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‘As Oakland County Sheriff John F.
Nichols approaches his 80th birthday,
those nround him wonder if his health
will cnable him to serve the two years
ramaining in his term of office.

Nichols, however, wonders about
sceking another term,

*Pm thinking about it,” Nichols said
Sunday when asked about a possible
fifth term. The occasion was a gathering
at the Decr Luke Racquet Club to honor
Nichols who turns 80 on the Monday
before Thanksgiving.

Talk about unother term might be
sdrious.

‘Others, however, believe this will be
his last term. Instead, talk about anoth-
er/is more likely intended to emphasize
thiat Nichols remains firmly in charge of

, Happy birthday
About to turn 80, Sheriff John Nichols considers another term

M ‘Ho can stiil bite a head
off. But he's almost 80 yoars
old, and he's got some heaith
probloms assoclatod with
somehbody that age.’

Rudy Lozano

—Friend

the 850-peraon depariment and its
annual budget approaching $70 million.

Nichols seemed very much in charge
Sunday as he acknowledged the support
of fellow polico officers, politicians and
old friends. Wearing n spiffy camel
sport cont, Nichols chatted with people
s they came aver to the table at which
he was sitting in a wheel chair and
breathing oxygen.

thoe microphane where he
joked, “Thia is like o
funeral, but 1 can smoli,
the flowera.”

The wheelchair and
oxygen are pretty much
mandatory these days.
Arthritie, emphysema
and other health prob-
lems have taken a heavy
toll.

“He can still bite a
head off,” eaid friend and
admiror Rudy Lozano,
who organized the birth-
day bash. "But he's
almost 80 years old, and
he's got somo health
problems associated with
somctody that age.”

Lozano and othors are
fiercely loyal to Nichols
and vow their support as
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theyln Pezeshki, MD, specializes in Obstetrics
and Gynccology, and has a special interest in meno-
pause carc and infertility treatment. She carned her
medical degree at Wayne State University in 1994, and
completed her residency at the Detroit Medical Center/
Sinai Hospital. She is 2 member of the American
College of Obstetrics and Gynecology, and is fluent in
spoken and written Turkish and Persian.

Dr. Pezeshki is happy to be joining the
practice of Henry Maicki, MD, Lakshmi Gavini, MD,
Anthony Boutt, MD, Thomas Dolnicck, ™MD, and
midwife Debbic McBain, MSN.
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When f‘t long os the sheriff wants
;:\'ml?l ‘t”' it. But even the most
55 o8 i 0 }gyal followers acknowl-
o Y ke Nichols' health is
well-wishers f“lmf‘ymm 50 — when his toy-filled office.
present, his 1002 legg dependent on
chair waos

oxygen and a wheelchair — Nichols sur-
vived a tough challenge from Democrat-
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Consldering: While some are wondering whether his
Sheriff John Nichols, who is about to turn 80, is thinking

ic challenger Matt Hogan, who pulled
about 49 percent of tho 471,900 votes

cast for sheriff.

The incumbent sheriff
won, in large part, because
of support from command
officers and deputics who
reapect Nichols and admire
his command style. Much of
his support also came from
civilinns — like Lozano,
who raised money for n
tough campaign — who
simply respect the mon.

“He's here every day,”
anid Capt. Mike McCabe.
“He keeps o work schedule
that puts younger men to
shame. People love and
respect John Nichols.”

McCabe declined to com-
ment about Nichols' health

1

health is in good stead,
of another term in

to chief of palice.

Several people have privately said
they are considering a bid for sheriff
once Nichols’ term is finished. There
could be a real power struggle, however,
if the sheriff's health deteriarates to the
point he would not be able to finish the
term.

Nichels is aware of n possible power
vacuum in cither ease. “But we've got n
lot of good command officers,” he said.
“And I have full confidence somebody
will take command.”

Tliere are 0 many good candidntes,
Nichols said be is naot endorsing any-
body or greoming a particular candi-
date. “I'll let the voters speak,” he said.

A regular election would undoubtedly
draw o number of henvyweight candi-
dates, although none have thus far
announced plans — partinlly because
doing 50 might be interpreted as being
i {ul to Nichols.

e , or 10 p e
about the future. But oth-
crs — even ardent support-
ers — hope Nichols finish-
es out his term and grace-
fully ends his career that
started in 1942, when he
joined the Detroit Police
Department. He eventually
rose through the ranks to

State Sen. Michael Bouchard, a for-
mer palice officer, is rumored to be
interested. While the Birminghom resi-
dent has high political visibility, he
could not expect o cakewalk. Somebody
from within the department — possibly
undersheriff Henry Buffa or Maj.
Thomas E. Quisenberry — could be
expected tci'x.noun! o strong challenge,

became police
er, a position comparable

as a Rep! in the primary or a
Democrat in the general election,
Should Nichols not be nble to
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finish out his term, it would not
be voters who elect a successor. It
would be o ponel consisting of
prosccutor David Goreyen, clerk
Lynn D, Allen and probate judge
Eugene Moare.

I haven't even thought nbout
the possibility of picking a succes-
sor to John Nichols,” Goreyen said.
“His health isn’t the best, but
Nichols is still very much in
charge of the department, and it's
functioning very well. T see no rea-

son to worry about successor.”
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