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' to minors, Final results of Fri-
| day's sting were not available by
press time.

Friday, decoys entered the
husinesses without any identifi-
cation and with instructions to
refrain from using trickery or
arguing with store clerks when
attempting to purchase a pack of
cigarettes, They also wore typi-
cal teen attire, said Farmi

H ‘Wo don’t do this to
trick people. But we
want people to be
aware of the fact that
klds come In" to buy
cigarettos.’

Sgt. Tim Swanson
—Hills police

Hills Police Chief William
Dwyer.

At o time when national atten-
tion to the tecns-nnd-tobacco
problem is rising, the sting fita
in with the community's ongoing
commitment to keeping all kinds
of substances out of the hands of
young people, Dwyer noted.
“We're doing our part.”

! No questions asked

Inside Rite Aid, the girl placed
! thie cigarettes and n package of
I' ciiewing gum on the counter, but
. was not asked for her identifica-
c tion by the clerk, a 59-year-old
: woman.

“She naked me if 1 wanted a
‘ bag. That was it,"” the decoy
reported to her sting tenmmate,
Farmington Hills Police Sgt. Tim
Swanson.

“This is the dirty part,” said
Siwanson. “Giving grandma a
ticket.”

With the decoy staying in the
- unmarked cur, Swanson entered
Rite Aid and informed the mon-
ager about the cigarette transac-
tion. Soon, the manager, cashier
and Swannson were in & back
office while the sergennt wrate o
ticket.

“She looked 18 to me,” said the
embarragsed cashier, who had
clean record. Swanson handed
her the ticket and some inatruc-
tions; the woman must moke an
appearance at 47th District
Court.

The maximum penalty for any-
one violating the city’s recently
cnocted tobacco ordinonce is o
$500 fine and up to 90 days in
jnil. Under the local ordinance,
anyone under age 27 must be
asked for identification when
they purchase cigarettes.

“We don't do this to trick peo-
ple,” Swansaon told her. “But we
want people to be aware of the
fact that kids come in” to buy
cignrettes.

Swanson emphasized that only
individuals aclling tobacco to
minors are ticketed. Businesses
do not face any penalties, unlike
for violations of the alcohol ordi-
nance.

Rite Aid was the first of 20
stops Swanson and the decoy
made at porty stores, gas sto-
tions and other busincases on
the west end of the city where
cigarettes are ovailoble, Of the
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enced,” he wrote.

The targeted businesses are
mostly near the Grand River-
Orchard Lake Road interscetion.
A particular sore spot is the con-
dition of nearby storefronts,
according to the city council,

“There are some peaple who
have not been cooperative,” City
Manager Frank Loauhoff said
last week, “Those will be han-
dled through the civil infraction

process.”

Violations include unsightly
parking lots, overstuffed Dump-
sters and broken fences, Lauhofl
said. “Some of these repairs will
even have to go through the
planning commission because
we're dealing with exteriors.”

It is too carly to determine
whether the program is having o
positive effect, he added,
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‘ ton Hills.

Putt said the department is
“very happy that no one sold”
atcohol to the 17-year-old decoy.
One main reagon is that busi-
nesses act in a responsible man-
n

er.
“We do n good job on enforce-

ment,” Putt aaid. “But business-
es and restaurants slso are tak-
ing responsibility for not selling”
to minors.

The penalty for serving to
minors includes a ticket and
referral of the case to the Michi-
gan Liquor Control Commission.

In

Books don't just enlighten,
They empower. Our children
are growing up knowing this
A good education is one of the g
most important things we can
give them. And we will, with
the help of U.S, Savings Bonds.

‘Through the Payroll Savings
Plan, we put aside something
with every payday. And little
by little, it will add up te
college for our children.

Ask your employer or banker about
saving with U.S. Savings Bonds.
For all the right reasons.

my family, learning is everything.
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{irst seven stops, three sold
umokes to Decoy No. 3.

Not here

Meanwhile, two other officers
and their decoy partners, both
16, worked in other parts of the
city, such us the strip mall-laden
Orchard Lake Road.

At the sccond stop, Jonna's
purty store at Grand River and
Halsted, the decoy was unsuc-
cessful in her cigarette purchase.
The cashier asked for her ID
and, when she couldn’t come up
with it, he told her “no sale.”

Swanson said Jonra's manage-
ment “probably does an excellent
job of training employees and
reminding them” not to scll
tobacco — or alcohol, for that
matter — to under oge patrons.

At the nearby Amoco gas sta-
tion, however, the decoy again
was able to quickly purchase
cigarettes, without any questions
from the cashicr,

“She just said, ‘$2.90 please, "
gaid the decoy, returning to the
car.

The decoy made it three out of
four nt the Mobil Mart, near
Grand River and 10 Mile Road.
A relatively new employee sold
her another pack of Marlboro
Lights, cven though the cashier
ware  “We Card ... Under 18 No
Tobreco” pin on her shirt, ‘Fhat
warning also wns clearly apclled
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out on a laminated sign, on
the counter.

