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POINTS OF VIEW

Universities need to play role in creating high-tech jobs;

Awuple of weeks ngo, Gov. John

Engler kicked off the first Gov-

- & Wernor's Innovation Forum by

. anhouncing the results of a survey

. showing that Michigan's busi

~ and universities nced to find better

. ways to work together to ereate high-
tech jobs in the state.

© “By working together to shape aur
future, we are guaranteeing the cre-

atibn of high-tech jobs and increasing

the competitiveness of Michigan busi-

neds,” said the governor’s prepared

remarks. “We have to focus on the

importance of technalozy, and the role

our universities and industries play

in preparing Michigan for the knowi-

edge-based cconomy of the 21st centu-
-

A troubling finding from the sur-
vey: 64 percent of business and 42
' percent of university reapondents said
non-Michigan universitics provide the
best research for industry. “The Uni-
versity of Michigan is the No. 1
" research university in the country,”
" snid Jobs Commission spokeswoman
¥ Suban Schafer. “Unfortunately, busi-
neds and neademic lenders in Michi-
gm:l don't tap that resource enough.”

1 agree. Ever since I've been on the
Board of Regenta at the University of
Michigan, I've been bothered by the
discouneet between U-M's high stand-
ing in aponsored reseurch (currently
$495 million, tops among U.S. public
universities) and the relatively mea-
ger number of spin-offs in southeast-
ern Michigan, The contrast between
Michigun and Route 128 around
Baston's MIT or Californin’s Silicon
Valley around Stanford couldn’t be
sharper.

The agenda is flexible, although usu-

{Alert readers may r ber that
I'm a candidate for re-clection te the
Board of Regents. So, in addition to
being alert for any bias that might
glip into this column, readers should
renlize that I am writing from direct
personal experience.)

One potential resolution of the dis-
connect between the business and
university communities is to create an
institutional structure that regularly
brings together top lendership {from
both., Many other states, for example,
have some version of a busi: i

ally d around the theme of
business-university collnboration.

There were some hesitant steps
taward starting a higher education-
business roundtable taken while Jim
Duderstadt was president of U-M, but
the effort never really got off the
ground. Maybe the time has come for
another try.

Another more concrete approach is
to look hard at the barriers to technol-
ogy transfer from university labs inte
the private sector, Many universities,

versity roundtable. Attendance is
confined to CEOs or presidents, peo-
ple who can commit their institutiona.

for ple, have an acad cul-
ture that discourages professors from
becoming entreprencurs. Others have
conflict of interest rules that hobble

researchers from getting into busi-
ness.

1 got interested in this part of the
problem back in 1996. U-M interim
President Homer Neal (a world-class
high-energy physicist) drew my atten-
tion to the fact that the U-M bylaw on
technology transfer failed to state
that moving® discoveries out of the lab
to the private sector was o proper
objective for the university. More-
over, the rules were unclear about
whether professors could properly
receive royalties from their inventions
while still serving as members of the
faculty.

So there were few incentives at the
U-M, whether financial or cultural, to
encourage professors to behave like
their counterparts at Stanford or MIT
and commercialize their research
work,

1 had a hand in rewriting that
bylaw, Transferring discoveries from
the lab to the private sector was set
out as nn appropriate mission for the
U-M, while the disincentives in the
policy governing researchers and roy-
alties were reduced, The Board of
Regents adopted the new version

unanimously. -
It scems to have worked. In 1998,
revenues related to U-M technology =
jumped to $6.8 million, compared to =
less than $2 million in previous years.
The university granted 43 licenses for.
ies to usc U-M technology dis-
coverica, up from 27 in 1894,
Start-up companies using U-M
technology are now a gossip staple ins
Ann Arbaor bars, while the Universits?
of Michigan has made it clear that |
venture capitalists and entrepreneurs ,
are an important and welcome part-

rar

A

ners. L
It likely will take a while, but it's *
vital to Michigan’s economic future ta s
encourage our universities to play
their rolc as an erormous asset in
driving the knowledge-based economy, |
of the next century. N

a2

i

™

Phil Power is chairman of Home-
Town Communications Network Inc.,
the company that owns this newspa- _,;
per. He welcomes your comments,
either by voice mail at (734} 953- .
2047, Ext. 1880, or by e-mail: ppow-
er@oconline.com
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

. Gesund is good choice

: Rcccntly. I had the pleasure of talk-
ing to a bright young man who is
rurining for Onkland County Commis-
. sioner.
After talking to him, I know that
. Ryan Gesund's top priority is working
for the best interests of the residents
of Farmington Hills, He's pitted
agdinst Republican incumbent David
Moffitt in the 18th District, who has
becn around far too long. T think Ryan
would be a refreshing change, bring-
ing with him intelligence, good back-
ground knowledge, a realistic
approach, and a wholesome political
aggressiveness.

