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Jonnne Blacker is a people
watcher, So when she went to
visit her sister in Mexico's Baja
Californin peninsula, it wasn't
the casinos, yachts and ocean
views that got her attention.

It was the hard-working Mexi-
can prople and their pleasant
community in the sun.

Hard-wor

“Alt the buildings are colorful,
in turquoise, green, yellow,” she
said. “Everything was very, very

clean, modern cars, not a lot of

poverty. Everyone was working.”
The city is symbolized by a
giant aculpture of a whale's tail
superimposed with a dove, sym-
bolizing the peace of its name.
Blacker said the city has
attracted many foreigners —
Ameri Caenndions and Ger-

Blacker, a 40-year
Garden City and co-founder of
the Garden City Fine Arts Asso-
ciation, was invited down to La
Paz in February of 1997 by her

" aister and brother-in-law to

. watch the construction of their
.new home in Comitan, a small
_town on the tip of a peninsula

across from La Paz. She visited

. them ngain this past epring.

“My sister lives in Portland,
Oregon, where there's rain and
gloom everywhere. Her husband
used to motarcycle down in Mex-
jco and suggested they go down

* ond check it out,” Blacker snid.

‘. La Paz is at the bottom of the
Baja (or lower) California penin-
sula, connceted to the United
States by a two-lane blacktop.
For Blacker, La Paz is a repudia-
tion of many stercotypes about
Mexico. The city of approximate-
Iy 46,000 is the eapital of Baja
California.

ident of .

mans, especinlly. But it is also
home to many prosperous Mexi-

cans.

“I found a lot of Mexicen pro-
feasional pcople are very husy
here, lawyers, doctors, dentista,
architects,” she said.

And the working-class people
of the community have enjoyed
healthy employment, much of it
resuiting fram the building
boom.

*The nverage Mexican person,
it scemed everyone was working,
very productive, They were
maids, gardeners, but also very
innovative about opening ahops.
There were & lot of new idens.
They don’t seem to think Ameri-
can people are bossy,” she said.

Blacker got to know same of
the Mexican workers who built
her sister’s house. Blacker's sis-

ter, Nettie, and hor husband .

lived in onc trailer and Blacker
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Color: The outdoor markets in Mexico’s Baja are ablaze
with primary colors.

GREAT ESCAPES

king people of L

Home site: A bodega with a bathhouse was already on the property where Joanne Blacker's sister is building her

home in La Paz, Mexico.

in another as work progressed on
the adobe-style home made with
conerete blocks. A bodega with
bath and laundry rooms and an
open arca for weekend dances
was alrendy on the property and
will remain when the work is
done. A swimming pool will be
added in September.

The reecently completed home
will be a part time residence
during winter months. The
southern Bnja has become a
prime aren for retirees and the
wealthy.

. Blacker said some of the
yachta in the La Paz harbor look
like cruise ships.

“Bill Gates haa a yacht at Cabo
(at the tip of the peninsula),
that's where the multi-billion-
aires go,” she said.

When James Cameron necded
credible locking passengers for
the Titanic when he was filming
the record-setting, Oscar-win-
ning movie in Baja, he recruited
the retirces and vacationers at
La Paz, Blacker said.

As an artist and an art enthu-
siast, Blacker found several gal-
leries to enjoy.

“One man, Garcin, [ went to
this gallery and was just amazed
by his work,” she snid. “He
comes from La Paz. They have
wonderful tile workn. We're used
to the Pewabic tiles we have
here, but there tiles are shiny
and very. colorful, They do it in
the open and they have their
own wheels, all done by hand.
1t's very beauntiful.”

She is also fond of jewelry and
digcovered a fine variety of opals,
silver and gold.

The traditionnl Mexican bull-
fight, however, wns not a
favorite activity for Blacker.

“I couldn't watch it, I had to
leave,” she said. “But one with
clowns at a rodeo wae funny to
lock at.”

Clowns were also a big part of
the Mardi Gras festivities.
Blacker said the parade with its
homemade flonts, beautiful
young women and unusually
dresscd clowns was a highlight
of her trip.

In addition to the yearly fies-
tas, the people of the area like
having a good time after their
hard work, Blacker said. Every

Observer goes
south: Joanne
Blacker
proudly dis-
plays her

. hometown
newspaper in
La Paz. In the
background is
the city’s
famous dol-
phin/dove
statue,

Fridoy evening, the local people
head for the beach where they
drink beer, dance and enjoy
themselves until dawn.

As n people watcher, Blacker
snid she cnjoyed watching how
the young girls would flirt with
the serious, disciplined young
men of the Mexican coast guard.

Blacker, who was widowed
three years ngo nfiter 45 ycars of
marriage, bad enjoyed traveling

with her husband in a camper.
After a period of mourning and
depression, she decided it was
time to enjoy her life again and
remember the good life she's
had. The Blackers raised five
children in Garden City.

In March, Blacker plans to
return for another visit to La
Paz. In June, sha will join her
doughter for a trip to Wales and
England.

