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Former mayor to serve on cable

PAYY WEITRR .
‘hummw
When Farmington Hills city
officials begin the formal procoss
of re-franchising cable telovi

Among the aticking pointl,
Vagnorzi explained, has been
the issuo of local access chan-
nels. Currently, the aystem
includes city, -chool and puhllc
access ch all

servico provider Time Warner, a
famtliar face will appear nt the
table,

Council members have
appointed Aldo Vagnozzi to serve
on an administrative roview
pane! that will hear Time Warn.
er's cage for re-franchising.
Vagnozzi, who just ended a term
as Farmington Hills mayor, fills
a apot crented when the city
agreed to establish the plnnl
earlier thln yoar,

“This is part of the process to
try to come up with a franchise
agreement,” Vagnozzi said. “We
act as hearing officers on issues
as they como of out negotia-
tions.”

Vagnozzi’s history with the
issue made him the right man’
for the job, accarding to City
Manager Steve Brock. While
serving as mayor, he was a
member of the city’s cable come
mission.

In n memo to council members,
Brock - wrote, “1 believe Mr.
Vegnozzi will be an excellent
representative based on hia
knowledge of the topic and con-
cern for the community and its
cable subscribers.”

That’s exactly the reason
Vagmozzi volunteered.

free. The cable company provides
them at no charge, as part of
their franchise agreement.

He said the biggest sticking
point has been the cable compa-
ny’s desire to cut back on those
services. Time Warner'’s General
Manager Bob McCann said the
intent is to split one channel in a
norrow broadcast so only resi.
dents in ench city would view
that dty'u pro,

The citics have hulked at the
idea, which wouid eliminate the
opportunity for reaidonts to
learn what's going on in neigh-
boring communitles.

“We think the number of chan-
nels tho cities want is unreason-
able,” McCann enid.

However, he nddzd, that's only
one of sevoeral major sticking
points that have stalled informal
negotiations. He believes Time
Warner has eonmltuntly negoti-

ated in good faith.
“I've had hope for the informal

process since we started,” he -

said. “It's incredible that it's
taken this long. Should they
decide to take (the formal) rvad,
there’s not much we can do
about it.”

" Brock also hopes officials can

succeed with informal negotia-
tiona. Govarned by federal law,

"l thought it was éppmprlnce X
I'had the of -

deuhng with Time Warner for
four years,” he said.

the fi ess
moves from the mfnrmnl to the

. formal, which is more tightly

be an
oxeollont representa-
tlvo

M ‘I bellove Mr.
Vagnozzl will

. Steve Brock
o ~—City er

regulated, he explained.

On the positive side, the three
cities served - Farmington,
Farmington Hills and Novi —
have a little more control in the
formal arena, They have the
authority to appoint a panel and
choase how negotiations will pro-
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-franchlse admlmstratlve panel
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Appolnted: Former Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi will remain
involved in cable television.

ceed.
“It's just been very frustrat-

«ing," he said. “The formal pro-
 coss gives us a bit more lati-

tude.”

It should also move more
quickly than telks thus far,
Brock added, If all elso fails, he
expects the panel will begin ite
work in early January, review-
ing written briefs from both
pides, .

But he still hopes an agree-
ment can be struck before then.

*We're hopeful the informal
procesa will still prevail, but we
have the formal procesa’to fall
back on,” Brock said, “We're not
that far apart, quite frankly.”

MILITARY NEWS

Military Grad

Air National Guard Airman
1st Class Keith Bowles has grad-
uated from basic military train-
ing at Lackland Air Force Base
in San Anr-nmo, Texaa,

During the six weeks of train-
ing, the airman studied the Air

training in human relations,

In addition, airmen who com-
plete basic training earn credits
toward an associate degree
through the community college
of the Air Force.

Bowles is the son of Susan and
stepson of Keith Westbrook of
Fi . He is a gradu.

Force mission, and

customs and' received apecial

ate ol:Harmun lel: School.
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Capture The Joys Of Holidays Past,
And The Promise Of 'Ihed;\z:um

« Over 200 locations worldwide
+ For Hi
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+Same day service
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doceen thpudnuiquuv‘
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Stits, FRAMING
FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

NARDIN

THE PARK

Four Christmas Eve Services
For Every Member Of Your Family...
4:30pm A holiday experience for children and their families,
6:00 pm Christmas celebration with youth choirs, bells and lyrical

6:00 pm Traditional Christmas Eve servwe. ﬁentunng

" the Chancel and Sancmuy

11:00 pm Contemporary Sounds of Christmas, with communion.
Please Join Us to Celebrate the Birth of Christ
Nardin Park... On 11Mile, Just West Of Middlebelt




