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‘AHEAD

Cantata: Forest Park Bap-

tist Church will present
its Children’s Christmas
Musical at 6 p.m. Sun-
day, Dec., 12, The Adult
Christmas Cantata will
be held at 11 a.m, Sun-
day, Dec. 19. The church
8 located at 26806 Farm-
ington Road, Call 476-
0080,

Perform: Farmington
High School band and
orchestra students will
perform “Music for the
Holidays” at 7:30 m, at
the Farmington

School auditormm.

Meet: The Farml'ngton
Hills City Council meets
at 7:30 p.m.

‘"HOMETOWN. HISTORY

Millennium: Be a g art of
your Hometown History,

Usher in 2000 with a pho-
tograph and special mes-
sage in the Farmington
Observer. Plense see page
C9 for details.
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Tickets on sale
for Civic gala

Tickets are still on sale for the
much-anticipated Clvic Theatre
Grand Re-Opening Gala Week-
end, A $50-per-icket gala on Sat
urday, Jon.

8, ,
ly will

¢ the celes
bmdon s pin-

Thnro will
be opportu-
nitica avail-
able for any-
body in the
cammunitg
10 help wit
the festivi-

COtaiG
ATIRACTIONS

yled Fridoy-
Bunday, Jan.
7-9, 2000. .
The city of Farmington pur-
chased the Civic this year from
Greg Hobler, whose family had
owned the Grand River landmurk
since its opening in 1940,
Following are wme of the high-
lights on the schedule;
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Exchange Club celebrates 75 years, A3
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MEAP

stumps
students

M Fifih- and efghth-grade
students st ed wnth the
state's first tes

social studies. But they sti[l
fared better thaa the state
averages.

By TiM BuITH

STAVF WirTea

tiunith@oe homecomm. ot

Farmington school district students
struggled with the first Michigan Edu-
cationa) Assessment Prograin socis)
studies test, yet sti)l outperformed
state test averages.

But there is optimism that round twe
will bring improvement, ssid Kristin
Gekiere, administrator for resesrch,
ugsessment, munx and eynlustion for
the Fermington district.

The debut socis) studies MEAP test -
with emphuosis on critical thinking and
writing - was administered o fifth snd
eighth graders jin Janusry and Febru-
ary. (High school juniors took the test
in the spring; those results are not yet
available.)

Eighth graders in Farmington fared
better than ifth graders did. Scores at
the elementary schools were “sll over
the place* but more consistent at the
middle schoo) level.

“People did not know what was
expected or how o prepare for it,” said
Gekiere, *And the test Js different. It
required more b:xher-level thinking,
more constructed res,

For eumple. 8 nudent would be

8 graph or chart and,
mnu prlor knowledge, wkite g two-
page report. Tested subjects included
civics, economics, geography end histoe-

- ;te-x‘mmmw mrmvc’
as districts become familiar with the

content of the escial studies portion.
Timing is ancther problem: some
schools in the state teach different sub-
Jjects at different times &f the year,

Besides being new, the socisl studies
test was described as the most chal-
lenging part of the MEAP, aceording to
a report issued by the state education
department, *Critical thinking skills
slone are pot enough for students Lo be
successful on this test,” it stated,

Gekicre suid students performed
“pretty equal® smong four sub-
jects pt the elementary and middle
schoo} levels,

Fifth grade comparison
Even so, Farmington fifth graders

b,

Hello: Santa stopped by to jo

art: Accompanist Susan Garr listens to
Sunta plunk out a Christmas carol.

8 of the Far

rehenrsal. The chorus pmwnts “It Must Be the Holiday Season” on Dec, 17 and 18, at Mercy
High School, at 8 p.m.

BTAKY W)

i
dle

chairmun.

spring.

Community Chorus for a

Chorus
dishes up
holiday

program

BY JﬂAHNE MAuBLE\\bKI
)Mbuw.luﬂodmmuummuu

Tickets are selling fust for the Formington Com-
munity Churus’ unnual loliday Concert at 8 p.m.
17 and 18 st the Mercy Auditorinm at fl
and 11 Mile rouds,
“We've been rehearsing sinee the Tuesdoy ulter
Labor Doy,” gaid Jeff Zorn, member and publicity ©;

The haliday concert is one of two of the chorus’ -
mojor concerts of the yeur. The other is in the -

Guests wil) be treated to a howt of holidoy
faverites, including “Glory w the New Born King,”
“Menoroh, Menorah,”
You Hear What I Hear,” und “Gloria.

But there's eyen more in store for guests who be
treated o o number of smuller scts performed by
voleists und smoller groups within the 75-H0-

BYAPY Puirvos BY BUL Barsiin

“Hurruh for Christmas,” “Do

Plcase sca CHORUS, A4

On assignment

Volunteer begins his
tour of duty in Asia

ello everybody from Urbekistan.

1 hope all is well in Farmington.

‘This is my first report as a Peace
Corps volunteer in Urbekistan, which
is ju central Asin and part of the for-

mer Sovist U

1 am almost thru months into my
service and will be leaving for my per-
mnnlnt ulu in Bamarkand scon.

second Jargesticity

in Uzhekhnn The populatioh §s
betwoen 500,000 and £00,000. Tha cli-

Bamarkand is in a valley and is sur-
rounded by mountains and desert, It js
ae bfuul city on the historic “8ilk

T will be teaching business and eco-

nomics at twu unlvanm-l. ane bain, nﬁ
[

the other Bumnrlund Arthlucturnl

and Bujlding Institute. My secondary.

project will be helping local farmers

obtain amall loans through an organi-

gone, were do 1 begin? A group of 80
volunteers, including myself, arrived
in Tashkent at 4 a.m. Aug. 18, We

_connecting flights in Brussels and

istanbul. Irenicslly, we landed in
Istanbul ahout eight hours after the
masjor earthquuke, hut had no ides
what had happened unti) wa wers in

Tashkent the next day,
For the first week ol training we ali

VOLUNTEER ASSIGNMENT

Farmington
Pesace

o-malls his
articles from
Uzhekistan

Crunch: The after-school crowd hits the streets in front of -}
Farmington High School. The city proposes an ordinance

to limit strect parhing.

Rules introduced
to prohibit parking

By Tid Buimit
BIAYY WRITER
tamjth@os.homecomm.net

Farmington High Schoal staff
and studentw turned Shinwassee
Iad into an auxiliary parking It
of surts because of the major con.
.atruction this year.

Boon, however, those who con-
tinue pnrklnz there face the )ikeli
hood of being issued citations by
the Farmington Public Bafety
Department.

On Monday, Dec. G, the city
courci} introduced a pair of traffic
ardinance nmondmmu mqu(ring
that vehi to FHS

BIMT Puoto by UL Busa

utaff and utudents be parked on
school property, Both are expected
ta be formally approved at the
next session, 8 p.m. Mondny, Jan,
3

“We did hove a big (parking)
probiem hecause of the construc-
tion workers” tsking up reaulur
parking wpace W park their vehl-
cles, said Farmington High Princi-
pal dohn Barrett, who recently
naked the city to review the sjtua-
tion, “The city allowed parking
nlunu Shiawassee and we neeied
i

Major construction is nearing an

Plouso woe PAKIGNE, A3




