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Conversations ;...

intended.)

Pretty straight

In these days of “anything
goea” in the art world, McCay
believes that his greateat chal-
lenge as & teacher is to help stu-
dents at the Center of Creative
Studies — where he's associnte
dean ~ stay away from clover
and derivative allernatives.

. *“Whether students are fn ani-
miation, interior design, fine art
or diziul medio, there's 8 com:
mon denominator ~ we're all
visual artists. Wo're all looking
to get beyond the obvious.”

In some ways, McCay is from
the old achool, where technicai
ability comes before concoptual
talent. “The discipline and tech-
nical merit come first.”

. He doesn't hold back his views
about the fleeting ideas pushed
around by many contemporary
artists, *If an artist works with
chicken wiro and chickcéh vomit,
well, okay, then what? What's it
about?”

While his paintings are both
literal and abstract, McCay's
language is straightforward,
*Probably because I was raised

N

A breaihtaking view of one
of the most revered courses
in the world,
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n Scotland,” he said, “Scota are
pratty straight about a lot of
stuff.”

Finding his way

The rolling hills of Franklin
aren't quite the rugged high-
lands of western Scotland where
McCay grew up. But there’s no
mistaking the .solitude it pro-
vides for McCay, and his wife,
Jennifer Muir, a stafl member at
the Birmingham H!oomﬁuld Art
Centor.

Two months after moving to
Franklin from Indian Village on
Detroit's east sido, McCay in still

4
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lumn shared by Former
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story of
Buzzy's adventures 'as
he leams'to belleve In
himself. -

ﬂmunn his way around uw two-
he
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turned to the area to juror | the’
h Fine Arts C
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ln.uida the living
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Pey Cass C

.- proudly points‘out an anti

portelain sink still in use In: the
kitchen, And he's quick to offer a’
tour of tha barn, whers the smell ,
‘of horses is ingrained in'the
wooduu floors and walls, .

As s00n as he makes hia first .

, toillion, he promises himuself,

he'll renovats the old barn into a-
nudln. '

‘ But it's nuuﬁle, as he Im-g-
ines tho impending changes to
the natural landscape, when it
becomes clear that McCay’s pur-
suit of merging the literal with
the obstract fan't “tmere nca- :
demic concept.’ .-

J
+ For a moment, being'an artiat °

and teacher’'are inseparablo, :
'Worldng with students, it's like
you're feeding them, and thuy'm
feeding you”

Like a npr!ng»l‘ad -pond that ‘:,

turns still in early winter. .
Frank Provenzano'is an arts '

reporter /or the Observer & |
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. .The:
“ertiat fan't shy to stata fhor opin- *

jons. But it was her refrashing
honesty that left'an indelible
mark on this past year's nrta
competition,

Lesson: Honesty is a przrequl-
#ite for artistry,

Mombors of the wﬂun grovp”
* that has met at Mary Atn' -

Vordi-Hus' home ih Beverly*
Hills for tho Inst 20 years. "This
is our water cooler,” safd author
Loren Estloman, one of the
members of the group. .
- -Lesson: Writers Tive I
nommumly. NS
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A celebration of the greatest
meeting of land and water.

The wonders of MI:higan from’’
AtoZ-forchildren of alt ages.

Available at all bool&stbres} or call Sleeping Bear iiress;
. 1-800-487-2323, or visit our web site

@s]eeplngbearpress.com
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to round out one's life.”
Everything is connect-

David Popa of Birmingh
who it be the hardest work.
ing gnllary owner inthe area. By
dey, Popa {s a project manager
at er Relurch By night .

teachor,

Lesson: Write for yourself,

Donna Anderson, who left a
lucrative career with IBM to
pursub her love of art. Hor
gallery of African artifacts and
hiatorical textiles has recently
re.oc-ted . to downtown

and on w plans .

exhibits at Galerie. Blu in. .

Pontiac. *I keep ulllna mynlf..

