Rosa Parks joins other seniors to master computers
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Thiajuan Williamson and civil
shills at Botsford Continuing

' Botsford Commaons.
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THe mother of the civil rights movement handled
a cihputer mother bonrd. And, much like the time
on'the bus when she refused to give up her seat,
Roga Parks showed no fear.

ljf; ks and other computer curious geniors joined
with their somewhat more technically savvy part-
ners for n closs at Botsford Continuing Care Mon-
dny. The six-week class is designed to make
seniors and children alike more computer literate.

With handa folded and fnce radient with wonder-
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rights pioneer Rosa Parks learn computer

Care’s Rosa L. Parks Learning Center of Michigan at

ment, Parks listencd as instructor Gregory Murray
provided an overview of the computer. The class is
offered in conjunction with Botsford Continuing
Care and The Rosa and Raymond Parks Instituto
for Self-Development.

The clags is aldo the first at the newly named
Rosa L, Parkes Learning Center of Michigan at
Botsford Commons.

“From time hopefully we will be able to master
the mystery of the computer,” said Parks, who was
joined by 13-year-old Thiajuan Williamson.

Willinmson relished his role helping the civil
rights pioncer feel comfortable with the computer.

b

*When 1 explain it to her, I r what I'm

for the price of a local phone call

tought and sometimes you learn cven more,”
Williamson said.

The intergencrationnl program goes beyond
technology. The goal is to build friendships
between scniors and youth, who find they can help
onp another.

With computers, some seniors show trepidation
whereas kids have no fear, soid
Seniors can provide wisdom to {\}S
their youthful mentors.

“They can help them slow down
and be more practical,” Peek said.

*“A lot of the ecniora have been in
direct the young people in meking =
their carcer deciaions.

“And they're helpful with home-
work, too.”

Murray took both seniors and
puter. He showed them a hard
drive, central processing unit,
floppy disk drive, sound card and
modem from a disassembled com-
puter.
as they were passed around the 5
classroom.

“Turn it over,” Murray suid to
one of the seniors carefully exam-
ining the hard drive. “You can't

A computer can help seniors
mnke new connections and feel
legs isolated, Peek said.

With eclectronic mail, they're
able to keep in cantact with family

Anita Peek, program director,
D
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the work field ... They can help Q)

studenta for journcy inside a com-

Students gingerly held the parts
hurt it; it's already broke.”
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activated software allows those with disabilitics to ’

communicate, Peek said.
4. ot of these seniors have a lot of information
in their heads, and they want to find out how valu-

able it is to others,” Peck suid. “They also might -
find someone who has the same challenges they.

have.”
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