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Through simulation,

This atory marhs another
installment of Today's Lesson,
which oceasionally chronicles
classroom activitics in Farming-
ton Public Schools.

By Tizt SHITH
STAFF WRITER .
temith@ochomecommunct
t Farm-
ington
High School’s
very own “Fal-
con Island,”
students
recently were
able to sample
a miniscule toste of the kinds of
trials and tribulations that for-

cater the United Links of Farm-
ington.

Jammed into one haliway, rep-
resenting the “holding block,”
were 200 students, moatly
sophomores, waiting to begin the
process of being interrogated by
Falcon Island customs officinls.
By the end of the 90-minute
SMART period clnss, all either
made it or were departed.

Within the walls of the cus-
toms area, officials sat ncross
desks from the immigrants -
asking and answering questions
through body langunge, gestures
and lively dinlogue.

Student Jolie Skwierez, for

eigners experienced when immi-
grating to the United States in
1903.

Unitke the real thing, students
in five 20th Century history
classes didn't have to cross the
Atlnntic Ocenn and fidget about
whether their entry would be
allowed at the end of the jour-
ney, at Ellis Island in New York
Harbor.

But the students, at Falcon
1sland, did wear period ottire
and went through a reenactment
of immigration. It included sev-
cral checkpoints for the “immi-
grants” to pass through, includ-
ing queries about health, back-
ground and character, for exam-
ple. Those who didn’t pass
muster were deported, unable to

le, in the role of customs
officinl, cradled her arms when
asking an immigrant by the ficti-
tious name of “Gunnart Eduart”
whether he had any children,

Actunlly, the dialogue was
nothing but loud gibberish, as
instructed by history teachers
Renee Lossia-Acho and Kevin
Kansman. Any English spoken
by immigrants resulted in a
deduction of points, something
that could hurt their chances of
entering the ULF. The scene was
one that wouldn’t have been out
of place in n high school drama
production,

Accarding to Lassia-Acho and
Kansman, students who did the
research were able to get into
their roles better. And, they
coutd have n better iden what

‘Falcon

island’

students learn how 1903 immigrants felt

Waiting: This immigrant
mother, portrayed by
sophomore Natalic Ker-
shaw, waits to find out
whether she will be
allowed into the United
Links of Farmington.

immigrants, perhaps ancestors,
had te go through when they
came to America.

“We're hoping they have o
small idea of the difficulty in
coming to America,” Lossia-Acho
paid. ...To recognize the frustra-
tions of not knawing the lan-
guage and the communication
barriers they would have faced
ns well ag the frustrations in try-
ing to get through each station,
primarily the health station, and
the fear involved.”

Those passing through the
health station hod to show they
were mentally competent as well
s physically strang. Among the
areas that needed to be checked:
arthritis, mental

Interview: illness, whoopi
Falcon i nl.’bln, whooping
Island cough, German

mensles nnd yel-
L‘ustalps low fever.
official Other stations

Sara Van- included those to
Buren make appeals,

(left) asks sign loyalty oaths

questions and gain clear-

toan ance into the
unidenti- “country.”

1 Kansman

“immi- admitted  that

grant.”

immigrating
through Falcon

laland could in no
way fully duplicate Ellis Island.

Anyone have diphtheria? The
to get into Falcon Island. Here, the health offic

health station was a key hurdle for immigrants trying

ial, portrayed by student Jesse

Nor-

ton (far right), queries sophomores Vanessa Wellner (left), Caron Burns and Amy

Ludy.

But it could st least help young
people have a better understand-
ing and appreciation of that
time,

“If you did extensi
you'd get more of a fe
prople went throu;
said. “1lere, th
of the feel, but it’s in no way the
(snme feel of leaving their home
existence behind and wondering
if you were going to be accepted
into this country. That had te be
an unbelievable sacrifice for peo-
ple.” )

Lossia-Acho developed the
immigration simulation lesson
about three years ngo.

“It's « hands-on experie
that 1 feel is more beneficial
than simply showing them a
movie or reading something out
of n book,” she explained. “To
Twsve them experience o fraction
of what was experienced in Ellis
1sland, we feel, is n better way”
to teach the subject.

Concurring was senior Sarah

research
far what

Golng through customs: Dressed up in early 1900s

attire, Farmington High School sophomores Mark
d Joe Archambeau get into

son (left), Paul Hofman an

Wil-

their roles as immigrants at fictitious Falcon Island.

Dickey, o student aide in Lossia.
Acho's class who went through
the immigration simulation in
1996-97.

It just makes you realize,”
said Dickey, also performing the
role of customs official. *it’s bet-

ter than reading about it in a
book.”

Shane Csokas, o junior who
portrayed o Polish immigrant,
called the class “pretty interest-
ing. 1 learmed quite a bit.”
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shop. All it took was a telephone
call. Raczkowski emphasized
that he wouldn't change that
approach if he is re-clected to
senior status and becomes House
foor leader.

Committee service

financial conservative, he
described it as being “concerned
about traditiona) values ... the
environment, the cconomy,”
Raczkowski said. “But at the
same time, he's compassionate to
human needs, and listens, and
finds a way of solving problems.”
If R b

The freshmaon rep ive
also didn't shy away from com-
mittee work during his first two
yeara. He contributed to four of
them: public utilities, public
health, lnbor and occupationnl
safety, urban and economic
development.

