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Performing ‘The Nutcracker’
a dream come true for dancers

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
BTAYY WRITER
Ichomin®oe.homecomninet

Brittany Turner always
dreamed of dancing in “The
Nutcracker.” Turner, along with
hundreds of Jittle girla and boya
from Livonia to Canton and
Rochester Hilla, will have the
opportunity to live their dreams
when soveral productions of
Tehaikovsky's classic ballet turn
stages into enchanted worlds of
Sugar Plum Fairies and life-size
dancing dolla.

A Bloomfield Hilla resident,
Turner joina with the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra and Ballet
Internationale for 12 perfor-
mances of Tchaikovsky’s classic
ballet at the Detroit Opera
House, Dec, 9-19, Her experience
playing a munchkin in the Wiz.
ard of Oz at the Fox Theatre in
April helped the 11-year-old
dancer overcome jitters at open
auditions for the DSO's
“Nutcracker.”

“It was a dream come true,”
said Turner, who studies dance
at Annette and Co. in Farming-
ton Hills and the Amurlcnn
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Irina Komarenko from Ukraine’s
d Donotsk Ballet, and

Dance Acad in Ci

was kind of nervous at the begin-
ning of the audition but toward
the ond I felt confident.”

Turner, a student et Wost
Hills Middle School, is one of 85
local dancers filling the roles of
party-goors, pages, mice, dolls,
harlequins, soldiers, shepherds
and snowflakes in the DSO pro-
duction. Ballet Internationale,
under the diroction of Eldar
Aliev, brings together dancers
from Russia, Ukraine, 'Curkey,
Italy, Japan, Korea, Austria,
Latvia, Columbia, Armenia,
Uzbekiatan and the U.S. Ogul-
can Borova of Turkey, o bronze
medaliat in the world's oldest
ballet competition in Buigaria;
Chieko Oiwn, a Jaf dancer

Russian dancer Alexei Tiukov,
gold medalist in the Arnhenque
Internntionu] Competition in
France, will share the roles of
Prince and Sugarplum.

“I'm having a lot of fun,” said
Turner who began rehearsals for
the Waltz of Flowers two months
ago.

Turner will have plenty of
lecal dancers to keep her compn-

ny on the Detroit Opera House,

stage. Also in the production are
Cameron Groenewoud, Ply-
mouth; Blaise Badynee, Livonia;
Robbie Parks, Redford; Carlie
Harrison, Garden City; Micha
Mathews and Noelle Hardy,

who won the Asin Pacific Inter-
ti ] Dance Com

F i Hills; Holly Fusco,
West Bloomfield; Sarah Tilden
and Megan Tallman, Rachester

Hills; Angela Gaabo, Rochester;
Paige Hardie and Julia Pyko,
Bloomf{ield Hills; Katie Weed,
Franklin; Michelle Kasprick,
Molly Wagener, Jaclyn Hilde-
brand and Rebecea Fisher, Troy;
Kamari Patrick and Jasmine
Harrig, Southfield; Megan
Okoniewski, Oxford, and Brit-
tany Buchanan, Adam Brenner
and Ryan Steele, Walled Lake.

The Detroit Symphony Orches-
tra will present “The Nuterack-
er” with Ballet Internationale
Thursday, Dec. 9, to Sunday,
Dec. 19, 8 p.m. Thursdays.Satur-
days, Dec, 9-11 and 18-18, 2 p.m.
Snturdoys, Dec. 11 and 18, and 1

p.an. and 4 p.m. Sundays, Dec, .

12 and 19, at the Detroit Opera
House, 1628 Broadway.

Tickets $14-§60, call (313)
576-5111/(813) 874-SING.

9am - 8 pm Daily

s

November 26 - December 23™
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“Casselli’s able to capture that
persona behind the horo.”

One would never gueas by
looking at Tony England that
he's one of the heroes of the
space program. As he prepared
to talk to school children visiting
the exhibit, the former NASA
estronaut was anxious to see the
artista’ impreasions of hias experi-
ences, A professor at the Univer-
aity of Michigan, England eaid
1987-72 and 1078-1988 were
intonae yoars for him in the
NASA space program.

“I'm, always impressed by art
because it adds nomel.hing that
photography 2an't,” said Eng-
land. *“I admire n for bring-
ing this to the public.”

Car One focuses on NASA's
formative years — Mercury, Gnm-

focuses on the vehicle thrusting
skyward above the Kennedy
Space Center.

Car Two records NASA's
greatest achievements: the space
shuttles Discovery, Atlantis and
Endeavor, and the tragic loss of
the seven mamber- of the Chal.
lenger crew in 1888, Greg Mort's
graphite drawing relays the sad-
nese of the moment by d'p[cﬂnz
a shrouded spa . The 1
orchestra and jn:
n by Jane Ira Bloom

ly sounds hope for

the future.
Car three focuses on recent
nnd fuh.lm imthlival Includin‘

USA scoks to enrich lives
through the arts. Artrain UBA

od its tour nationally in
1873 with support from the
National Endowment for the

“In the beginning they had to
create an arts orgenization
before our train would come into
their community,” said Polich.
“The things that happen are

cal when Artrain shows up.

