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PCINTS OF VIEW

Justin Kuxhaus

Observer readers speak out at election roundtable

The following arca residents
° participated in the Observer
N Election Round
- on Sept. 23 and 24. The Sept. 23
discussion, moderated by editors
Joanne Malissewski and Tedd
Schneider focused on the Michi-
gan gubernatorial race. Thurs-
day’s discussion centered on the
- statewide ballot proposals. It was
moderated by editors Dave Varga
and Leonard Poger. Featurcd
today is the gubernatorial discus-
.sion. On Thursday, the the ballot
.issues will be discussed.
I Readers from throughout the
.. Observer circulation arca were
< given an opportunity to join the
. pancl and cxpress their opinions.

> GERA GUNNUZZI, 32, is a stay-
at-home mom who holds o
bachelor’s of science degree in
psychology and public admin-
istration. Her community
involvement is Right-to-Life

Khalll §, Kandah

A

Cynthia AW. Stickley

o)

U

and schools. Her election
issues are assisted suicide,
abortion and education.

» KHAUL 8. KANDAH, 33, has two
years of college and has com-
pleted an apprenticeship. He
is employed as an electrician
at Chrysler Corp. Heis o
UAW member. Ho never miss-
es an clection. Ho is tho father
of two children, His issues are
public edueation, workers
rights, taxes and roads in that
order. He lives in Canton
Township.

> PROPOSAL B:
Livonia man delivers
plea of support

BY MARIE CHESTNEY
STAFF WRITER
* mechestney@oc.homecamm.net

Calling it the “ultimate govern-
ment intrusion into a person's
" personal life,” members of the
* Observer Newspapers® election
* roundtable overwhelmingly reject-
" ed the idea of legalizing physician-
asaisted suicide in Michigan.
Only two supported Proposal B,
. Alfred Phillips of Livenia and
* Khalil Kandah of Canton.
~ Phillips couldn't dispute the fact
_that, once passed, physician-
- assisted auicide brings govern-
. ment right into the life of the ter-
minolly ill.

If confirmed terminelly ill by a
hiatrist and two physici
fichigan residents could get a
‘lethal dose of medication to end

their lives.

Doctors would report the death
+to o gubernatorially appointed
‘oversight committee that is
‘exempt from the Open Mectings
‘Act and the Frcedom of Informa-
tion Act.

“But if we don’t have a law like
+'this, families can be prosccuted if
L.they help (end a life),” said

Phillips, who hos had two open
. heart surgerics, angioplasty,
troke, heart attack and artery
urgery, and who admitied he hos
thought about suicide.”

While Kandah said he does nat

ack phycician-assisted suicide,

¢ does seo a benefit to haviog the

concept written into law, It would

nd the Kevorkian “circus,” he

aid, referring to Jock Kevorkian,
i of physiei

bassssasas

allow me to do this,” he said. “But
this would bring order into the
process. This law would prevent
people outside Michigan coming
here, I could change my mind if I
discovered a loophole that would
allow people around the country
to flock to Michigan to get killed.
If people vate no on this, then
we'll just end up having what wo
have now.”

Gov. John Engler recently
signed a bill making assisting a
suicide a fclony, punishable by
five years in prison and a fine of
up to $10,000 for those who assist
and those who have knowledge of
a planned assisted suicide.

The new law docsn't apply to
withholding er withdrawing medi-
cal treatment.

If passcd, Proposel B would
overturn the new felony law and
replace it with one providing
guidelines for assisted suicide, or
Proposal B. The actual 12,000-
word law has been reduced to the
necegsary 100 words on the Nov. 3
ballot.

The panelists’ debate an Propos-
al B lasted the longest and drew
the most heated, opini: d, and

Annaleo Morrison

> TIMOTHY J. KiNg, 47, holds a
master’s degree in rehab coun-
seling. He has four children
who attend Redford Union
Schools. A Redford Township
resident, he deseribes himself
as a “soccer dad.” His issues
are cumpaign finance reform,
support of public education,
land use (urban gprawl, envi-
ronment, health care, insur-
ance regulation, privatization
or government services and
mental health policy - in that
order. Ho works as a i

Alfred H. Phililps

the class involves a trip to
Washington, D.C. Close-Up is
2 required course at Plymouth
Canton High school, He was
interested in the election
roundtable because he wants
to bo an active citizen when he
is 18 and can vote. He lives in
Canton Township.

> ANNALEE 38,

Timothy J. King Val Wolf

includes Brown University
Engincering Association. He iy
president of the Mended
Hearts (support group). He
also is active in a food distri-
bution group. His issues are
physician-nssisted suicide,
school system improvements
(particularly Detroit), clection
of environmentally-conscious

lives in Farmington. Sheis
part-time secretary and home-
maker. She has & bachelor's
degree from Northwood

al rehab consultant in the pri-
vate sector, .

