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Incentives:

'BY RICHARD PRARL
STAF? WRITER

. “Abunch of bees” hard at worl
ig how Farmington Hills Public
Services Director Tom Binsell
describes the swarms of workers
at various pointa alonyg the M-
6/Grand River freeway.

“(To) anybody that's been out
there, the thing looka like a
bunch of bees in a hive — and
they're hitting it very hard,” he
sqid, of the progress being made
on the multiple projects along
the five-mile stretch of highway.

:Biunell gave the city council »

report on the progress at its
mecting Monday night and
updated the Observer Tuesday
morning following o meoting
with. representatives of the
Micaigan Department of Trans-
portation (MDOT).

Overall, he said, the work is
“right on schedule. There's a
hefty incentive clause” built inte
the contracts, he noted.

The only exceptions are the
three bridges in the project,
which are n week behind sched-
ule hecause contractors found
extra work was needed once they
got going - particularly on the

Orchard Lake Bridge over M-5
and the M-5 overpusa above
Farmington Road.

However, they and the bridge
at the east end of M-5, where the
frecway begine and ends, are

heduled to be re-opened by the

1 ‘(To) anyhody that's been out there, the thing
fcoks like a bunch of bees In a hive ~ and tisy're

hitting it very hard.’

Tom Biasell

~—Public services director

third week in October, he said.

“The reason all this is coming
together so quickly,” according to
Biascll, ir

1) “They are trying to get it all
reopened before winter and get
back to some sort of normaley,”
and

2) 1-275 is scheduled to be
resurfaced next yenr from about
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Six Mile north to 1-696 and “they
wanted (Grand River/M-5) in
good shape to handle the detour
teaffic.” i

‘When that begins, Binsell said,
MDOT will recommend that
motorists heading out 1-96 from
Detroit exit the interstate at
Telegraph, go north to Grand
River and then west to pick up
the continuntion of I-96 beyond
1-276.

What's interesting nbout the
current flurry, Biasell noted, is
that the four general contractors
on the various projects — the
rond resurfacing, the bridgework
and the M-5/Grand River inter-

change - are independent of
each other but alse “are reliant
on cach other” to get the projects
done.

As for the details of current
work on M-5:

& The westbound outside lane
on the Grand River overpass
above M-6 was closed Mondny so
crews could build a pedestrian
walkway alongside it.

The lane will remain cloged
through November. Until then,
both eastbound lanes will be
open but only one westbound
lane.

® Tho northwest cxit ramp
from M-5 onto Freedom Road to

M-5 roadwork is ‘right on schedule’

Grand River will remain closed
until mid-November.

Biasell reminded drivers that,
when the exit ramp and Free-
dom Road reopen, ail traffic wilt
be ont way, heading northwest
to Grand River. (The one-way
pegment begina at the Chatham
Hills subdivision, running north-
west.) Drivers will no longer be
able to exit Grand River onto
Freedom Road.

And, until that cxit ramp from
M-5 re-opens, those wishing to
got to the Grand River-Halsted-
10 Mile area from Eight Mile
will be directed to take Grand
River through downtown Farm-
ington.

W The ramp from 1276 onto
southenstbound Grand River/M-
5 will remain closed, with traffic
being detoured to 12 Mile and
Haggerty, then down Haggerty
to the Grand River-10 Mile nrea.

Commission sponsors forum

The Michigan Public Service
Commission is sponsoring a
series of Consumer Forums for
state residents and businesses to
discusa utility issuea with MPSC
Commissioners at 6 p.m. Tues-
I T

Presented by Paul L

day, Oct. 6, nt ihe Costick Activi-
ties Center — Shannon Room in
Farmington Hills,

This meeting will provide con-
sumers an opportunity to discuss
problems er issues about tele-
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|learn how to make it work for you.
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« Trust Asset Management

educ, Financial Consultant

LIVING TRUST SEMINAR

phone, electric or natural gas
services and costs face to face
with those who make decisions
about Michigan's utilities,
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To Benefit:

Farmington Families in Action
Featuring 1998-99 Miss Farmington, Erin Cogwell
On Wednesday, October 7, when you come to dinner at Big Boy,
your meal will be served by one of our area celebrities.
Al tips collected by celebrity servers will be given to the
local Farmington Families in Action program and
Big Boy will donate 10% of the day’s ‘otal sales.
Have a great meal and support a great lucal youth program.
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