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interurban

Hills man turns
- hobby into dream

m.)r:‘nvmran PLACINTO

" BTAFF WRITER
. jplacinto@oe.homecomm.net

“Since he was 8 years old,
Farmington Hills resident Brian

: Golden has loved to put together

model train scta. But as he grew
up he quickly grew bored by the
roundnbout route they take.

. So Golden, now 45, began cre-
ating imaginary cities with more
realistic train routes through
valleys and over mountains, But
1ast year, the Farmington Hilla
resident decided he hadn't taken
his love of modeling far enough.
Ho wanted to design a replica of
Arcal line,

' “I've always been interested in
thinga of antiquity,” Golden said.
- Golden will speak in Orchard
Lake next week on the history of
the Orchard Lake Division of the
Detroit United Railrond.

" A peek into the history behind

i The Winery, a building at the
 corner of Grand River Avenue

and Orchard Lake Rond in
Farmington, led him to discover
the toca! link to fhe Detroit Unit-
¢d Railroad. The building was
built in 1899 to serve as the pow-
erhouse for the Detroit North-
western Railroad, an electric
trolley line, which was later
owned by the DUR.

The Orchard Lake Division of
the DUR ran from Grand River
Avenue and Orchard Loke Rood
in Farmington along Orchard
Lake Road to the city of Orchard
Lake.

Because the division received
little coverage in books written
about the DUR, Golden did
éxtensive research over the past
year and half to gather enough
information to design a model.

“Doing n medel is a way of
bringing it back - reminiscing,”
Golden said, “As I was finding

more information, my modeling
had a purpose. Up to this time,
my modeling had always been
fictitious.”

The compressed prototype of
the 35-mile line is being built on
a gerics of separate tables in

Golden's basement so that he .

can ensily teansport it and picce
it together,

“(Aren historical societits)
ean't wait for me to finish the
medel to display,” however,
Golden said, “It will probably
take me several yenrs.”

With all the information he
gathered, Golden decided he
might as well write n book about
the Orchard Lake Division,
which is expected to be pub-
lished this yenr.

When most people didn’t own
cars, the DUR was an vasy and
cheap way for Detraiters, at 26
cents o trip, to go to the lakes to
picnic, go boating, fishing and
swimming, Golden said. Orchard
Lake was a hot spot on the line
attracting visitors to the lake,
and nearby Casg nnd Sylvan
lnkes,

“They really promoted the
Orchard Lake Division because
it was the jewel of their line,”
Golden said.

The DUR also ran across the
state to arens like Bay City and
Kalnmazoo and south to Cleve-
land, Ohio.

“There plan was to make o
trolley line all the way around
Laoke Erie,” however, Golden
snid, the DUR went aut of busi.
ness instead,

Existing from 1901 to 1931,
the DUR purchased too many

lines too quickly nnd ran ont of

money. 1t was purchased by the
Department of Street Railways
in Detroit and all trolley lines
were eventually abandoned and
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Recreate: Brian Golden of Farmington Hills
Interurban that ran from Farmington along Orchard Lake Road to the city

book about the trolley line.

reploced by cars and municipally
awned buses,

“The city of Detroit wanted to
have complete control over mass
transportation,” Golden said,

While many tracks were
removed, evidence of their exis-

11 be found today in
and two locally pre-
ting rooms,” build-
ings in Livonia and Northville
for travelers to wait at in
between stops. And Golden
recently found a trolley spike in

VFW announces start of its annual voice of democracy contest

. Commander John Love of
YFW Post 2269-Brodhead in
Farmington Hills announced the
start of this year’s Veterans of
Foreign Wara and its Ladies
Auxiliary “Voice of Democracy
Scholarship Contest.” -

Students in the local aren |

have the opportunity to compete
in the 52nd annual audio essay
contest and win valuable schol-
arships and awards,

Students that advance to
become their state’s first place
winner are given the opportunity
to expand their knowledge dur-
ing a full five-day tour of Wash-
ington, D.C., plus the chance to
meet and befriend students from
every state.

During the many years that
Veterans of Forcign Wars and its
Lodies Auxiliary have been
involved with Veice of Democra-
cy, more than seven million high
:_:’hool students have participat-
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PUILIP VERTEVICIL, Attorney, 830 W.
;.n Lake Rd., fite. 200, Bivomtleld
1

STATE OF MICILIAN, IN THE PRORATE
COURT FOM THE COUNTY OF GAKLAND.
TD EXTATE
Estate of ARIAN CILAKLEY SNYDEH,
Decvased.