> Jusnd Kuxaus, 16, ia a Close-
Up student at Plymouth
Canton High Schoal. Close-Up
is a sophomore level class
* designed to teach about local,
state and national govern-

U y. Her
involvement includes Cub
Scouts nnd the community
building of a playground.

» ALfRed H. PHILLIPS, 64, is
retired from GM. He lives in
Livonia, He holds'a bachelor's
of acience degree in mechani-
cal unginccrin'g and n master's

ment and to prepare’

for active citizenship, Part of

keep me from killing myself. I
should be able to call upon some-
one to help me without tliem wor-
rying about being prosceuted.”
But Phillips’ piea to legalize
physician-assisted auicide was
drowned out by all the complica-

heartfelt comments,

Adding to the drama, Phillips
recounted his poor medical condi-
tion and told how much he wanted
to have the aption of physician-
assisted suicide if hie health dete-
riorated to the point he had just
six months to live,

I don't think any of us has over
folt like I hava about this issue,”
Phillips said. “You don’t under-

stand now I feel. I can't think of

the chief p

an 1 right more precious

nasisted suicide,
*“My religious beliefs would not

than what I want to do with my
body. Nobody has the right to

tions panclists feared Proposnl B
would bring.

Val Wolf of Wayne fenrs o law
where people would get killed and
records of the death would be
inaccessible,

She also believes that a brief
psychiatrist exam ia ingl

* " Cynthia Stickley of Farmington
Hills fears a “slippery slope,”
where rules on the “right to die”
wauld give way to “an obligation
to die.”

Sho fears Proposal B will open
up a “Pandora’s box” eventually

in ation.
His professional affilintions

leading to euthanasia, where only
the “fit and healthy” are atlowed
to live.

“Imogine the pressure (medical
insurance groups) would put on
individunls to go the cheap raute,”
Stickley said. “It's a slippery
slope, once you take away the idea
that all human life has value.”

To buttress her point, she
recounted how abortion has gone
from first-trimester abortion to
gix-month abortions to partial-
birth abortion in some states.

She also fears that persons told
they have just six months to live
won't get the chance to live long
enough to prove the doctor wrong.

Jim Rhoades of Garden City
fears Proposal B will bring more
bureaucracy, more court cases,
and more legal challenges.

lidntes, clection of those
opposed to privatizing Social
Security.

» Jim RHOADES of Garden City
hos an associnte's degree in
architecture. He ia sclf-
employed in Remco
Remodeling and Design. He is
a member of the National
R delers Associntion. He is

Glannuzai

3
Gena

Farmington Hills is a chemist
at EFTEC North America
LLC. She holds a bachelor's of
science degree in chemistry
from the University of
Michignn and n master's in
seience from the University of
Dotroit. Her professional affil-
iation is the American
Chemical Society. Her com-
munity involvement is the
Salvation Army. She lives in
Farmington Hills, Her No. 1
issuc is physician-assisted sui-
cide,

» VAL WolF, 51, of Wayne works
as an office manager. Her
community involvement

48 and his issues arc educa-
tion (teacher accountability),
crimo reduction, tax reduction
and government reduction.

> CYNTHIA AW, SticKeey, 35, of

ludes the Wayne Cable
Commissien and Civitans (a
gervice group). Her issucs are
. health care, Social Security,
crime and honesty. She
attended college for two yenars.

Ce y
volees: Dis-
cussing issues
at the Observer
Election
Roundtable on
Sept, 23 were
{clochwise,
from far left)
Gina

Gianuzzi, Val
Wolf, Timothy
King, reporter
Tony Bruscato,
Jim Rhoades,
Cynthia Stich-
ley, Justin
Kuxhaus,
Annalee Mar-
lette Morrison,
Khalil Kandah
and editors
Tedd Schnei-
der and
Joanne Mal-
iszewski.
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“This will do the same thing as
the alcohol Iaws,” Rhoades said.
“Drinking and driving laws have
ereated mare revenue for lawyers.
This 'will tic up the courts. It will
create a monster.”

Justin Kuxhaus of Canton fears
a world where physicians who are
sworn to save lives can now end
them.

Timothy King of Redford took
those fcars one step further — he
sees & world where doctors
become ambulance chasers,

“T don't trust that the system
will be that pure,” King snid. “1
sce some real potential for abuse.
I don't think that, as a society, we
arc mature cnough to regulate
this.”

Inatead of cne Jack Kevorkian,
Gena Ginnnuzzi of Westlnnd fears

> PROPOCSAL ©

* Clean water,

cleanparks fWQﬁh<going into debt’

nated sites.

a Michigan where “many little
Kervorkinns” operate throughout
the state.

After voicing their fears, pan-
elists listened to Phillips’ final
worda: “You voted yes on the envi-
ronmental bill, but that bill could
be misused. No hill is perfect.

