BT(WROF)

The Observer & Eccentric/

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26, 1999

Exhibit from page B4

i)olil.ics. For the most part, his
figures are faceless and multicol.
ored.”

Using a self-styled pictorial
vocabulary of birds, utopian gar-
den settings and references to
paintings by the great mastors,
Thompson offers the type of orig-
inality and fertility that tran-
sconds any stylistic trend,

Unfortunately, when Thomp-
son died of sclerosis of the liver,
he was only beginning to distill
both the narrative quality and
vivid coloration in his work.,

Sadly, Thompson, too, suffered
from the disease of self-indul

gence that took away some of the
other 1960s cultural icons. At 29,
Thowmpson left a trove of paint-
inge, most of which are oils on
canvas. Over n seven-yeor cre-

t

the great painters of the last half
of the 20th century.

Yet there's no denying that
toward the end of his life,
1’ho.n_1pscn'u work :ms growing in

{oh exnd vib

ative output it's esti

Thompson finished 1,000 paint-

inga.

Like the decade when his work
began to mature, Thompson’s
allegorical imagery swirls with
the self-indulgence and rage of
the 1960s avant-gerde and
counter-culture,

But it's probably an exoggera-
tion to claim that his work
should be idered alongsid

GREAT ESCAPES

. 8o,
oo, must have been his inability
to control his vices.

In the end, Thompson died far
too young. Perhaps that's why
his work and career can be
summed up with the same worda
used to describe those other
artists who died before their
time. Thompson, to0, es
legacy of being a “great maybe.”

Great Escopes features various
travel news items. Send news
teads, story ideas or your own
travel adventures to Keely Wygo-
aik, Observer & Eccentric News-
papers, 36351 Schoolcraft, Livo-
nia, MI 48160 or fax to (734)
691-7279 or e-mail to kwygonik@
oe. homecomm. net

CHICAGO EVENT

Christmas Around the World
and Holidays of Lighta continues
until the day after New Year's at
the famed Museum of Science
and Industry in Chicago. ‘The
event keeps alive a tradition
begun 58 years ngo as a United
Nations Day salute to American
allies involved in the war, Today

- 43 trees and three créches deco-

rated by the city’s cultural and
ethic groups offer an opportunity
to peek into a “global living
room.” The museum also illumi-
nates the season with a Jights
collection, including those that
explain the customs and tradi-
tions of Chinese New Year,
Diwali (Hindu and Sikh festival),
Kwapzaa (African Americans),

Visakha Puja Day (Buddhist),
and St. Lucia Day (Swedish tra-
dition). The holiday show
includes “Kid Stuff,” an exhibit
of popular childhood toys down
through the years; highlight is a
giant Radio Fiyer wagon at the
musewn'’s main entrance.
‘museum is at 57th and Lake
Shore Drive in downtown Chica-
go. Holiday hours include being
open Jan. 1; call (800) GOTOMSI
for hours or check www.
msichicago. org/ — on excellent
and detailed Web site.

$K) HOT LINE

AAA Michigan and Travel Michi-
gan offer a guide to services at
all of Michigan's ski areas and it
is available free at all Auto Club
offices, Also, the ski phone line
will start up in December. Call
(888) 78-GREAT (784-7328) for
daily ski conditions. The same
number will get a free copy of
AAA’s Ski Michigan booklet,

which contains a two-for-one

coupon for mid-week skiing at
participating ski runs. In south-
cost Michigan, Alpine Valley
nesr Milford will use a water-
cooling tower to help make dryer
snow earlier in the seuson. They
hove remedeled their lodge and
will be offering Sunday night lift
tickets ut 40 percent off for their
40th anniversary. At Pine Knob
in Clarkston they have increased
their snowmaking capacity,
lengthened the race hill by 25
percent, and upgraded the lodge
and cafeteria.

PRO AR DEALS

Pro Air Vacations offers destina-
tion vacation packoges to cities
throughout the airline'’s route
system. The new service allows
customers to package the pur-
chase of air travel via Pro Air
with car rentals, botel accommo-
dations, tickets to Broadway
shows and passes to Walt Disney
World, in addition to other vaca-
tion options.

For rescrvations and informa-
tion, call (877) 462-1984. Pro Air
re-opened its Detroit City Ajr-
port commercial service in July

All aglow; For
alookintoa

4 “global living
room” visit
Chicago’s
Museum of
Science und
Industry; holi-
day displays
include deco-
d rated trees
representing
many coun-
tries and cul-
tures.

1997, and
cut existing fares on its routes by
up to 85 percent. The airline has
a simplified fare structure, extra
legroom, and one of the youngest
flects of airerafl in the industry.
They currently operate from
Detroit City Airport to Atlanta,
Baltimore/Washington D.C.,
Chicogo Midway, Indienapslis,
Newark, New York La Guardia,
Orlando and Philadelphia. For
additional information, flight
-schedules or reservations, travel-
crs may contict their travel

ent or Pro Air toll free at 800-
4PROAIR (800-477-6247) or visit
Pro Air's Web site at www.
proair. com.
BOOK TEE TIMES ONLINE
Apart from the unkindly sand
trap and inopportune body of
water, the major obstacle faced
by golfers of al) ages and
handicaps is the throng jockey-
ing for a great tee time.
SelectTeeTimes, a leading online
golf destination at www. select-
teetimes. com , recentl
iaunched a new, free online golf
reservation service.

All great

feature one

the highlight
that’s the lure

experience.
' We’ve found

that has a host
of special
attractions...
and more!

Los

per person, double,

alog for complete details.

resort vacations

great attraction,
to a spectacular

"one destination

CABOS

Travel Charter’s weekly departurcs
offer a wide varicty of accommoda-
tioas at 14 hotcls; prices start at $599
plus $70 departure
taxes, Ask your travel agent for our full
color 1999-2000 Resort Vacations cal-

INTAR

Trifow! Charter
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