WINYER'S COMING

Do you have some favorite
winter vacation getaways. We'd
like to hear about them for trav-
el stories. Whether you enjoy
escaping the wind and snow of
Detroit by flying to a tropical isle
or you believe in embracing win-
ter by skiing Whistler or dog
sledding Alaska, let us know.
Call Hugh Gallagher at 734-953-
2118, or fax him at 734-591-7279
or e-mail him at hgallagher@ oc.
homecomm. net
FINDING YOUR WAY
. REI is spondoring a program
‘on navigating for hikers at the
store, 17669 Haggerty Road,
‘Northville.
. At 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 8,
Paul Vandevert of the Southern
‘Michigan Orienteering Club will
teach “Navigating the Old Fash-
‘ioned Way - the Basics of Map
‘and Compass” and will discuss

tho sport of orientecring.

All clinics are free and open to
thé public. For more informa-
tion, call (248)347-2100.

FLORIDA CONDO RENTALS

Leisure Link International
offers two bedroom resort condos
for as little ns $449 o week in the
Disney World-Orlando arca. The

traditional applea to exciting
new varjeties, Other fall harvest
items available will be pump-
kins, squash, apple butter, jam,
honey and cider. For mare infor-
mation, call the Charleveix Area
Chamber of Commerce at
{616)547-2101.

condos are not “hotel-style
suites” but actual two-bedroom
apartments with kitchens and
living space. Swimming pools
and play areas are also featurcd.

Openings available now until
winter 1999; call 1 (888) 801-
8808 for brochures or reserva-
tiona.

APPLE FESTIVAL ’
Charlevoix will host its annual
Apple Festival Friday-Sunday,
Oct. 9-11. Vigitors will find more
than 30 varieties, from popular

Y

A celcbration of Erncst Hem-
ingway's life and work will be
held in Petoskey, Mich., Oct. 16-
18, From an infant to the age of
22, the famous author spent his
summers on Walloon Lake and
Horton Bay (except for his year
in Italy during World Wor 1).

Heart of Buro

Join [ua's 39th Annual, 15-day, fully-escorted tour including
Holland, Belgivm, Germany, Aastria, Italy, Switzerland & France

Offering 157
A . dcpartures
in 1999 48

March '99 departures, starting at $2320.
Teke $100 off, If you book by 11/13/98.

Includes mundullp air fare from Detroit,

Hemingway married his first
wife, Hadley Richardson, in Hor-
ton Bay in 1921. Many of his
carly short stories are sct in this
aren.

Events include a writer's con-
test, a Running of the Bulls foot-
race and tours of Hemi a.

tion at the Southfield Center for
the Arts. For information, call
(248)424-9022.

“The Soul of Spain™ will
encompass much of the country's
history, from the Romans ta pre-
sent day. Explore this country
rich in multi-cultural infl

sites. Hemingway's 100th birth-
day is in 1999, For more infor-
mation, call (616)347-4150.

SPANISH TRIP

Bob Chrysler will kick off the
Southfield World Travel Series,
7:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 16, with
his film “The Soul of Spain.”
Tickets are $5 for the presenta-

ng
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Now featuring

hotels,

from Segovin to Grennda to Tole-
do.

LIGHTHOUSE FESTIVAL
Qctober is Lighthouse Aware-
ness Month. Alpena will host the

Heart of

Join [luse’s 39th Annual, 15-day, fully-escorted tour including

Third Annual Great Lakes
Lighthouse Festival, Oct. 9-12 at
Alpena’s Civic Center near the
shores of Lnke Huron. High-
lights include land and air light-
house tours, museum tours, ship
tours, excursions to offshore
lighthouses, folk singers and
more. A “Strictly Nautical” live
auction is scheduled 1-6 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 11, and features
numerous choice maritime arti-
facts. For additional information,
call (517)562-1806.
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Europe

d & France

Holland, Beiglum,

Offering 157
o, departures 4
in 1999

Austria, Italy,

March '99 departures, startiog @ $2240.
Take $100 off, Iif you beok by 11/13/98.

Now featuring

a i3
3 25 meals, tips

260584 5-Mile Redford.

Includes roundirip alr fare from Detrolt,
1t in Euro h

B Townshlp Travel &

otels,
‘ot 4 brochure, call .. o

& taxes.

Crulses §
Phone: 313/841-2222

a
25 meals, 1]

Village Travel - 1010 Bowers 5t.

n umee.
ps & taxes. For & brochure, call. ..

| -646-4181 or

/ 7845 - Open

in Auburn Hills!

Now Hiring for our
New Store at Great Lakes Crossing

il +

Marshalis is looking for quality peogte and smiling
{aces to work with s. Daytl Rights! Weekends!
Great for homemakers, senlos citlzens and anybody
who likes 1o have funl Look Inta Marshalls for exciting
oppostunities todayl

PMarshalls Iy sn wqual oppartunity employer committed to workforce divenity.
A mﬂun ;ITM T)X Companles, tnc. i
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PLEASE SEE OUR

AD IN TODAY'S
HeLp WANTED
SECTION
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SO UREES

where the STHRS come out!
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