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Ceremonles: Church and civic leaders, including Bloomfield Hills Mayor Ben%umw
Hufﬁz.(second from right) initiate the groundbreaking for the new Mormon Temple
following the groundbreaking ceremony on Oct. 10.

Ground broken for state’s
1st Latter-day Saint temple

The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-dny Saints recently broke
ground for a new temple, to be
located in Bloomfield Hills next
to the current meetinghouse, 425
North Woodward, north of 16
Mile Rond. When the temple

@ ‘This is something
that the members of
the church here In
Michigan have wanted
for many years.’

opens, it will be the, first in Thomas Bithell
Michigan. X wpresident, Bloomfield Hills
Thomau Bithell, president of stake

the Bloomfield Hills stake, which
is n regional unit comprised of
seversl congregations, said that
in addition ta Bloomfield Hills,
stakes in Ann Arbor, Westland
and Grond Blanc will use the
temple, It will also serve the
Michigan Detroit Mission,

Latter-day Saint temples are
considered the most sacred
buildings in the Church, Bithell
snid. They are distinet from the
local meetinghouses where Sun-
day worship services are con-
ducted,

“Temples are very special,”
snid Bithell, noting there are

only some 50 in the world. “The
closest are in Toronto and Chica-
go. This is something that the
members of the church here in
Michigan have wanted for many
years,”

The temple is among more
than 30 that the church's top
governing  body recently
announced will be immediately
built, to accommedate the needs
of the growing church member-

ship in arcas far from existing
temples. That will bring the total
number of temples to 100 by the
turn of the century.

In temples, membera

pate in religi

partici-
ics that

New temple: This is an illustration of what the new temple in Bloomfield Hills will
look like. All temples throughout the world are constructed of the finest materials

and craftsmanship available, according to literature of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, also called the Mormon Church.
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rench beyond mortality, such as
baptisms on behalf of deceased
ancestors and cternal marriage.

Performing such temple ardi-
nonces receives strong emphasis
in the Church. Members are
taught that they have a religious
obligntion to trace their own
genentogies and perform temple
ordinances for their ancestors.

The Bleomfield Hills stake has
an extensive gencalogy library
that is open to the public.

Bithell said it's d that
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the temple, which will have
some 10,000 square feet of floor
space, will be complete in a year.
A public open house will be
scheduled before the temple is
dedicnted for its intended use.
After that, only worthy mem-
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