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The Farmington Players swant
their barn, but they want to
make it better.

That mcans tearing down the
théater and building a new one.
The 120 members in the group
are excited sbout plans for a new
facility, which will seat 242 peo-
ple and provide barrier-free
access.

The 5,917-square-foot theater
is part of n propesed planned
unit development that alse
includes a 76-unit agsiated living
center on 12 Mile Rond, cast of
Kendallwood.

Farmington Hills City Council
approved the site’s planned unit
deyelopment qualifiention. The
final plans, which are being
negotiated, have not been OK'd

yet.

Although the players' existing
theater - an actun! barn - will
he forn down, the new building
willitake on a farm-like shape.

“It'will be a barn, We feel
that's erucinl to our identity,”
snid Cynthia Tupper, Farming-
ton players president.

With some help from Sunrise

Wat * theater neats anywhere
K ‘We've besn down {rom 161 to 173 patrons.

there and rehearsing As part of a project
during the summer. It rgg: :;nl‘};m:s}‘&chg::
clearly rings home that ;i ocor group looked
we need another faclll  into ways u; renovate the
ty_ It limits what we can venerable theater, How-

ever, the LTU study con-
do comfortably cluded the barn was not

because it's so hot.’
Cynthia Tupper

Players president

worth renovating.

In gddition to a lack of
barrier-free nccess, the
theater is not air-condi-
tioned and difficult to
keep warm during the
winter, Tupper said.

The community theater
group is in its 45th sca-
son and members are
busy with a musical
veview that includes
show stoppers from
“Guys and Dolls” and
“Brigadaon” among oth-
era. The group has 1,000
season ticket holders.

“We've been down
there and rehearsing
during the summer,”
Tupper said. “It clearly

Dovelopment — the company
proposing the assisted living cen-
ter — a now theater will cost
$906,000 to Luild. So far, the
community organization has
raised nearly $450,000.

The rest will have to come
through pledges and donations,
Tupper said. The group is work-
ing with the Michigan Council of
the Arts on ways to raise money.

“If we can reach that halfivay
mark, wo feel really confident,”
Tupper said.

Farmington Players simply

e B

ect will raise curtain on new Players theater

outgrew the current facility
where the group has performed
since the late 1950s. The current

rings home that we need
anather facility.

“It limits what we can
do comfortably because

#

P. Mark Accettura
Attorney

PLAN DISTRIBUTIONS

15218 Farmington Road ¢ Livonia

(5. wner of Grand River and Fatmington Rd.)

Navigating the complex rules of IRA and rerirement
plan distributions, including lump sum rollovers, the
70% rules and “sereech” IRA's.

Mr. Accettura has more than 16 years of experience
as an Escate Planner, Tax Actorney, and hast of
popular TV show “Law Talk".

Rescrvations required. Call 248-848-5000.
SEMINAR IS FREE OF CHARGE
70%: RULE EXPLAINED

it's so hot.”
ESTATE PLANNING
AND RETIREMENT

Including 70 RULES
Monday, October 5th
1:00-2:30 p.m.

Civic Center Senior Center

orace of'3 Mile & Earmingion Rd)

Tuesday, October Gth By it Sam
7:30-9:00 p.rn. tamith@oc.homecomm.net
Farmingten Public Librasy .
23500 Liberey Street ‘Before taking the Dale

Cnrnegic for Teenagers class in
Farmington Hills, Lauren Long-
ton was doing OK in schoel. But
she wasn't particularly focused.
It wouldn't be correct to say
she wasn't achieving what she
expeeted ta because she hadn't

assisted living faci
has raised $450,000.

Focus

really set personal goals. But all
of that changed because of the
Carnegie teen class, which
taught her to overcome self-
doubt and turn it up a notch in
arcas pertinent to school success
— guch ns assertivencss, self-con-
fidenc>, plus memorization and
orpanization skills.

“I'm not embarrassed to raise
my hand in class because 'm not
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worried what other people think
about me,” said Lauren, a 14-
year-old freshman at Northville
High School. "Because 1 know
I'm a good person. Carnegie
taught me that.”

She now has that all-impor-
tant focus and sets goals on a
vegular basis, Her social lifo is
better, too.

Other teens soon have an
opportunity to pick up some of
those same skilla. Beginning
Tuesdny, Oct. 13, another ses-
sion of the Carnegic teen class is
scheduled to begin. The 12-weck
course, tought by Sue
Dahlmann, will be at 26105
Orchard Lake Read, Suite 103,
in Farmington Hills. Call (810}
220-8812.

Another teennger who benefit-
ed from taking Carnegie is
Jonny Tosoian of Farmington
Hilta, whose mother, Kathy, is 2
course instructor, Jenny, a
Farmington High School stu-
dent, took the program in 1996
and will volunteer during the
upcoming session.

“We talk about gonl setting (in
the course),” Kathy Tosoian said.
“And that's real important. They
can start the school ycar and
say, ‘This is what T want to

Plans: The Farmington Players will get a new theater with a developer’s plans to build an
ity nearby. The estimated cost of a new theater is $900,000. The group

Teens find confidence with special class

B ‘I'm not embarrassed
to raise my hand in
class because I'm not
worried what other peo-
ple think about me.
Because | know I'm a
good person. Carnegle
taught me that..’

Lauren Longton
—Student

accomplish in the next marking
period.’

“Kids who don't set goals are
less apt to be successful becouso
they don't know where they're
headed.”

Meanwhile, Tosoian said
there's a corrclation between
good self-confidence, which
Carncgie attempts to build, and
efficient study habits, “Because
of their self esteem improving,
their work habits improve. They
fecl better about what they do.”

She added that the course
helps teens enhance memoriza-
tion via a system of being able to
“better associnte things” needed
for tests, and then to apply
them.
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