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Candidates agree MSU needs to
be more affordable for students

BY D1 RICHARD -

FTAFF WIITER :
Every candidate agrees that g

Michigan State University necdy é 7

to be affordable to students and Cflﬂﬂ

is working to put more full pro-

Michigan State University

Descrigtion: Based nt East Lansing with cight “outreach centers.”
Nearly $1 billion budget; 40,000 students, Host to Agricultural

{essors in undergraduate class-
rooms.

Republicans David Porteous and Dec Cook emphasize that as
trustees they would be “good stewards” of tax dollars, tuition dol-
Inrs and policy.

Democrat Doris Sims says more nttention should be paid to “fac-
ully concerns for comparable salarics” and student input on how
to curtuil campus drinking.

They fielded questions Sept. 24 from the Livonia Branch of the
American Associstion of University Women. No-shows were
Democrat John Schlinker and Libertarians Barbara Goushow and
Mark Heil.

Candidates are quoted in the order in which they replied.

Affirmative action

They had some differences on “affirmative action,” the subject of
o lawsuit at MSU’s aister institution, the University of Michs,

Station and Detroit College of Law.

Torma: Eight trustees servo cight-year terms; two elected in even-
d ycars; i d ot party i

CANDIDATES:
REPUBLIGCANS

» Drrones (Pix) COoK, incumbent and board chair; elected in
1990; 12 years on Greenville school board; a founder of
Montealm Community College; mativational speaker,

» DAVID PORTEOUS, 45, attorney from Reed City, with much
municipal wark; chair of Michi s ic Fund; vice-chair of
Michigan Economic Growth Authority; State Corrections
Commission; on board of several banks and an insursnce cont-
pany; filled vacancy on MSU board by appointment.

DEMOCRATS

Cook (R): MSU han “a College Academic Achievement Program
(CAAP). This is not race-based. It assigns mentors and support
efforts. It hns brought a large minority pool (of students).”

Porteous (R): “I um opposed to quatas and set-asides. I fuvor an
aggressive recruiting program that brings in diverse students —
through alumni organizations and schools throughout the states,
We hnve tens of thousands of alumni who are glad to go into
schools and become mentors ... They will hear about Michigon
State nnd assure our university has a diverse student body.”

Sims (D): “I am firmly for affirmative action. It is not just
recruiting minorities but women alse. It will allow them to com-
pete. It's an opportunity that will allow them an edge on getting
into the university of their choice, Minorities and women have nat
had the tools to have aceess to universities, I support it wholeheart-
edly.”

Charter schools

OF the Big Three state universitics, only Wayne State has char-
tered n public schoal academy. Candidates were asked whether
MSU should charter any and, if 50, should it follow Central Michi-
gan's exnmple of prolific issuance of charters.

Cook (R): *1 support the concept.

» Doris SiMs, Lansing, § 1 affairs ogent, Michi
chapter of National Asuocintion of Socinl Workens.

> JONN SCHUNKER, East Lanaing, attorney in labor relations.

LIBERTARIANS
> BARBARA GOUBHAW, Southfield.
» MarK Mo, Harrison Township,

My primary concern is giving the public the opportunity to view the
candidates, Closed meetings limit their access.” The revised OMA
ig “ncceptable.”

AAUW’s intervicws with MSU, U-M, Wayne State and State
Board of Ed: ! didy were videotaped by Time Warner of
Livonia. To view any or all of the 30-minute programs, call your
local cable company.

Airport opens |
info center

Airport Central, a public
information center at Detroit
Metropoliten Wayne County
Airport, opened Thursday ae
Wayne County's newest
endeavor in a crusade to
make the airport a friendlier
and less-complicated facility.

*1 expect this will be o very
popular addition to the air-
part, based on how well our
green-vested customer service
ngents have been received,”
snid Wayne County Executive
Edward McNamara.

“Our pnssengers appreci-
ate their helpfulness in pro-
viding directions and
thoughtfulness in providing
nssistance,” McNamara said.

“This service can only be
cnhnneed with the resources
available ot Airport Central.”

Centrally located between
Concourses D and E, the
facility features interastive
displays, models and photos,
pirport facts and information
on services and expansion
plans.

