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You didn’t see Farmington
Harrison radked among the top
football teams in the state last
August. Neither did the Hawks
have anyone on the prescason
list of outstending players.

But there they were at the end
once again, When it was all over,
the Huwks were back on top as
state champions.

Coming off back-te-back Class
A chawmpionship seasons, Harri-
son had just one full-time starter
back and was not considered a
strong contender to win a third

the
Hawks not
only reload-
ed for 1999
but  over-
came early-
scason
agdversity to
do just that.
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first time
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tured it
10th state title when it defeated
Grand Rapids Creston in the
Division 3 finul Nov. 27.

For the job he and his couchin,
staff did to remake the Hawks
into a chempionship team, Hor-
rison’s John Herrington has been
sclected Observerland Coach of
the Year.

“I thizk we were more talent-
cd than some people think,” he
said. “We did bave four or five
really outstending players, The
great thing was how other play-
ers stepped up ond did the job.”

The Hawks, who forfeited two
victories for using an ineligible
player, were 2-4 and facing early
elimination from playoff con-
tention. But they won their final
three regular-season gomes,
including wins over Division I
quelifier Livonia Stevenson and
Division 6 champ Country Daey,
to qualify as a wild-card team.

‘The Hawks went on to have a
Cinderella-like finish, winning
their last last clght games,
including five in the post-season.

“It wes really gratifying to see
the improvement the kide made
from Game 1 to 14,” Herrington
said. “A lot of pleyers were agked
to switch positions and we had
0 many combinations of starters
— offensively and defensively —
and they just kept winning.

“When we got to the tough
cumpelition at the end of the

ar, they were up to the task of
bcnung those teams like (Livo-
nia) Stevenson, Country Day and
the last three playofT teams.”

The consensus opinion is that
Herrington and hie ataff did one
of their best coaching jobs,

“The coaching stoff put in a lot
of hours and thought, trying to
prepare for cach game,” Herring-
ton said, “We probably did more
‘preparation for every game than
we over did. Couch (Steve) Doll-
away’s scouting reports were
very thorough and reaily helped
us prepare.

“The key to our season was
special teams. Right from the
start, our special teams wore
outstanding. Coach (John)
Witkowski did an excellent job.”

Herrington owns a career
record of 271-68-1 spenning 30
‘sengons, all at Harrison. The
Hawks have appeared in the
playoffs a stote-record 18 times
and posted a 52-8 record.

Herringten, whose teams have
averaged nine wins per eason,
plans to be back for a 31st with
300 wins on the horizon.

“I haven't thought much aboyt
that, but it would be a nice goal
to go for,” Hemington seid. “We'l}
just look forward to next season
and sce what the boys can do.

*I think we'll ]mve a fine team
next year. I den't know if the
regults will be as good, hut we'll
have expenenwd players coming
back >

Other coaches leading their
teams to successful seasons and
recejving consideration were
Greg Hudlins (Clarenceville),
Mike Salter (QGayden City) and
John Bechtel (Farmington),

Coach of the Year

Ol-Josh Abels
Garden City

FIRSY-TEAM OFFENSE

Miko Morsls, OL, Cathollc Conteal:
Morils did 8 lot for the Shamrocks, and
some of it he did through pain. The
three-year starter played the fost soveral
games with a cast over his broken hand,
He Injured his shoulder and sat out the
second half of the playoff win over Livo-

- nlg Stevenson, but he played the follow-
ing week against Walled Loke Western,

Nimble on his fect, Morris ployed
tackfe an both sides of the ball. He had
45% tackles, Including 4% sacks. The
strongest CC player, lie bench presses
420 pounds and runs the 40-yacd dash
In 4.9 seconds. lowa and Toledo are
among the teams recruiting Morils.

“He went through a (ot of pain just to
get owt ttere,” CC coech Tom Mach

sald. “Collegos are looking ot him as ¢ ~

defensive gloyer, but ) think he's good
enough to play offense of defense. He
hos excellent mavement.,

“Ilooked ot him 8s the king of impact
ployer Doug Brzezlaski (Philadelphio
Eagics) was. He controlled his side of
the tine and wos oble to chose down
bucks; he hos the speed for defense.”

Steve Donilnguoz, OL, Rodford £C:
Dominguez anchored the other side of
the line for the Shomrocks, He started
o years at left teckie on offense and
also excelted when playing defensive
tackle this ceason. Dominguez recorded
15 tockles.

