San Fran-{
cisco, Calif., to chat with the,
beerver & Eccentric New: pera)
about the new album :n'nrtour,
which began in Europa and hit
the US. less than a month ago.
Here's her story: .
After almoat 10 yoars
tolot'h-r, vhﬁ drives you to

In its latest Eloktra releass,
*Cobra and Phases Group Play
Voltage in the Milky Night,”
Btareciub takes listeners back to

" that subdued, sub-surface place,
" creating something like the musi-
cal acore for a futuristic silent
. film. The first track, “Fuses,” giver
off a dizzying arvay of chimes and
haras that concoct & sort of mod-
em Christmas Caro) when accom-
paniod by the jazzy “do dee doo
dah® vocals,

With "Infinity Girl® Laetitia
Sadier’s ethereal voice floats atop
rich atreams of music, as if ahe's
got & secret muessage to tell, In
“Velvet Water” Storeclab takes it
down a notch, testing whether lis-
teners are paying attontion.
Smooth French lyrics alide into
the mix, creating a dreamy, other
worldy air, Pick any of the 15
tracks on “Cobra® and try not to
fall into the subtle sweetnesa,

.Tim Gane teamed with Laetitia
Sadier in 1991 and the founding
pair put out Stereclab's firat
album, Rounding out the spacey
sounds are guitari Mary

music and
how has the music changed
over timo?

LS: “There is no shortage of
ideas. The more you do it, the
more idoas come to you, It's not |
like a pocket of petrol that runs "
out, It gats re-filled as you take it .
out. 3

“(The new materin!) ia a contin-
uation. You can feal the thread
that was there right in the begin-
ning. We're more mature, more
comfortable, focused on what we
want to do. We have found our
sound.”

O&E: How do you describe
that sound?

LS: *] couldn’t really describe it
in words. You express feelings
through muaic because you can't’
cxpress them through words.”

OA&E: Who are some of your
musical influonces?

LS: “We have plenty of musical -
influences ... Ths Beach Boya aro ©
very melodic with weird chords, ¢
but it atill gots to people. It proves::
you don't have to play in E's and
B's. There's a long list of wonder-.
ful | making muaic from

Hanaen, keyboardist Morgan

and newcomer Simon Johns
«on bass. Toss in guests to play the
marimbas, vibes and coronets and
listenera hear that “back to

Brazil, which was sophiaticated,”
very melodic and exclusive ...
very open, very rich. Jazz, we like -

OAE: Tell me about record-

ing “Cobra and Phases Group
Play Voltage In The Milky
Night.” How do you go about
creating musle? .

1.8: “Recording, with two peo-
ple: John McEntire (co-producer
of the band's lazt two albums)
who we've worked with in the
past, and Jim O'Rourke - fram
Chicago - nlso a musician and o
very funny man, We'd never
worked with him before.”

O&E: Tell me about the
album title,

LS: *It doesn’t mean anything,
Surrealistic groups of the "20s,
(It's meant) to give a certain fa.
vor to the record, to condition
you to listen in such a wny. It's
up to you to come up with. Free
interprotation.” -

O&E: How is touring in the
states different from touring
in the UK.?

LS: "Every atate varics so
much, From the Texans com-
pletely buxzing away, to last
night in San Francisco {the
crowd looked) like (they were)
watching telovision. It can bo so
different. Overall we've had very
good audicnces, I beliove they
enjoy munic, like music. Thoy'ro
coming to listen to the music.
Dancing is nn option.

“Wa're spoiled.”

O&E: Where are tho most
energetic audionces?

LS: *In London are our best
audiences. They're really efferves-
cent, Iul]_v gront, It'a our home-

town,

O&E: Dencribe a live Stereo-
1ab show. .

LS: (Sighing) “Wo can't recreate
the album the way it was on the
record. To bo honeat, thore's no
point, It's more raw, the new

Local man’s story a step

It's a clansle
coming of age
atory, really. You
can't halp but
become attached
to the idea: An
inner-city, blue
collar boy, age 14,
growa into & golf
phenom with the
help of his coach
and daspite all
odds. What atarts

out as a recreational aport to keep

him off the streots bocomen a talent,

a trus passion.

