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United Mothodist Church. at Providence Hospital. ‘A.ngeln Hoapice in Livonio. He
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Patterson: More than 1':00 000
‘new busmesses added to SMART

BYKENVAN STEENKISTE

Sure, the cconomy i8 booming.

Buil that doesn’t mean a thivg to  areas.’ a

Qakland County residents who . 5

can't get their ,‘,{, i L.Brooks Patterson
Fortunately, those residents —Oakland County executive S

who can't drive can Jump on one Creators Or FNE JEWELRY Since 1925

of the fastest growing bus sys-

tems in the nation. future growth. roads,” he said. 528 N. Old Woodward, Birmingham, Mi
That was the message Dec. 1 “If there is anything we should =~ McNamara said the gas tax " 4 Blks. North of Maple

as tri-county exccutives and offi- be doing in this state, it’s should be completely allocated to 2'48_642_2650

cials from the Suburban Mobility

H ‘We have boen very adaptive, we can move
very quickly to provide service to Job growth

Authority for Regional Trans-
portation lauded the bus sys-
tem’s progress.

- SMART, on the brink of
bankruptcy in 1992, now boasts
the fastest growing ridership in
the U.S., SMART Chairman
Matt Wirgau announced at a
press conference at SMART
headquarters in Detroit.

The suburban Detroit SMART
bus system, with growth of 25
percent, far outpaces similar sys-
temas. Its closest compétition is
from Los Angeles’ system, which
experienced 14 percent growth,
officials said.

In 1998, just over nine million
people rode the SMART lines.

. Qakland County Executive L.
Brooks Patterson, on hand for
the event, said attending to the
of small business owners
becn an important factor in
fncreasing the SMART eystem's
fevenue.
. “We've added 130,000 new
businesses to the SMART
routes,” he noted. “We have been
very adaptive, we can move very
gmrkly to pmv:de service to job

H ergau credited cooperation
between cmployess, manage-
faent and county government for
the jump in ridership.

< “If it wasn't for support from

proving public tation,
The 10 percent gas tax con-
sumers pay should be spent on
public transportation, not
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public transportation programs
like SMART because “there are
80 many other ways of paying for
roads.”

Monday-Friday 10-5:30« Saturday until 5:00 « in December Thursday unt} 8:00

=== Sprint. Sprint PCS®

The Clear Alternative to Cellutar

Free LonG DisTANCE

ON RATE PLANS STARTING AT $29% s ncart

-

by mml vmh U

of any vireless phone of Best Buy‘,

R
L&

Iandernhlp in Macomb, Wayne “"“"”w
and Oakland countios this would
not have been possible. There
were a lot of akeptics (of
SMARTs viability) in Qaklond

--County and I thank L. Brooks
Patterson for his support in con-
vincing those people, * Wirgau
said.
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Patterson also coutioned .
ageinst mergiog the ailing
Detroit Department of Trans-
portation with the SMART lines,
4 paasibility which has been dis-
:::ud b.y stato legislators and in
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media.

" A limited consolidetion of
some services may be advanta-
geous, but we just can't take the
mmdlump them together,” he

Gotting employees to work
during & boom economy has been
a key factor in SMART's
turnaround, explained Ralph
. Board member
end Vlca Chairman . of the
Mmmb County Board of com-

"Whmlﬁrltcameontodxe
bou'd, SMART had a $20 million
dollar Qeficit,” be said, ”l‘h-t
should be paid off this

year”

* Wayne County Egecutive Ed
McNamera stressed SMART's
iture, advancing an agenda for