But, Raczkowski noted, if his
goal of becoming floor leader is
renlized, he'd only seek out one
committee for the next term -~
the oversight and cthies commit-
tee.

Raczkowski actually thinks
the additional responsibility of
being floor leader would be a
boon for Farmington and Farm-
ingten Hills,

“The floor lcader is the No. 2
man in the House," he said. “And
that position brings a tremen-
dous amount of leadership and
potential for us to get our fair
share back ... It's time for us to
take back the reins of leader-
ship. We're the No. 1 donor coun-
ty and Farmington Hills is the
geventh-largest city in Michigan
and what are we getting back for
it?”

His penchant for honorable,
hard work is something he cred-
ita his Polish roots, parents Bog-
dan and Sonia Raczkowski for,
not to mention his military back-
ground.

Meanwhile, as for ealling him-
gelf a “bleeding heart canservo-
tive,” rather than a social or

Appliance Doctor ma

Radio talk show personality Joseph Gngnon, the
Doctor, will speak at the first-ever
Avoiding Senior Scama Seminar 10 a.m. te noon
19, at the Costick Activitien Center

Appliance

Monday, Oct. 19,
in Farmington Hilla,
State Rep. Andrew

Raczkawski is sponsoring the
free seminar. Along with remarks by the 37th Dis-

i is re-clected,
there are enough problems in
the district and entire state to
keep busy trying to solve.

Among them is the crumbling
of roads. Raczkowski isn't 80
sure that dropping truck weight
limits from 164,000 (the nation’s
highest) to the standard 80,000
pounds would be the answer.

*If you have one truck earrying
100,000 pounds, that would do
the same amount of damnge as
two trucks ecarrying 50,000
pounds,” he said. “We're an
industrialized state and our traf-
fic is 8o congested that it’s hard
to aay if lowering the truck
weighta would do it. What would
do it is building stronger ronds.”

Road repair ideas

That could be accomplished by
following the lend of other states
(New York, Ohio, lowa) and use
crushed fly ash, which forms a
stronger bond when mixed with
concrete. Despite more of o
front-cnd investment, perhaps
20 to 40 percent more,
Raczkowski emphasized that
cost for maintenance and upkeep
“drops tremendonsly below lev-
els.”

1t also would be casier for a
second-term representative to
help change the road funding
split, which is now 39.1 percent
for state and counties, each, and
21.8 percent for municipnlities.

Gognon

Raczkowski also sees room for
improvement in public schools,
something that could came about
if the number of districts are
reduced from 512 to 400, thus
cutting into top-heavy bureau-
cracy and directing those dollars
toward the classroom.

in Farmington and Farming-
ton Hills nlone, he listed three
school districts, Farmington,
Walled Lake and Clarenceville,
which is only 2.2 square miles.

Maintaining an open form of
government is strongly support-
ed by the incumbent. Penaltics
for public officials who violnte
the Michigan Open Meetings Act
should be taken “to the roof,” as
high as $10,000, with govern-
mental bodies forced to disclose
whao and how much is paid vut in
lawsnit settlements, except for
cases invelving individual medi-
cal files or juveniles.

“Qutside of that, there should
be no excuse for closed govern-
ment. That’s why we have a 100
percent voting record (in favor
ofy every FOIA bill that's come in
front of the House of Represen-
tatives.”

Abortion is yet another topic
on which Raczkowski takes an
unyielding position.

He'd favor a proposal te pro-
hibit abortions a8 a health bene-
fit for public employees nnd
oppose the proposed repealing of
o state ban on Mediceid-pnid
abortions.

“Mine's not a religious view,
it's n constitutional view,"
Raczkowski said. “Until someane
can prove scientifically where
life begins, we must give it the
henefit of the doubt, that life
begins at coneeption.”

kes call on Monday

“Call for Action” on WXYZ-TV Channel 7.

gives advice on home applinnces during
his weekly enll-in show on WJR-Radio. He is a con-
sumer ndvocate who suceessfully lobbied the state

to outlaw plastic and vinyl-covered clothes deyer

trict inwmaker, a representative from the state
P :

Attorney General's C

will discuss possible recourse against scam artists
and protections under Michigan law. Also sched-

Division

ulod to speak will be Evelyn Stern, day captain for

vents, Over the yenrs, Gagnon le
honest tricks of some in the scl
try. He is still fighting for legislation to protect

ned of the dis-
¢ repair indus.

©
Those interested in attending moy call Andrew
Raczkowki’a office at 1-800-864-2108.
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Bob Rlehl
Inventory Before Tho Snow
Flies. Bring Me Any Qffer.
Let's Move Them Out, NOW!

Rotail 101,235

1999
25' ALLEGRO

Rotail $56.013

GO FOR:
TRADE:INS.

Says: Reduce

« Over 30 '98s to go at closc-out prices

» Over 70 brand new '93s at introductory prices
Great low Interest ratesflowest rates In 30 years

+ Previousty owned RVs

* SOUTHWIND

SALE
‘83,995
Stoch# 96035
MOTORROME

o Clder .
+ Coffec

Magic show Frl 6-7 pm
« Face Painting & Balloon Sculpting with
FldgetT. Clown Fri 5-6 pm, 7-8 pm and Sat 2-4 pm

+Chips

CHANGE T Wik

«Home TV Satellite Dish with
Receiver and Installation
+5 Kodak Cameras

Sy

G4
+ Donuts
»Balloons

FR

Apples Pop
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