Imagine the Bad News Boars car-
rying gotf clube.

*The Mark Harris Story,” set in
Detroit and Redford, is based on one
young man's ambition and drive,
and his constant battle to follow hia
dreams. Mark Harris saw the mes.
sago and humor in hin story and
decided to shure it Hollywood-style.

Now a 31.year-cld Livonia resi-
dent and the fathar of three, Harris

. still shows the same ambition he
as & young golfer as he attompts
to take his atory to tho silvor screen.

When talking about the wauld.bs

Blm, he shuffles through a briefcase

full of notes, some scrolled on tate

tared paper. He's saved overything

from old golf photographa to a jour-

nal of the very staps he's teken to

roalize this dream th

than anything he baliev

self, which {s one reason ha's gotten
far.

Hiw story
Hacris admits everyone has a
story. What aeta his h folt tale

romemboers his mentor, former
Datroiter Dennis Williams, an
instrumenta) during his early yrars
in the game.

Harris noever wanted to be in
movies. He and his wife Jaqueline
are ralsing their children, Avery, &,
Austin, 4 and Abigail, 1. Ho works in
the landacaping business. In 1993,
when ho saw an "Entertainment
Tonight® profils of Rudy Ruettiger —
a boy from Indians who wanted
nothing more than to play football
for Notre Dame - he noticed paral-
lels to his awn story,

Ha saw the flim “Rudy” as similar
to his own vision. Harris embarked
on the journey.

Making things happen

It bogan with a phone call to
South Bend, Ind., where he spoke to
Ruettiger himsolf about his life
oxporiencea and making the film,
Harris' idea then gained momen-
tum. He was convinced if a regular
guy from Indiana could make this
happen, he could too. Harris bogan
seeking out writers who would set
his story out on paper,

“It just began snowballing,” said
Harris. *I started from ground zero,
Pm trying to make it into a finished
product.”

Soveral writers expressed an
intereat in his idea, but it was a
boost from Jim Burnstein, a Ply.
mauth resident and the head of the
screenwriting program at the Uni-
versity of Michigan-Ann Arbor, that
sat the gears in motlon. Burnatein is
his work on “The Mighty
nd “Ronaissance Man,”
d Harris with

apart from others, one might ask?
‘The main charactors of the story are
an unlikely pair, & small-for-his-age
golf hopeful from the city and n soft
spoken 850-pound African American
golf professional who share a pas
sion for the game. Harris fondly

Qnrrott Schiff, a writer in Enclno,
Calif.

*It's a fascinating story about golf
sufd Burnstein, *1 liked
the iden of the African-Amorican
nal golfer. I thought that
1 potential. I put him in

STAY TUNED

Searching for the perfect holi-
day gift for tha Blues fan in the
family? Dearborn's Venture
Records is releasing “Uncut
Detroit 11" featuring aix of best
local bluen artists: Atberta
Adams, The Alligators, Al Hill
and the Love Butlers and
Mystery Train featuring Jim
McCarty, just to name a few.

It's like Ben Folds Five once
said, the “mixed tape’s a master-
plece.” England’s electronic
export, the Lo Fidelity All
Btars have completed a second
volume in a series of mix albuma
for Skint's Big Beat Boutique in
the UK. Following in the foot-
steps of Fatboy Slim, the Lo-
Fi's will release “On The Floor
At The Boutique” January 4.
For a Lo-Fi fix in the meantime,
check out “How To Operate

v 4

With A Blown Mind," on
Columbia Records.