‘Do whiat you love.”

"'l.annn: Follow your heart. -
"Larry Bmith of Bloomﬂnld

Hills, who chaired th

Laesson: ; Remmbar.. Jlutn

Gay Rubjn’of Birmlnghnm
. told of how shie overcame thd
insecuritios of being o “secret
writer.” In the lnat fow yoars,
Rubin has d as ono of the

dElnnnm art Aucﬁnn
tee. Smith defined his standard
for a four-whesl work nr art'as
“Drop-dead gorgeous,” as in a
aporty silver Porsche,

Lesson: Love of art isn't con-
atrained to traditional artforma.

Kitty Dubin, always ono to
recognize a gnud atary, The
Birmingham playwright was &
finaliat in the Turnip Theatre’s -
Fifth Annun} 16-minuto play fes-
tival. Deapite the paucity of
opportunitiea for local play-

' wright-. Dubin continues to

both as an artist and

work . is néx y

most oft blished ahort-story
writer in the aroa.

Lesson: Fersistence pays cﬂ'

Rick Rhan of Bloomfield
Hills, who took a simple expres-
asion, “Duhl,” and turned it into a
book of personal growth. Rhan's
book, “Evolve Yourself,” opens
with a quote from Dante and
Jofferson Airplane. After yenrs
of struggle; the biggest influence
of the book wns probably on theg
author himself.

Lesson: The subject of every
book is its author,

‘Wa Ve alwnyl Had & ‘apacial

love affair with Datru " said

Justman,

 “There is a roal appmdntlun

from the band that connects us
with our fans in Detroit, Thoy
give us the energy wo need and
wao go out and give 150 percent
ond try to leave it all on stage.”
Laok for the nover-say-I've-

heard-them-enough classica lke
“Give It To Me,”" “Whammoer

-pt;ge C1

Jammer/Hard Drivlnlg Man,”
and *Detroit Breakdown” te pro-.
pel the ovening into a frenzy,

And, oh yes, don’t forget to
save enough energy to join in on
*“Centerfold,” “Freeze-Framo™ or
*Just Can't Stop Me.”

Any now musie?

*We have some new ideas, but
right now they’re in the think
tank,” Justman said,

' That's OK because bringing
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back the favorites makes ull J;
Geils fans fecling like they “Just
Can't Wait.” .

Hitting the stage prior to the
J. Geils Band will be another
local favorite, Detroit's own
Romantica.

Editor’s Note: Jim Toth haa
becn preparing for the concert by
in hallg an
singing "Detroit Breakdown.”
Not a pretty sight.

BOOK
HAPPENINGS

Book Happenings features
cvents at suburban bookstores,
librarics and literary gatherings.
Send news leads to Keely Wygo-
nik, Observer & Eccentric Netws-
papers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livo-
nia, MI 48150, or fax them to
(734) §91.7279 or e-mail to
kwygonik® oe. homecomm.net.

BOOX SIGNING

The authors of “The Conversation
Pleco™ will appear at the
Northvlite Barnes and Noble store
to sign copies of thair new book.
Bret Nicholaus and Paul Lowrie
wilibe at the stora 2p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 19, The book con-
talns trivia quostions and inter-
esting facts that make great con-,
veisatlon storters. The store is

. "located In the shcwina pleza at

Hmmy and Slx Mile Road.
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Nmod aythor Carls Heifryman will
be the next speaker (nthe ™ °
. Dakland Communny College -

+ ¥; Writers Live Serios, Tuesday, Jen.

‘18, The program begins at 7 pm.
.dntiie Sones Johnson Theater on
“Hthe Royel Oak campus, Admission
{8 fred wnd the program is open to
* the public. Herryman, who has
¢ written 20 hooks In a vevlety of
i genres, will read selections flom
+ " he? publishod poetry, essays,

plays and fiction. A question-and-
answer sesslon wlll follow. Call
{248) 540-1500 for more In!nrmo-
tlon,
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