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Car versus deer

In F Hilla:

A West Bloomfield woman
driving a 1989 Cadillac collided
with a doer just before midnight
on Dec. 15 while traveling east-
bound on 14 Mile Road ot Halst-
ed. Early on Dec. 16, an officer
fired three rounds from his ser-
vice revolver to kill the injured
animal. Another car/deer acci-
dent was reported at 7:62 a.m.
on Dec. 16, at Halated and 12
Mile.

Business

BY MKz MALOTT
HoMFYOWN NEWS SZRVICE
mmalottOhcmecomm.net

After nine years of economic
expanaion, one of the longest
periods of growth in U.8. history,
a slowdown could actually pro-
vide some welcomae relief.

“There is going to be a mild
pullback, there is no question,”
Larry Yost, chairman and CEO
of Meritor Automotive, told
members of the Detroit Econom-
ic Club Monday, Dec. 13, during
its annual Economic Outlook
Luncheon. “For those of us that
ere in the (auto) industry, it is
expectad. Not only expected, it is
welcomed ... We look it es an
opportunity to get some breath-
ing apace ... It is time for us to
get back to basics. There are a
lot of things we need to work on,

Devine exit
expected to
spark rush
for posts

BY PAT MURPHY - -
STAYY WRITER
powrphy@oe.homecomm.not

The pending resignation of
Oakland county commissioner
Dan Devine Jr. will undoubtedly
tauch off two scrambles — one to
fill his post as chair of the
Republican caucus and another
to replace him as representative
of the 14 District which includes
Bloomfield Hills and part of
Bloomfield Township.

COUNTY NEWS

Both poats will likely be filled
~ in January, if — as expected —
Devine ie appointed treasurer of
Bloomfield Township. He is
expected to replace current trea-
eurer David Payne, who is
reportedly in line to succoed
township Supervisor Fred Kor.
zon, who was to announce his
ru[gnanou at Mondaey’s town

E

Davinu wld "his collengues on
the Oakland County Board of
C {nsi of his di
appointment Thuraday at the

P caucus prior to the regular
board meeting. “I didn't intend
to say anything that carly,” he
said. "But news (of the pending
appointment) was out, and
wanted my colleagues to know.

“I've enjoyed my tenure ns
commiasioner, and I respect the

- inatitution,” Devine anid.

While the newa caught some
Republicans off guard, Devine
said the surprise probably didn't
last long.

“I'm aure people are lining up
support (to be the next caucus
chair) right now,” he anid.
*There are no vacuums in poli-
tics,”

The new caucus chair will ll:e

locted b h

sioners — in caucus— probably
by the end of January.

Belecting a new county com-
missioner will be 8 more public

process.

Residents intereated in being
appointed must submit resumes
and, quite likely, submit to an
Intorview by GOP commisaion.
era.

The successful candidate
would bo cummisaionor until
August, when he or she would
run {n the Republican primary.
He or she should also be ready
for & possible Democratic chal-
lenge in November.

The option would bo a lchIlll
election, something commission-
ers bolieve would be too expens
sive.

pital laat Thuraday morning,
after an accident for which police
say she was to blame, While
driving her 1998 Buick on 14
Mile Road near Briarcrest Knoll,
she crossed the center line and
struck a 1891 Cadillac, driven by
8 44-year-old Farmington Hills
man, then went off the roadway.
The woman waos cited for hez-
ardous driving.

Tumed in handgun
In Farmington Hills:
Farmington Police dl!pbud of

panel giv

time to market, time to cus-
tomer. And given all the over-
time that we have all been
putting in, it is really important
that we get back into balance
our work and families, because
people have been spending too
much time at work.”

Btill, that *pull back”™ won't
necessarily be recessionary. Yost
explained that while initial pro-
Jjections for the year 2000 had

n that the economy would see
at least one quarter of “negative
numbers,” the belief now is that
overall the economy will grow 3
percent for the year, He said he
could only describe that as
“robuat.”

That was the consensus of the
remainder of the panel, selected
by the Economic Club to give a
ook ahead at bunmeau, jobs and
lpendmg for the coming year ..

Palxce Deplrt.nuut when it was
purchased.

Assault & Battery

In Farmington Hills:

A 13-year-old Dunckel Middle
School student was suspended
on Dec. 18 until the ond of
Christmans break after he
punched another student in the
eye, The victim had been teasing
the offender for some time before
the incident occ , and there
‘was no serious injury to his eye.

Larceny

es upbeat

at least one more year of growth
before any slow down is aatici-
pated,

‘In fact, Eugene Miller, chair-
meaen and CEO of Comerica
Bank, said the biggest danger to
the U.8, economic outlook is that
*“federal epending is accelerating
in anticipation of the election
next year. The markets no
longer “look kindly at election
year.”