Can you say “collection?” The
holiday season sceras to spark a
demand for "Best of” CDs and
chart-topping collections. Here's
a fow sure beta to spur a family
sing-a-long after dinner: “The
Best of Simon and Garfunkel®
features favorites like “A Hazy
Shade of Winter” and “Bridge
Over Troubled Water,” reggae
master Jimmy Clffs “Ultimate
Collection,” spotlights *I Can
Seo Clearly Now,” and *The
Harder They Come,” and “The
Neil Diamond Collection” has
hits like “Swest Caroline.”
Stealy Dan, Steppenwolf, The
Commodores and The Four Tops
also have "best of™ compilations,

e

touch with a writer who had just
sold a script jnvalving an ex-Negro
League baseball player and a young
white girl called “The Finest in the
Fiold.™

Pen to paper
After npeaking with Harris on the
tolephone, Schiff showed jmmediato
interest in the project and flew to
Livonis to meet with him, interview
the poople his characters were
based on, nnd ace the places where
the story nctunlly unraveled. By late
February 1995, Harria® story began
to take shape. Even Oprah Winfrey
took a fow minutes to listen to Har-
ris' idea in pernon.
ilf wrote o film treatment for
“The Mark Harris Story,” or A Dia.
mond in tho Rough.” After more
than six years, Harris finds himself
at somothing of a standatill,

wenhul tihag dang

Pavm Cowtazo

Stlrring and Surreal: Tim Gane, Mary Hansen, Lactitia Sadier, Simon Johns and
Morgan Lhote are Stereolab, who brings its unusual atmospheric sounds to Clutch

Cargo Dec. 9.

nongs - 1 think — becausa it's not
weird picces of music. It's much
more song-like, more live-friendly.
Thoy lend themaclves to being
played live much better (taan pre-
vious material)”

O&E: Anything elsc you'd

away

“The goal i# to find n producer and
dircctor to toke the film trentment
to n major motiun picture level” said
Harris, “With the proper commit-
mont and dedieation, it can be

by O o e,
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liko to add?

LS: "We're looking farward to
Detroit, to Pontinc. It's been such
a good city to us from the atart.
We sold the most T-shirts cver in
Detroit. Sixty T-shirta. Cham-
pagne! Celebrato!™

dono.”

His statement reflocts the mes-
sage of the film, which is one of hope
geared toward o young adult oudi-
ence.

Burnstein commended Harris
offorts. *if you're not a writer your-
self, you can't do it unless you learn,
It's @ vory difficult art to tearn. He
did the wise thing in finding some-
one who could write.”

Taking time

Peruistence is key when trying to
get a film made. *It's never easy to
Rot o movie made,” said Burnstein,
“‘Shakespeare in Love' took same-
thing like nine years to got made.
That's narmal. You have to go into it
with your eyes wide open.”

Harris intends to have the movie
filmed in the Metro area. He is seck-
ing loce) contacts who will asnist
him in making that happen.

It's time to celebrate once again,
See Stereolsty Thursday, Dec. 9, at
Cilutch Cargo, 65 E. Huron, Ponti-
sc. Tickets are $12 now and $13
on the day of the show. 18 and
oider are welcome. Call {248) 645

from silver screen:

Burnstein, apeaking as someone
whase film “Renaissance Man®
opened in Detroit, said when films
are made locally, it may make local
residents “feel good about them-
sclves.” Familiar scenes have mean-

.
-

ing to metro Detroiters, aven il the

overall impact doean't alter the way

viewers on a national scale look at

the city ond ita surrounding arcas.
The beat advice Burnatein can

givo 10 Harris, or anyone working an |

o film, is to keep looking ahead. For
thase who've surpassed the produc-
tion process, the next hurdle may
involve distribution. *You can make
o great movis, but can you get the
movie distributed?” he asks. “You

hnve a shot, but it's & very rieky .

ntep”

Harris is ready and willing teo
make it bappen.

Stephanie Angelyn Casola can be
reached at
acasola@oe.homecomm.net.
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“THE MOST FUN
HAVE AT THE MOVIES

"WOWI WHAT A MOVE...
CAN | GIVE IT SIX STARS?I
LARKY IOMO, USA TOBAY

“CLEVER AND FIENDISHLY INVENTIVE
WITH & GREAT SENSE OF FUNI"
SKEMNETH TURANM, LOS ANGSLES TigS

=k K TO INFINITY AND BEYOND!”
<BUSAN WLOSICTYNA, ULA TOOAY
“A TOTAL JOY FOR BOTH
KIDS AND ADULTSI
“ITS AS GOOD AS IT GETSI"
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