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Thankful

Cloverdale auction nets funds
to help students

By Trs SMITH
STAFF WRITER
tsmith@oc.homecomm.net

arolyn Das is thankful for what the

Cloverdale Developmental Center did to help

her son. So she didn't mind making o buge
bid for one of the available items during the Fri-
dny, Oct. 2, silent auction to benefit the center.

Her son, now 7, spent four years at Cloverdate

Lefore being “mainstrenmed” at William Grace
Elementary School, said Das, one of nbout 180 peo-
ple to attend the Parent Energy Partnership-host-
ot function at Longacre House,
“Cloverdale is a wonderful arganization,” said
as, “And getting the community to support it is
just nbsolutely imperative to its success. These
kids need support s much as the general educa-
tion students, maybe more.”

Help is on the way, with Das and other auction-
4 tloing their part, After checking out various
& in an upstairs roam at the nuction, she
ducided to bid $100 for a birthday party for 10 with
*armington Hills Fire Chicf Richard Marinucei. .

That was $25 tnore than the last person to bid
and $23 more than the minimum bid of $2. During
the nuction, participants wrate their names and
respective bids on sheets of paper that correspond-
ed with ench of the 125 items.

Many others were just as generous, helping raise
$26,000 for Cloverdale, which houses 84 severely
mentally impaired nnd severely multiply impaired
students between ages 3-26. About $15,000 of that
amount was generated by bids; another $11,000 in

donations were also received, said PEP member
Marinnne Tucker of Farmington Hills.

Pleasant surprises

Tucker named two other big, unexpeeted dona-
tions. Parent Deb Verenocke ehipped in all $740 of
her winnings in the auction's 50-50 rafile while an
anonymeous donov contributed n bigy sereen TV
worth $4,500.

The money, which far exceeded the eriginal gonl
of $10,000, will help purchase aduptive learning
and media equipment.

“The kids are the winners,” said a benming
Cloverdale principal Roger Martin, extremely sat-
“isfied with the turnout and result of the first annu-
al auction.

Members of PEP were also alimest awestruck by
the auction’s successful outcame, “We were just
flabbergasted with the whole thing,” Tucker d
last week, after proceeds were tallied, “We can’t
wait to go shopping for the kids ... We're going to
show for every penny of it.”

“The things we'll be able to do for the kids ns a
result of this event, the children will really appre-
cinte,” suid Deb Ferguson.

For those who helped make the auction a big hit,
such as Formi echools Superi | Boh
Maxficld, the night was a lot of fun, too, Maxfield
made repeated bids on a Toledo Mud Hens base-
ball package, which he wanted to obtain for hi
5

0n.
He upped the ante to $30, after sceing that
somcone else had put a bid in on the packape since
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the last time he did.

“I nm determined,” said Maxfield, who earlier
mude bids of $10, $15 nnd $20 on the four box
sents and autogeaphed roster eard. I am obsessed
with this thing.”

That package, which Muxfield eventually
secured, was part of u varied collection available to
the participants. Many items were donated to the
cause by nven businesses.

Good choices

For exnmple, upstairs, were items such as: a
dozen ogels and eream cheese vvery manth Octo-
ber through March at the Bean and Bagel, valued
at about $22; dinner at the Relish Grill, a $30
deal.

Sports memorabilia featured a baseball auto-
jraphed by Detroit Tigers pitelier Todd Jones, and
a team-autopeaphed Detroit Shock basketbail

Downstairs, near the Mud Hens item, was a
framed jersey signed by haskethall legend Lorry
Bird. Among¢ the bidders was Jim Mill who
made repeated entries for the jersey. With less
than an hour to go in the event, he had mnde bid
ies of $125, $185 and $2i

Miller — and Maxfickl — demonstrated an auc-
tion trend. People who really wanted something
made it a point of cirenlating back to those items,
ta see ifanybody clse put in a bid. If so, they could
write their name down again, Near the end of the
evening, suceessful bidders = meaning whoever bid
last, and tast, on items before the final deadline —

were announced by master of ceremonies Terry
Lyles.

Acknowledging the “repeat customer™ trend was
participant Greg Parry, who called the auction “n
wonderful event, a truly noble cause by  lot of
dedicated people.”

“A sitent auction is less pressure and it's reaily
fun,” noted Das. “It promotes ane-upmanship.”

What do you want? Piper Boyd and
Susan Campbell look over the auction
items. Beanie Babies were a special
favorite for auction-goers.
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