Wayne County's green-vest-
ed customer-service agents
will staff the facility to
answer questions and offer
agsistance to the public.

“We are listening to our
customers,” said airport
director David Katz Airport
Central features include:

a A model and renderings

of the now 74-gate terminal.

# A touch-screen display
featuring the airport's Web
site as well as links to other
Web sites including the air-
lines, locnl attractions, Henry
Ford Museum, Detroit Zoo, -}
Metro Detroit Visitora and :
Convention Burcau and the .|
Detroit Institute of Arta,

K A computer-genefated
tour of the new terminal.

W A touch-screen video wall
highlighting the airport's
growth, expansion plens,
neighborhuod compatibility
program and wetlond mitiga-
tion program.

B All of Woyne County's
airport-related brochures and
reports.

While Airport Central is a
Wayne County facility, its
construction was mannged by
Northwest Airlines.

Wayne County-based
Crudo Brothers performed
the cunstruction, Detroit-
based Madison, Madison |
International managed the
design, displays and signs,
Unique Medin Group handled
the computers and software
cquipment.

The information tables,
activated during the North-
west pilots' strike, will contin-
ue operating as satellite Air-
port Central stations.

MSU has an award-winning col-
lege of educntion. We have an
experimental program in the
Lansing public schools where we
have a school of choice within
Lansing. We arc equipped to
help.”

Cook favers following CMU'a
lead, *but the key is follow-up. We
should be perfectly primed and
equipped.”

Porteous (R): “We have some
particular expertise that could
evolve into cffective charter
schools. We used to have agricul-
tural classes in our (K-12) schoola.
We don't have that any more, yet
there is a great need. MSU, as a
land grant university and has the
staff, the expertise, to implement
& very effective charter school in
agriculture. I do not think we
should establish charter schools in
arens where we do not have exper-
tise."

“I'm reluctant to comment on
Central Michigan’s experience.
Although there are some very fine
people on that board, I'm not privy
ta the details of what Central has
done,” said Porteous, referring to
the highly critical Auditor Gener-
al's 1997 report on CMU's weak
supervision of its charter schoals.

Sims (D): “Charter scheols are
here to stay. MSU should be
allowed to offer that. We have an
undergrad school where students
could run a charter schoo), or con-
tribute to o charter school; benefi-
cial to the students.

“There has to be control over the
number of charter schools spring-
ing up around the state as well as
controlling what's going on inside.
From my observation, some char-
ter schools that have come out of
CMU have not been successful,”
Sims said.

will

Profs in class
: An audience member snid there
had been pust complaints of grad-

tenured professors teaching
undergradunte classes.

Porteous (R): “Jt’s a challenge to
balance the goals of research and
teaching.”

Cook (R): President Peter
McPherson's principle is that
“every member of the fuculty will
make a demonatrable contribution
to undergraduate education.” She
added, “\We've gotten more pro-
ductivity at the university. We've
made great strides.”

Sima (D): “To turn clesscs over
to graduate assistants is unjust to
the students.”

.AAUW asked the candidates’
dttitude townrd the Open Mect-
ings Act and the several lawsuita
filed against MSU and U-M over
violations, .
< Porteous (R): Citing his munici-
pal legal work, he said, “When
municipalitics got into tronble, it's
when the meetings are closed.”

* Cook (R): OMA is “controver-
sial.” She said the 1996 revisions
- altowing the presidentin] hiring
process to be closied until inter-
viewa of the finalists - “will
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Introducing Michigan National’s Equi:Money® Visa®—
the tax-deductible credit card. Look great? Absolutely. When
you use Equi:Money Visa, the interest you pay is generally tax deductible
since it is secured by the equity in your home—ask your tax advisor.
Equi:Money Visa also offers a permanently low interest rate based on

Prime Rate. You can even consolidate outstanding balances on other

credit cards or loans to increase your savings. With Equi:Money
Visa, spending money has never looked so good.

 he APl se of
"$49 990, 9 50% K e of 59 000 $24.900. and 11 50% fr at bwa of orwd 1 with 91 LTV groater than

‘Michigan

Gaptomber 15 1008 bor BOW LIV

thw st yoor 1 yor
v

aperty yor ettty

National

 Sims {D): *I aupport openncss.



