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0CC ends losing skid

The Oakland Community College
volleybnll team (11-14) broke a four-
match losing streank Thursday by
beating Great Lakes Christinn Col-
lege in five games, 15-1, 15-1, 15-0,
15-4, 15-3.

0CC's Jennifer O'Connor set a
schoal record with nine service aces,
and she also had 32 sct ossists.

Andren Jones led the Lady Raiders
with 10 kills. Brynn Allyn had nine
kills and wix digs, Christine Skufka
cight kills and three aces, Daniclle
Monette five digs and four aces.

Hawks top city team

Farmington Harrison had the best
finish of the Farmington schools Fri-
day in the Division II boys regional
golf tournament at Dunham Hills
Golf Course but nonc qualified for the
state finals,

The Hawks (347) were eighth out of
18 teams; Farmington (363) was
ninth and North Farmington {364)
10th.

Matt Lee shot 82 to lead Harrison.
Chris Scott posted 84, Brian
Grohman 90, Kenny Lee 91 and Mike
Palmer 98.

Hartland wen a tiebreaker over
Bloomficld Hills Cranbrook to win the
regional, Both teams had 313 scores.

STC offers programs

The Suburban Training Center
offers three sessions for hockey play-
ers and skaters during the fall:

eMorning drop-in hockey (adults
only), 9-10:30 a.m. Tuesday, 6:30-9:30
a.m. Wednesday, 9-10:30 a.m. Thurs-
day, 6:30-8 n.m. Fridey. Full equip-
ment is required. The cost is 57 per
player.

«On the pond practice (all ages and
ability levels), 3:30-4:30 p.m. Wednes-
day. This program offers open ice
time to work on your shooting, skat-

“ing, pnssing and puck handling skills.

Pucks, nets and shooter tuters are
provided. No pick-up games are
allowed. Full equipment is required.
The cost is $6 per player.

*STC lunch skate (all ages), 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday. It'n $2 to skate or try the
tunch combo: $5 to skate and have
lunch. No skate rentals are availabl
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Farmington High did what a good
football team is supposed to do Friday
and took advantage of its opponent’s
mistakes.

The Falcons turned three of host
Livonia Stevenson’s seven turnovers
into touchdowns for a 19-3 victory —
their third in four games.

Farmington improved to 3-1 in the
Lakes Division of the Western Lakes
Activitics Association and evened its
record at 3-3 overall,

“Five-hundred is not our goal; it was-

Farmington High remains on a roll in varsity
football, winning for the third time in its last
four games Friday and spoiling homecoming
festivities at Livonia Stevenson, 19-3. The
Falcons are 3-3 overall.

't from the start,” Farmington conch
John Bechtel said. “We were prepared
to play today and we were successful,
Now we have to prepare for next weck.
We're interested in improving every
week,

“We know we can play this game. We
can play better than we did tonight.
That’s nothing against Stevenson,
becnuse that wasn't their best game.
‘They turned the ball over, and that
was unfortunate for them.”

The Spartans, now 2-3 overall and 1-
3 in the division, fumbled away three
punts, lost another fumble nt the
TFarmington 7-yard line early in the
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Falcons shut down Spartans, 19'3 |

game and hnd three poases intercept-

ea.

“It's hard to do much with the ball
when you'ro giving it back to themn,”
Stevenson conch Tim Gabel snid. “We
only scored three points; that's why we
lost the game.

“All the turnovers are big, because
you're not scoring and you're giving
them field position. If they're punting,
that means we stopped them, and we're
giving the ball back.

“But the kids didn't quit. They were
playing hard all the way to the end of
the game.”

After losing two fumbles in the first
quarter, Stevenson was still first on
the scorcboard when Dan West kicked
a 23-yard field early in the second peri-
od. Eric Puninske’s 46-yard run on first
down at the Stevenson 20 sparked the
drive.

“We were concerned about their abili-
ty to throw the ball, and we took that

Hawks vs. Chiefs

away,” Bechtel snid. “In so. doing, we
gave them the fullback trap nnd
counter, which we haven't in the past.

“But our goal-line package has been
strong all year. When we got down to
the gonl line, we got after them and
forced turnovers.”

The Falcons rallied to take a 13-3
halftime lead. Dustin Gress and Rory
Crittenden recovered fumbled punts at
the Stevenson 20 and 36, respectively.

Farmington needed just four plays to
score ond go phead, 6-3, with six min-
utes loft in the half on Grant Weber's
1-yard quarterback sneal,

On first down nfter Crittenden's
recovery, quarterback Scott Kneller
threw a 36-yard touchdown pass to
Weber and Stephen Wayne booted the
extra point for a 13-3 score.

The Spartans had o 174-122 ndvan-
tage in first-half total effense. The Fal-

Marlins
will wait
for coach

BY BRAD KADRICH
AND DAN O'MEARA
BTAFF WRITERS

Farmington Hills Mercy has experi-
enced another sudden coaching change
in its varsity busketball program.

Dave Collins requested and was
granted a three-week leave of absence
as head coach after he accepted a job
with the Cincinnati Reds, B

Collins, who played for 16 years in
the major leagues, has taken a minor
league coaching position in the Reds
organization. He will coach bunting,
baserunning and outfield play.

