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House stymies Engler s bid to boost charter cap

BY MIKE MALOTT year. the co: year — House leader-  those students left behind in the
Despite approval by the Sen- ship didn't even take a vote distressed schoal districta.

mmalott@homecomm.net ato last week of House Bill 4959 bef?re .Fad‘)ouming for the year Engler bad th:::‘d‘d the liroit

— a bill already voted out by the early of this year

Unable to find the necessary Y out by the A handful of House Republi- 50 that new charter schools could

votes among representatives,
Gov, John Engler and the House
Republican leadership gave up
hopes of raising the cap on char-
ter achools by the end of this

House but ameaded in the Sen-
ate to contain verbiage raising
the limit on university-autbo-
rized “public school academies”
from the current 159 to 200 in

cans could not be convinced of
the need to raise the cap. The

concern of opponents, on
both sides of the aisle, was
accountability of charter schools
lt: the public and the state legis-

ture.
. Locally, two lawmakers were
among the holdouts who defeat-
od the bill — Rep. Patricia God-
v chaux (R-Birminghom) and Rep.
Gerald Law (R-Plymouth).
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Law explained that charter
schaols have been allowed to
operate like private schools, but
get taxpayer money to pay for
operations. He wanted provi-
pions added making charter
schools as accountable for their
spending as public schools are.

Godchaux said the charters
draw money away from public
schools. That makes it even
more difficult for failing school
districts to improve their perfor-
mance. In the meantime, the
state is doing little to support
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“This will be my. first holiday
at The Grand Court. When [
was looking for a place to live,
gouring the many retirement
commusities was exhausting,
Each place was pretry and
everyone was nice, but the
minute I walked through the
doors at The Grand Court,
I knew I was home!

“Folks were chatting, singing
and some were cven dancing!

A gxoup was sitting togcthcr in the lobby. A bingo game was going on
upsmrs and an exercise group was limbering up to the sounds of lively
music. Laughter resounded throughout The Grand Court!

“Yes, The Grand Court is different. It offers life to its ﬁxllrs{, not )ust

"anodmu:pmunt

“I have much to be thankfid for, mdudmgmyhf:at’l‘lm(imndCourt
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open next fall, According to his
spokesman, John Truscott, some
140 schools are already in opera-
tion in the state and another 100
are ready to seak approval.

With the failure of the bill,
new schools will have to
(2) wait a year, (b) seek autho-
rization through an agency other
than e state university, such as
a school district or

would have raised the limit 60 in
the ﬁm year, theo by 26 more in
following years.

On the floor, Sen. Dianne
Byrum (D-Onodaga) sought to
amend the bill to increase
accountability. Her proposal
would have required charter
schools to release audits to the
state, obtain criminal records of

, require dential

for mchm provide special edu-
cation services, adopt conflict of
interest policies, comply with
state procureraent policies and
review laints made by par-

college, or (¢) count on lawmak-
era passing the bill early next
year with enough additional
votes to give it immediate effect.
When the House could not
move the bill the previous week,
Republican Senators took over
the initiative, Starting with

ents.

*“This Is etraightforward. It is
reasonable ... I'm not againet
charter schools. These will help
them to be successful,” she said,

Sen, Mike Rogers (R-Howell}
anid all those requirements were
in the bill already since it

House Bill 4959 — & non-contro- required that charters follow
versial bill allowing gifts made state laws.
o school districts to be moved o “Let's not be nfraid of a little
dati already app! * Rogers
by Representatives nnd awaiting “We  ought not just put up bam
acﬁon in the Senate — lawmak- ers, pulling in the on kids
ers in the upper chamber added who need our help. Pub]xc
the verbinge to raise the cap on  schools cannot be all thinga to all
charter schools. The amendment people,” he said.

Sen. Gary Peters (D-Bloom-
field) proposed an amendment
which would require charter
schools to report publicly what
they pay to management compa-
nies svhnn such firms are con-
tracted to run those schools.

*Disclosure is noeded to safe-
guard public monies,” he
“Once it is in the hands of the
mansgement company, it
becomes private.”

Rogers disagreed agein. “I
wish the minority had taken the
time to read this bill because it
is already in there,” he said.

Both amendments failed in 15-
22 party line votes.

On final passsge, Senators
approved the bill 22- 15. only to
hnva the bill stall egain in the

Heu'n how are Jawmakers

voted:

Yes: Sens. Bill Bullard (R-
Highland); Mat Dunaskiss (B-
Lake Orion} and Shirley Johnson
(R-Roya} Osk).

No: Sens. John D. Cherry Jr.
(D-Clio) and Gary Peters (D-
Bloomfield).
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