Tim O'Brien, of O'Brien
Waterford Construction in Ponti-
ac, told the Economic Club he
foresees a 7 percent growth in
the construction industry in the
Deotroit area, surpassing the
nationa) expectations for the
building industry. Iu the Detroit
area, construction will continue
to be domi d by *

‘was stolen from a shopping cart
at Borders last Thursday. The
owner said she'd covered the
purse with a newspaper to pro-
tect it from the rain, and found it
missing when she weant to
retrieve it.
Attempted Breaking &
Entering

In Farmington Hills:

Police suspect that a well-
dressed man who clmmed to

have an interview at
Associates on 13 Mile Road was

Dec. 15, but when he started
asking questions, the man fled.
The door showed evidence that
somocne had tried to pry it open.

Narcotics possession

In Farmington Hills:

An officer who atopped a
speoding motorist last Thursdsy
evening found himself writing

standing warrant for failure to
appear in court on a theft
charge, police officers found a
cache of drugs in the suspect's
pocket. The bag contained five,

baggies of
14 pndmu of heroin, eight pur_k-
ets of crack cocaine and $267 in
cash,
In an y of

dditi

another ticket for pos-
session. The 28-year-old Dear-
born man’s 1898 Pontiac Fire-
bird was impounded after police
confiscated 1.5 grams of marijus-
na; the man was alao wanted an

her possesaions turned up three
picces of paper with names and
sumbers next to them, consis-
tent with what officers called a
“drug tally.”

forecast for metro economy

“Housing starts will likely
decline by about.7.6 percent.
Deapite that drop, the decline in
units represents a number simi-
lar to what was the entire mar-
ket only a few short years ago.

The biggeat obstacle to con-
struction is a shortage of labor,
O'Brien said.

Floyd Hall, cheirman, presi-
dent and CEO of the Troy-based
Kmart Corp., said that even if
there is a slow down in the econ-
omy generally, an am.icxpaud
increase in the ion in the

‘The money apent on purchases
made over the Warld Wide Web
will be money transferred from

more traditional “bricks and
mortar” retailers. But, he pre-
dicted, as more traditional m:l-

as Jong a8 business and political
leaders remember what brought
us to this point.

Miller said the Federal
Relerve H focuud rewh'e ut

ers enter the
there will likely be a lhnkcoul. of
companies doing business on the
Web. Kmart, for i

mmdenhuh.dmnchwdo
with that growth.
Additionally, four factors hnvn

plans

to jump into sales over lhe Web
in the coming year, he said.

Growth in e-commerce was a

theme echoed by the panelista.

And Yost augguted that while

Detroit metropolitan region” will
bring retailers here more cus-
tomera.

The real challenge o munter-.
he said, will be t.he growth of

Jjects,” like casinos und nporu
stadiums in Detroit, he said.

made uver
the Interm‘t It wunt he udd:-
tional d

mer e-com-
merce is generally acknowledged
to be a hot potential growth mar-
ket, business-to-business e-com-
merce will have even greater
growth potential in the future.
Miller said he believes the cur-
rent boommg economy cun be

d into the next century,

contributed to the length and
of the current economi¢
boom — declining inflation and &
strong dollar; streamlining of
businesses, both through merg:
ers and internal cost cutting;
waves of new technology; and
increased globalization of trade.-
If businesses and political
leaders remain fc on thosp

area, Miller said, it should be
*more of the same” for the econo-
my in the future.

ple based
$18,686; 36 monthly
offer available only to

dealer etock by 4/3/00, Mieage charge of
lible for all ub:pod monthly payments, Payments may be hnghoErK :I' some states. Not available with customer cash

Bring it on, haby!

2000 Chevy Tracker 4-Door 2WD

as low as

$198/Month
36-Month Lease

$1,723 Due at Lease Sigring

Includes security deposit

{Tax, title, licenae and regisiration are extra.)

Chevy" Tracker* comes from the family of most dependable, longest-lasting trucks on ' the road!

And now you can lease one with available features like air conditioning,

i
CHEVY TRACKER

MMI&MMMYM ym.nh

$.20/mile over 38,000 miles.

oaymants a! $7,128. Option to purchase at lcase
nts tol ion to pul of
MP;MW:MM4M N, Wl

automatic transmission, alloy wheels and a luggage carrier, all for as low as #198 per month.
See your local Chevy Dealer or go to www.ChevyTracker.com for more information,

ym'ntllm for 2000 Trackeg 4-Door, 2WD with MSRF of
nd for an be determined at lsase signing. GMAC must approve lease. Lease
uqduloctmn\;“mIA,ILtN KY, MO.NE.ND OH, PA, SD and WV. Ywmhkamulddwy!mnpmopm
Lunapuylbrnmmmm npllrnnduculwur 1 loase torminates

offers. tDependability based on longvny 1981 1998

Another day of tackling mud,
potholes and your wallet.

full-line fight-duy truck

ludes other GM divisi

©1988 GM Corp. Buckle up, Americal 1-800-880-CH