An apologetic manager
pulled Swanson aside,
explaining that the guilty
party only started working
there nbout o month ago.
“When you're rew, you make
mistakes,” he said.

Over nt Marathon, 10 Mile
and Industrial Park Drive,
the deceoy went through the
same routine. But this time,
she was refused the pock of
cigarettes,

“We always check,” said the
employee, Nidhal Azizian.
“Even if they come back all
the time.”

Azizian added that there's o
good reason why she is so dili-
gent. “It's my kids, too. I don't
want them to smoke,”

Letters were muiled to busi-
nesses following the first
tobacco sting. Dwyer said
those letters notified them
that “we'll continue with these
enforcement activities” in the
future.

Swanson said such aware-
ness-building efforts are long
overdue.

“Tabacco is something that
was overlooked for many
years,” Swanson oaid. “It's
something that needs to be
addressed. Kide have freely
been purchosing cigarettes for

years with little concern, even
though there are laws on the
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Brlefing: One of the decoys is briefed Friday morning by
a Farmington Hills officer before the sting begins.

books.”

and needed help.”

Police presence

Hilla Police Chief William
Dwyer snid his department was
called “several times” to the
address for disturbances.

Kuchciak was involved in n
bitter custody battle over the 3
1/2-year-old son she'd hnd with
D'Annibelle.

Dwyer said his department
began investigating the woman
after it received a tip she “was
looking for a hitmon” to kill her
former boyfriend.

Dwyer said she “had been
shopping vigorously to do this for
two weeks, One guy turned her
down” before his department,
working with the Oakland Coun-
ty Sheriff's Department, sct up a
meeting between Kucheiok and a
police operative in a downtown
Royal Oak on a recent Friday
night.

performed refractive

Myers was the first opht
the breakthrough procedure

According to the taped conver-
sation, Kuchciak said she not
only wanted D’Annibelle killed,
but “she wanted him to suffer,”
said Dwyer.

He said she alluded to the iden
it was a “win/win for her”
because her son is the beneficia-
ry of the inaurance policy and
she alao would get custody of
him. D'Annibelle has custody.

She alse “made it very clear”
what she thought would be a
good way “to remove him, saying
the best way to take him out was
as he was leaving his business™
located off of 1-696 and carjack
him, the chief said.

Kuchciak said “there may be a
bonus in it" for the hitman
because she said D’Annibelle
was known to earry large sums
of money and he drives a Yukon.

“She said she would do it her-
self but {couldn’t because) she
would be the prime suspec*.”

Dwyer said.

Kucheiak offered the operative
$3,000, half up-front, to do the
jub. “She wanted it done by Hal-
loween. She said Halloween
would be best because of all the
“confusion” it creates, he said.

Dwyer, calling her “very enld,
calculating,” snid he and investis
gators felt “if we were not able’
to stop her, “she would have
found someonc to do the hit and
he would be dead.”

He snid Kuchciak was charged
with assault in 1986, 1995 and
1996. The first two incidents
involved n “dangerous weapon”
charge, Dwyer snid. She pled
guilty in 1996 to being an habit-
unl offender, meaning her next
conviction would put her in
prison.

Protection order
He said D'Annibelle had a per-
sonn) protection order agninst

her and she also had been pro-
hibited from both carrying or
buying n weapon. .

Police used n ruse to get Kuch- *
cink to the station, Dwyer said.

Because she also was a bur-
glary suspect, police previously
had searched her home and
taken some items. One was a
ring she wanted.

She kept calling Hills police to
get it back, so “we called her to

.come to the station for the ring.”

snid Dwyer. She was arrested
when she showed up about 3
p.m. Wednesday.

At her arraignment Thursday,
Kuchciak, a slim woman with
long brown hair, enid she worked
for her parents’ landscaping
company and as a waitress.

Police snid she had two other
children by other men.
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CORRECTION

Rubinstein, M.D., founders of the Michigan Eyecar
care breakthroughs, including the use of the Excimer Laser fo correct nearsightedness.

FIRST TO BRING YOU THE EXCIMER LASER — FIRST TO MAKE IT MORE AFFORDABLE FOR YOU!

The Michigan Eyecare Insfitute has served the vision needs of the community since 1971.
halmologist, practicing in Michigan, to perform Radial Keratotomy {RK) -
o correct nearsightednesst The Michigan Eyecare Institute has
surgery for more than 22 years. Both William Myers, M.D. and Mark
e Institute, have been at the forefront of eye

Doctor

» SPECIAL OFFER

Through December 1998, the Michigan Eyecare Institute
guarantees giving you the lowest price on PRK or

LASIK in the state of Michigan.

$§150 consultation and lesting fee is applied fo cost of surgery.

Southficld  »

Livonia

Call today for a FREE cyc screening and more information:
BOOG—EYES or 4‘-35606

Dearborn

MICHIGAN EYECARE INSTITUTE

29877 Telegraph, Suite 100, Southfield, Mi 48034