“In Healdesburg in Sonoma
Valley they refurbished an oid
abandoned  depot. An artist
was sent into s to work

with students.

1 ]
Ploneer. ViHn V rager, Magel-
jan, Galileo, lhrl Pnthﬂnder.
and the Hubble Space Telescope.
John Solie wi the assem-

ini and Apollo, From
Lester Cooke's sketch of Houston
Mission Control Center techni-
ciens monitoring the 1969 moon-
walk to a 1968 oil, “Power to
Go,” by Paul Cnlle, the images
stir excitement in the viewer,
Using vibrant color and sweep-
ing brushstrokes, Calle conveys
the powar behind Apollo 11's
Saturn 6 booster rocket with ita
five F-1 engines,

Stand back from Atilla Hejja’s
1884 oil, “The Light Ship,” to
fully tako in the breathtaking
sight of Challenger’s first night-
launch. Hejja’s dynamic painting

ART BEAT

bly of the telescope in the white
room in a 1988 acrylic. Linda

per gives an up-close view of
astronauts parforming estrave-
hicular activities in space in
1984, Staphen Sprouse's dress
mirrors elements of Martian
landscape.

To date, more than 2.8 million
people in 800 communities in 44
states and the District of
Columbia have visited the train,
which is based in Ann Arbor.
Founded in 1871 by the Michi-
gan Council for the Arts to reach
communities without access to
metropolitan mussums,

ds was h\mg nll
to do
this, but Artuln wak tho cata-
lyst.”

Money from corporate a5d pri-
vate contributions, foundations,
and grants account for 80 per-
cent of the nonprofit Artrain’s
budget. R

Funding from sponsor Daim-
JerChrysler will keep the
"Arthtry of Space” exhibit

uh 2002. Eduumon

a-

tions by lnul artists such as
Nancy Weisa, ere underwritten
by Target to teach children
about line, color, and subjecta.
*“Without DaimlerChrysler, we
wouldn't be able to do it,” said
Artrain USA spokesperson

ura Drew.

Want to publicize an arts
cvent, or know a talented local
artist who deserves recognition?

It's news that belongs in Art
Beat.

Send information to Art Beat,
Eccentric Newspapers, 805 E.
Maple, Birmingham, MI 48008,
fax (248) 644-1314.
TRAVEL 10 VENICE

Join the Birmingham Bloom-
field Art Center's art historian
and Italian art expert Deborah

Kawsky and BBAC Director ~

Janet Torno on a tour of Venice,
Italy.
In Venice, Travelers will visit

Tour participants will alao
visit Venice's n

Detroit, ﬁu Chumber Winds also

lagooa:
islands, known for the tradition-

al arts o!‘ lace-making and glass-+

blowing.

For questions or reservations, *

please call (248) 844-08686.
CHAMEER WINDS TO PERFORM AT
CONFERERCE

Detroit Chamber Winds &
Strings will perform at the 63rd
Annual Midwest Clinic, an. Inter-

tional Band and Orch
Conference.

The event will be held in
Chicago on Dec. 15. More than
12,000 music educators and per-
formers are d to attend,

churchas. palaces and

rt series at
lhgapian World of Ruga in
Birmingham, and the onnual
Great lakes Chamber Muaic Fes-
tival.

NEW SCULPTURE BY DR QIUSTI

A new bronze sculpture by
Sergio De Giusti of Redford
Township hea been installed in
downtown Detroit.

The 9-foot sculpture is titled
“Urban Stele,” It's been placed in
front of the Blue Cross and Blue
Shield Plaza at Lafayette and
Beaubien.

De Giusti is well known in the
arts community. He lmu also cre-
for

featuring Vi
masterpieces from the Byzantine
to the modern era.

season of nine :unnru at loca.
tions around metropolitan

ated >
lhe City of Detroit and the State
Michigan.
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Mmys College “Classics on the Lake”

Sponm Al long Ford / Obsarver & Eccentric Newspapers / Erhard BMW / MM/Carron Setvices, Inc.

and Claude Bolling’s

CutTime Players present Sergei Prokofiev's

Peter and the Wolf . |

~ Narrated by Dr Isaiah McKinnon

“Suite for Flute and Jaxx Septet”
~ Guest Soloist, Alexander Zonjic

Orouindw'iuwﬁ, Culfime Playsrs eumim‘ of eight distinguished

‘

Gl

Pipers’
Holiday
Concert
{eaturing Ervin Monroe
and Alexander Zonjic
with npccinl guest,
pianist Margaret Kapasi

er
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