Ryan believes a good commissioner
should be out in the community and
among the people he represents in
order to serve them better. He has
marte an effort to go door-to-door
mepting people face-to-face 5o they
cuat become more familiar with his
name and his high standards and
commitment.

Ryan has innovative, fresh ideas
and a plan to help relieve the prob-
lems people still have with water and

Although the rond commission is a
separate authority, he will vote
agdinst any budget that doesn’t
include funding to fix the roads in
¢ Fm:-mington Hills. I believe he has the
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capability to incrense the funding for
Qakland County roads,

Wake up, Farmington Hills resi-
dents. If Hills Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi,
and Mayor Pro Tem Vicki Barnett,
are in his corner, let's follow their
choice and vote for Ryan Gesund for
county commissioner on Nov. 3.

Dodie Harris
Hillside Elementary teacher
Farmington Hills

Don't debate

read your article in the Thursday,

Sept. 17, issue of The Eccentric.
When I read it, I was prompted to
write to Gov. John Engler suggesting
that he never debate with Mr. Fieger,
but I never got around ta it.

Engler, and any other candidate for
offices, owes no obligation to debate. A
debate, as the dictionary says, is a for-
mal discussion in which opposing
sides of n question discuss it.

You cannot intelligently discuss
how our state government should be
run in an hour or an hour-and-o-hal{
debate. One could not make an intelli-
gent judgment by listening to a couple
of candidates argue for that period of

time, and we all know that few people
will sit in front of television and
watch a series of ongoing debates.

The voting public todny is greatly
influenced by how a candidate
appears,

Onc has to take into codsideration
whom one is debating. Fieger is o
much more expericnced man in talk-
ing to jurics; he has won some of the
biggest judgments in the state.

Fieger in a debate would recognize
no rules; it is hard enough for a judge
in court to get him to stay within
bounds. Fieger wants “a tough
debate.” Toughness to him is using
innuendo and name calling to make
him look tough rather than intelli-
gent. Ficger's ads are meaningless TV
ads, like, “I'll fight for the people!”

1 think an open forum, where close-
ty defined issues are argued and
where each candidate can be asked
questions by the audience, makes
much more sense.

If a voter wants to learn more
about a candidate, then the voter
should read what the candidate
writes and go to meetings where the
candidate is to speak.

You want a debate on television “in
the public arena.” Fieger is a political
street fighter, and the debate would
on his part amount to nothing but a

street fight with a lot of swings but

Yes, they re
much smaller now.

with little intelli

for the national debt

s el

John P. O'Hara Jr.
Bloomficld Hills

Vote Reform

he national debt stands at $5.5

trillion. This year you and I will
pay more than $240 billion on the
nntional debt in interest alone. That's
money that won't go to our childrens’
schools, but rather to banks, insur-
ance companics, and other wealthy
individuals and institutions as pure
praofit taken from the taxpayer.

Because of the federal debt, when it
comes time to support our local
schools, voters are not as inclined.

Not surprisingly, the same group of
special intercags that is benefiting
from the nntional debt is also spend-
ing hundreds of millions of dollars
every year to control our clection pro-
cess. In this year's state election
nlene, the Democratic and Republican
partics will spend more than $30 mil-
lion. The money that could repair
school roofs, climinate portable class-
rooms or restore fine arts programs
will instead go to fund candidate’s
slam ads.

The other two major parties never
admit when they’re wrong. They cer-
tainly don't admit their parties’

QUR HOME EQUITY CREDAT LINE is worth a look. We've extended our special fixed introductory rate,
which means you can borrow $10,000 at 7.45% APR for onc year and pay as little as $62 a month. It's
casy to apply. Therc are no closing costs. And by shrinking your bills, you'll be putting more money in
your pocket. Just call 1-800-628-7074 today, or visit any banking office. www.Huntington.com

and the effect on our childrens’ future
When given an opportunity to pay
down the national debt with more
than a trillion dollars in broadcast
spectrum rights sales, they chose
instead to give your rights away. The ~
same goes for our national mineral,
forest and fishing rights, just given
away to globalized special interesta.
Through NAFTA, they have surren-
dered a whole generation of high-pay-
ing, highly skilled American jobs for .
quick corporate profit. Now these page®
ties are asking for your vote for finan-?
cial trusteeship over our childrens’
education in Michigan. .
Not surprisingly this gross mis- [
management of the people’s resources .
has given birth to the Reform Party. '
There is no reason why we can’t .
afford the finest system of schools in '}
the world, other than for the greed of
a few globalists, We welcome all patri-
otic, well-meaning American citizens
to join with us in ridding our govern-
ment of this waste and corruption.
The best way to begin changing our |
government starts with you: If you N
want reform, then vote Reform. .
Eric Borregard;
Reform Party candidate
State Board of Education
Farmington Hil}_n-’
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