*He's very hardnosed, a greot base
blacket, excetlent onc-on-one,” Mach
sald. "He hus very good technlque and
great temperament for the gume.”

Nick Somples, OL, Westland Gloan: A
vorsity performer since his freshman
year, Samples” Junlor season was cut
short In & secondvound playoft win over
Deteoit Henry Ford when he sultered @
kage infury. The tackle underwent suc.
cessful surgery last month and s on the
Toud 1o recovery.

Sampies was only one of two junlors
10 make the AWIAA squad.

“We're counting on Nick 10 rehab and
come back strong next year,” Glenn
coach Chuck Gordon said. “He was our
vest offensive lineman, He Just had o
great yeur,

"Vle brought him up to the varsity os
@ ninth grader and maybe thot was too
500m, but he had the size (65, 260) and
we wanted to work with him early.”

Josh Abols, OL, Gordon City: Abels
was voted Garden City’s most valuable
player on the offensive line the lost two
seasons. The stiongest pleyer on the

team, Abels started two years on the .

varsity,

He also played defensive tackte in
shortyardage situtions, registering 12
s0lo tackles, including one sack, with
five gssists. Ploylng tennis in the spring
helps his foot work.

“Josh has Improved a fot since lost
year. He put on more myscle mass end
got a lot stranger,” coach Mike Saiter
sald. “For o big guy, he has very good
feet; he moves well. He's a very good
pass blocker; he sets up well with
strong legs and uppers bedy.

*0n fourth-and-1 from the goal ling
agoinst Wyandotte, we went behind
Josh and scored. On fourth-and-4
ogainst Lincoln Park, we went behind
Josh and got the fitst Sown. When we
need yardoge, that's who we'd go to.”

Brlan Nolson, WR, Farm. Hai Json
Neison was the only full-time storter
Hartison had returning ot the stort of
the season. He was o two-woy regular,
ploying free satety on defense in addi.
tion to wide receiver,

Helson caught 20 posses for 400
yards and five Louchdowns. He also wos.
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Herrington, top gridders earn a@@@mﬁ@@

Top coach:
Farmington
Harrison
football
coach John
Herrington
was named
the Observer
Coach of the
Year after
leading the
Hawhs toa
10th state
title. He's the
only head
coach the
Hawhks have
ever h?.d,
compiling a
271 -[)58-1
record in 30
seasons,

4.0f-4 pessing for 120 yards, and he
punted 37 times for 8 36.4 overage. On.
defense, he wos one of the leading tock:
fers with 102 hits, énd he led the team
with elgnt

it
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in two years as the Shamrocks' starting
teliback, He totaled 1,334 yards in 197
carries this year for @ 6.6ynrdsper-cany
averpge in 10 games. He scored 13

“Ho was our best poss receiver,” Ker-
rington soid. “He hod to ploy tight end
when our tight ends got hurt, but he's
seally more of a split end. He turned into
on outstanding punter, too.

~He knows coverages well and wos
able to get cur dofensive backs in the
right positions. Gn offcase, he hos out
standing hands. )f he wos neas the ball,
he wouvld catch it.”

Biad Bucklor, TE, Livonla $tovenson:
The senlor was o stalwart on both sides
of the ball for the Spartans.

He led Stevenson with 15 recoptions
for 201 yoids. On defense, he wos the
team's deading tackier ot linebacker
{91) &nd had four sacks.

"Brad wag just relentless on
defense,” Stevenson coach Tim Gobel
sold, "He played overy down just this
side of outof-control, which caused him
to win our weekly ‘Big Hit' oward four
times in 10 gomes.

~0n offonse, tie ules incredibly soft
hands to make overy cotch with text
book form. He was our go-to recciver.”

Grant Wobor, @8, Farmington: Weber
was the main offenslve thrent for the
Falcons, rushing for 1,167 yards and 15
touchdowns on 195 carries. He mode
37 plays that went 20 yords or mere.
Weber also passed for 654 yords and
three touchdowns, completing 55 of
105 attempts,

One of tho strongest players on the
team, he olso started ot defensive back.
He was in on 56 tackles, hod 11 pass
breakups, Intercepted two passes and
blocked a field goal, Weber punted 26
times for @ 35.4 averoge.