[ ———
[ BASKETBALL

The Reds are conducting an instruc-
tional lengue, which required Collins’
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Call (248) 888-1400 for information,

Hockey skill sessions

The Farmington Hills Icc Arenn is
offering instructional sessions in stick
handling on Tuesdays and Fridays
from 11 a.m. to 12:50 p.m.

Participants wiil practice puck han-
dling and passing skills. No games
will be allowed. Full equipment is
required for youths 18 and under.

The program is apen to youths 12
and older. The fec is $7 per session or
$32 for five sessions,

Ohio's best edges CC

Detroit Catholic Central's bays soc-
cer team gave the No. 1 ranked team
in Ohio, Toleda St. John's, all it could
handle on Thuraday before losing 1-0.

The loss dropped the visiting Sham-
rocks to 7-8-1 record; St. John's
remained undefeated with a 12-0-1

record.

8t. John's scored its goal with 11
minutes left in the first half on o
rebound shot after CC goalkeeper
Eric Sullivan dived to make the first
save.

“He got a picce of the ball but some-
one wns there and poked it in," CC
conch Dana Orsucci said. “It bounced
perfectly for this guy, and two of our
guya were there on either side.”

CC’s Andrew Kogut and Josh
Brooks cach hit the goal post with
shots and a couple of shots by the
Shamrocks were stopped at point-
blank range in the second half,
according to Orsucci.

according to Orsucci.

*“Tonight, as weird as it may sound,
was the best 80 minutes we played
this year,” Orsucci said. “I'm extreme-
Jy happy and proud of our team, from
the defenders, midfielders and for-
wards. Everything was clicking.”

»A story in Thursday’s Observer
should have identified Josh Brooks ns
a CC goal scorer, not Androw Kogut,
Tucsday in a 4-2 loss to Brother Rice.

(Obacrver readers can fax informa-
2| tion for the Farmington Sports Scenc
. to Dan O'Meara at (734} 591-7279.)

CC.had a 23.8 shot advantage,

Harrison swimniers: Taylor
Goad (above) competes in
the individual medley
Thursday for Farmirﬁan
Harrison, and Julie Kluka
(left) swims the 50-yard
freestyle. Both girls took
second place in those races. *
Kluka also had one of Har-
rison’s three first places.
Plymouth Canton won the
dual meet, 132-64. See .
Page D3 for more details.

City champs

presence at the Reds train-
ing camp in Sarasota, Fla.

“He signed with the Reds,” said Tom
Stauffer, who was an assistant coach
under Collins in bnsketbali and basc-
ball at Lake Orion High School. “He
and Buddy Bell are good {riends.”

Bell, the former Detroit Tiger man-
ager, recently teok over as the Reds’
director of minor league ficld opera-
tions.

Mercy athletic director Nancy Mali-
nowski snid Collins told her the
instructional league will end in two
weeks, but he might have to say anoth-
er week to work with individual play-
ers.

Collins pians to return and finish the
season conching the Marlins, Mali-
nowski said she hopes Collins returns
by Oct. 23 or Oct. 30 at the latest.

“He notificd me Monday of the possi-
bility and confirmed it Tuesday,” Mali-
nowski said, adding Collins coached
the team Tuesday and told the players
Wedneaday. N

Malinowski faced a similar situation
when longtime Mercy basketball coach
Larry Baker resigned just before the
start of preseason practice in'July,
1997, -

“I don'’t know what other doors it will
open far (Collins) in that organization,”

Pleasc sce MERCY, D2

Farmington claims title despite 4-4 tie with North
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BOYS SOCCER

doing that,

to pile on the score, and I don't think we should be

North Farmington denicd host Farmington a clear
victory Wednesday when the two rivals met in boys
soccer, but a tio was just as good for the Falcona,

Justin Street's goal in the final minute ended an
exciting, second half of offense and enabled the
Raiders to gnin o 4-4 draw in the final tally.

But Farmington still claimed the eity champi-
onship based ofl a greater goal differential in its
gome with Farmington Harrison.

The Falcons defoated the Hawks 4-0, and North
won 2-1 over Harrison.

After Farmington and North tied for the city title
two yeara ngo, tho athletic administration instituted
a ticbreaking system, the first criterin boing largoet

goal differential versus the third opponent.
“A tio for us in this game is like n win, because a tie
gives us tho city ch jonahip,” Farmi conch

“If the goal of the city championship is to in;prove
tho quality of soccer in Farmington, then a tic should

stand.’ N
The Raiders (11-4-2) took their Inst lead withl12:11

Luke Juncaj said.

“I'm glad for the boys that we were able to accom-
plish this again. The lost few years North has been
able to play with us and it's been exciting. The city

t hip hos bigger ing than it did in the

past.”

North conch Ron Meteyer disngrees with the use of
a ticbreaker, however.

“What it amounts to, if you beat up on Harrison,
that's what wina it,” he said. *It doesn't matter if you
won or not. It means Farmington or North hos to try

v when Craig Hearn carried the ball into
the left corner, dribbled along the baseling and,
though surreunded by several defendara, fired a hard
shot into the Farmington net. h

“He's certainly the master of the onc-on-one — or
the three-on-one, or the four-on-one!” Meteyer said.

But the Falcons, 10-4-3 overall and ranked No. 9 in
Division 11, rallicd to score the next two goals to take
the lead and come within a half minute of winning
the game,

Plcaso ace SOCCER, D3
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