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSON
Nout Interrat in the estate amay be barerd

TAKE
1 10.00 & the probats euuritoa
Toatise, Michlan, bwfors 11on. Sandes Sitver,
Judge of eanag was held o0

patitlen of Jossphine A Snyder requesting
porsonsl

aloe thet the
and codicils deted N/A be sdmitied o
probata.

Crolitors of the deconsd arv nolified that
all claime againet the ) Y Lorever
- barrd u ented

atativ
o e he (propueed) prraonal
| Toprewntallve within 4 mantha of the dats of
Publication of thix natice. Netice ia furthee
fiver that the eatate will then be staigned 1o
- settled porenns
. Dated: Septerster 30,1991
Abtorney: Phllip Vestevich (21020, K00 W
¢ Loog Lake Rd.. At 200, Rleomdisld thilla, MI
wx

: tative, Josephine A
B W hnon, M 1358
Tobrphane Na.(142) 174 0863

. Publish; Uctobee 11, 1928

e

Interested students necd only
write and then record a three to
five minute audio/essay which
expressing their view of the
patriotic theme “My Service to
America.”

WITH OVER
CATEGORIES OF FINE
CONTEMPORARY CRAFTS...

old & silver jewelry «

hand woven clothing *
hardwood furniture *

vases & leaded
metal & wood

ACCESSOTICS * an

section including salsas, v
garlic, pasta, read/soup/di
smoked salmon, brea

All state winners receive at
least a $1,000 National Scholor-
ship but could alse win the
$20,000 first place award.

A total of $128,600 in Nation-

325 ARTISANS

38

ART &

leather

Randbags & briefcases « silk &

custom
clay &

porcelain pottery ¢ blown glass
lass panels *
tures * fin
originals & prints * wildlife &
sceriic photography ¢ forged iron
much more!

INEW! Visit our gfcaa]ty Foods

vinegars,

fincart

mix
S, ©

fashioned candy and more!
FOR EXHIBITOR LISTINGS &
MORE DETAILED DIRECTIONS VISIT

oafcraft

S.com

al Scholarships is awarded to
student national finalists. The
deadline date for student entry
is Nov. 1, 1998,

§ FRIDAY - SUNDAY 10-6

Craft Demonstrations

§ Entertainment

Specialty Food
[ Indoors

H No pets please
Strl

ers not recommended ¥
Daily Admission $6
Under 12 FREE
PARKING FREE

8 COMPLIMENTS OF
SUGARLOAF

DIRECTIONS: Located
on [-96 northwest of
Detroit at Exit 162. Go
south on Novi Road.
Turn rig\l onto Expo
Center Drive,

Durlng falr ¢all

 (248) 380-7003

Orchard Loke nenr Seminary
Road,

Golden continues to search for
more Information on the Orchard
take Division of the DUR. Anyone
with personal photographs or
information is urged to call Gold-
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wants to design a replica of a real trolley line, the Detroit
of Orchard lake. He's also writing a

en at (248) 701-8112, mail him
at P.0. Box 551, Farmington,
Mizh, 48332.0551. or e-mail him
at bgolden@greatid.com

And with only 15% down {vs.
avold paying private mortgage insurance. Available up to
$500,000. Lower down payments at great rates. Available in
fixed or adjustable terms.

Telephone Loan Center 12800

FIRS

!

The Home Loar
with no up-front costs,
from the bank that brought.you }
Totally Free checking. - {

Ask Us. Wae Can Do it

<

Mo points

No application fees
No title costs

Mo closing costs

Mo appraisal costs

No up-front costs at all

20% from other fenders), you

DIALSFFM (10800#342¢5336)

T FEDERAL

OF MICHIGAN

FDIC
Insured www.flom.com =
Laoan offices thewghoul metrupolitan Detroit, Ann Arbor,
Landng, Kalamazon, Owosso and Grand Repida
Loans for owmer-0ccupied omas only with $500,000 Mmaximur loan amourd, Anual -
Porcontage ata (APR) examplo 000 ko &1

fixod amontization; monthly paymonts

ara svalable on toquost.
Oc2obor 2, 1900

your pro-payment chargs. Firal loan approval subjoct to our eppraisal and
standards which

-
of intorust and principat of $338 02. Three-

Proporty nsurance roqueed. APR tffoctive