“This would make it easier for

- me, if I don't want to live any-

more.”

Despite his oppesition to Pro-
posal B, Rhoades voiced the
dilemmn Michigan voters face as
they debate the pros and cona of
legalizing physician-assisted sui-
cide.

“That's what's missing here: We
can't imagine the pain these peo-
ple are in to drive them to want to
end their life. It's incomprehensi-
ble to us.”

> PROPOSAL A:
Confusion clouds
word change

"B thoy liked the idea of more of -

. bail corporations out of cleaning up
contaminated sites, they said.
But, on balance, the Observer

going into debt to return somo
“clean water, clean parks
communities” to Michigan.

. Looking back, thoy remembered

election roundtable liked the idoa'of
and clml:n' i
the envirorunental turnabout that ..

came from the $660 million bond . .~
;!nsvgg Michigan voters approved in .
:1888, .7 .

The shoer magnituds of the band
{asu0 — $675 milliun - is what gave
Jim Rhondes of Garden City thojit-

protect tho environment, not to

Change the word handicapped

Does thia let the corporntions ofl
tho hook? asked Alfred Phillips of
Livonia, He added: *1 beliove corpo-
rationa have to bo pulled and
dragged to do anything about tho

environment.” X :

Proposal A’s gon! is simple:
disnbled in the Michigan Constitution, The Americans
with Disabilitics Aet uaca the word disabled, not handi-
capped. So do many state lawa,
Yet five membera of the Observer focus group rejected the
change,
. Jim Rhondes of Garden City called it a “feel good” piece of

. "Evén'so, latl

passed in 1895 by the Michigan
1 o}

BY MARIE CHESTNRY
BTAFY WRITER the samo: 3336 million spent on bujld sports arenas, ’
m.net b fiold redevel t and envi- Bocanas Michigan s a tourist

Of the three ballot pr 15, Pro- ! el $00 millfon’ . .| mecen, and the state troasury -
posal C, or tha Clean Michigan Ini-. | spent on improving water quality; - | depends on money spent by
tintive, ia the only one unanimously | $50 million spont an pollution con- - -| tourists, the stata should swork hard
Jbacked by our election roundtable,” | trol grants; 450 million on local, to keap both Michigan and its lakes
. There's some things In tho pro- . | parks and recreation; $50 million: cléan, said Khalil Kandah of Can-
pasal wo have to worry nbout,” gaid | on stato park revitalization; $50.-. | ton. i T
Val Wolf of Wayne. L million on waterfront revitalization; .| . “His support of tho ballot prop

Worrisome dotails intlude o’ $25 million on cleanup of contasii | came with ona caveat: All the work
smaller-than-wished-for amount of | nated sediments; $20 million on pol- | done toclean up tholandsond -
money spent to improve state lution prevention; and $6 million on | waters of Michigan should be dono
parks, and too much monoy spent to lend hazard control by Michigan companies, witiy Michi-

workers. "

€' The bk of the band issite ~ 8335,

Yaillion < will bo spent on brown-

na Giannuzel

of W
plunsed the mondy will b epent t. -

tars, “We're flonting o really big field redévelopment. This s the ..
bond. If the econbmy turns down, . isave that generated most of the -,
who will pay for {t7", s talk at the focia group tablo, ..

- Monsy for repaymant of th fields are & stato-airth
,bonda will come fromh the siaty’

‘oneral fund, This Is apelled out

the ballot question. ...

ndtio ta

to clean up and redovelop contaml: -

can mak
land usable once agoin, tho group

. And that benefita both city
dwellers na well ns folka living out
in the country.

I want o gee Detroit redevel-
oped; 1live close to it, in Redford,”
snid Timothy King. |

Cynthia Stickloy of Farmington
Hills recalled her fathor talking

& abnutiw(mminaiuthq}}o\ggo .

River, 70 oL .
" *Thon it got to bo o health haz-
ard, Wo've done a lot to clean up

ways to go.”

*} 1he environment. W still have a

Aifred Phillips of Livonin, who has a handicapped sticker
on his license plate, snid the proposal {a a way to “make
things palitically correct.” .

“The word handicapped has never bothered me,” Phillips
said. *“It's not a big deal. Why wasta our time on this?"

Fhalil Kandah of Canton didn't like the idea of changing *
the constitutian “withaut input or understanding” of what is
being done. «

. Toking a more philosophicat view, Val Wolf of Wayne said
it didn't make much difference which word is used as long as
“they get what they deserve.”

Proposal A was placed on the ballot by the Michigan Legis-
lature, It will amend Article VIII, Section 8 of the Michigan
Conatitution.

The change creates no financinl fallout. It is on the ballot
toa make the laws of the State of Michignn conform with “cur-
rent conventions and with federal laws, such as tho Ameri-
cona Wi!g Dinnlblll_illcn Act,” according to the Citizens'
h Council of Michij : .