I'm not sure anybody in the aren is
any tougher than hs is,” cosch John
Bechtel said. “He nover come off field;
he never missed o snap from center, He
made big plays when we needed it all
year long.,

"The more physical the game was the
mose Impressive he was, because ho
iiked ploylng that way. He's a hard-
nosed kid; he's Just a great high school
player.”

John Nava, RB, Catholic Contral: Kava
omassed move than 2,000 yards rushing

As 0 starting linebacker e
hed 43 tackles and one sack,

Keve's outstanding high school
carecr ended on o down note, He sat
out the district champlonship game
ogainst Walled Lake Western with a
spinat problem,

“He's one of the best bucks we've
over hod," Mach said. "He hos 8 great
combination of speed and power. He's
the type of back who can sun ovar you
or a70und you. He nover ployed in @ los-
ing game on the varsity, He got the
tough yards but also broke the big one
whon we needed it.”

Mike Gperiw, RB, Gardsn CHy: Since
Garden City West ang Eest formed to
make Garden City High in the early
1980s, no running back hss enjoyed @
better season then Sparks hag this fall.

Extremely quick ot getting to the line
of scrimmage, he rushed for 1,494 yards.
in 250 attempts 8rd scored 18 touch-
downs. Both are single-season records.

Sparks g!s0 ployed outside linebacker
on defense, recording 54 solo tackles,
including two socks, and 17 assists
with two fumble recoveries,

“Mike hits holes hord and, efter he
hits the hote, makes people miss,”
Salter sald, “He has greal moves and
studder steps, He's the best back we've
hod In Gorden City s far beck as I cen
remember, either playing with o coach-
ing for.”

Ede jenos, RS, Westland John Glean:
Nobody had o better year running the
football than Jones, who was never hetd
under 100 yards in any of the 12 Glena
gomes. That's not bad for a converted
first-team, Ali-Observer wlda receiver,

Jones hed a school-record 2,183
y#1ds on 314 carrles ond 22 touch.
downs Lhls season. He averaged seven
yords pes corry. He also broke Tony
Boles' single-game rushing mark with
289 sgainst Plymauth Canton,

“Eric Just hod a tremendous yeor for
vs,” Gordon said. *Teams knew he was
golng 1o get the ball & Jot, and he still
plied up the yordege.

“We know he had good speed, but
this year ha also hecame @ powerful run-

Mike Macek, RB, Redford Unloa: Few
pleyers in the state hove better high
tight film materin! than t4acek, ¢ thee-
year starter on both sldes of the ball,

Hobbfed by e feg injury midwoy
through the year, Macek still gained
844 yards, for 8n averege of 6.4 per
carry, and six louchdowns. He also
scored three times on special teams,
runs thot covered 93, 93 and 54 yards.

Macek caught seven pacses for 168
yords and two touchdowns and fitled in
ot querterback. completing four of 18
poss sttempts for 150 yards and one
score. He also excelled ot linebacker,
finighing with 185 carcer tackles, 13
sacks, and seven interceptions.

Macek owns most RU records on
offense, accounting for 4,622 total
yards ond 53 touchdowns. He emassed
3.146 yards rushing ond scored 39
touchdowns. He also ceught 29 passses
for 476 yods and five TDs. tMacek also
handied the punting.

“Mike Is one of the best pleyers i've
ever conchied in 20 years,” RU coach
Glenn Scala said. "He did whatever It
took to give us the advantage and win
the game. He never geve up, even this
yeor, when he was hurt a few gemes
{pulted hamstring}, he ployed as hord as.
he coula.” .

Tim Bhaw, 8, Livonla Claroncoviite:
Just @ sophomare, Shaw is plready
iewriting the secord books for tha Tio-
jans and is une of the reasons
Clarencevilie was undefeated during the
regular season,

With the torch passed frem all-stater
Walter Roglend {Adrian Coliege), Show
was the arey’s secondleading rusher
with 2,025 yerds on 179 corres (21,3
overage),

He also hed an oreolending 28 touch-
downs. Show rushed for a seasonhigh
300 yords In 27 cavies ogainst Bloom
field Hills Cranbrook, while accounting
for over 400 total yards in that game.

“Offensively, as he went, wo went,'"
Clarencoville coach Greg Hudkins said.
“As the Genson progressed, we upped
his carries from 14 to 25 o game. Tim
was definitely our goto guy.

*He's ono of the hwdastworking kids
we have In the welght room. if he steys
heaitiry, we look for him to get stronger
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