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Harrison-Glenn game tops list in Week 8

. BY DAN O'MEARA
STAFF WRITER
dameara@oe homecomm.net

1t’s crunch time for the arca's
leading high school football
teams, and there will be plenty
of crunching hits Saturday at
Buller Field in Farmington Hills.

That's when and where West-
1and John Glenn and Farming-
ton Harrison will resume their
gridiron rivalry in the 1998
Western Lakes Activities Associ-
ation championship game.

It will mark the seventh time
they've met under such circum-
stances, Harrison holds a 4-2
lead in the championship series.

The defending champion
Hawks are playing in their 16th
WLAA final and have won 12
titlen. 1t's the ninth appearance
for the Rockets, who lmvt, won
three times,

: Both teams are 7-0. Harrisory
is No. 1 in Clnss A, Glenn No. 6
in Class AA.

* In other key games, Redford
Union is at Melvindale, and
Catholic Central plays host to
Detroit-Jesuit. RU and CC hope
to finish undefeated in their divi-
sions.

Cn the prediction scoreboard,
it's o tic ballgame with two
weeks remaining.

Yours truly was on vacation in

more ways than one last week.
O'Meara missed big time on
three Saturday games and saw a
two-gnme lead disappear. Pooft

Brad Emons was 11-3 last
week, O'Meara 9-5. Heading into
the home streteh, both are 76-26
overall.

FRIDAY GAMES
{all timos 7:30 p.tn. unfess notod)

Rodferd Unlon ut Melvindale, 7 p.m.:
The Megn Conference-Blue Division
champlonship Is ot stoke, Redford Unlon
(7:0, 50) ciinched o share of the title
fast week when it routed River Rouge. A
win wlll aimost guaranien the Panthers
o berth In neat month’s Class A ployolfs.
since their ninth gome 1s against ono-
win Toylor Kennedy, Melvindale Is a fit-
ting opponent for the Last division game
since the Cerdinals (52, 4-1) can force
a co-champlonshlp by boating RU.
Melvindale is coming off a 22:9 win over
Crestwood. PICKS: The Ponthers claw
their woy to victory.

Wayne st Monroa: Wayne will try to
play spoiler In Its last two gomes. The
Zebras {4-3, 3-3) stumbled Jast week
ogalnst Wyandotte, losing 3421, and
wete eliminated from ployo!f contention.
They finish the season against two
teams with post-season asplrotions —
Monroe (6-1, 51} and undefeated West-
fond fotn Glenn. Tho Trojans cdged
Delicvilte in a Mego-Red Division gamo
last weok, 26-20, PICHS: The Trojans
avold the upset.

Qarden City at Alten Park: The

s —————
GRID PICKS

Cougars {2-5, 1-5) tinish Maga-White
Civizlen play agoinst o fermidabie Allen
Park dallclub (6-1, 4-1). The Observer
mode Garden City the favorite agnlost
Taylor Xennedy last week but ended up
on the short end of the score. Allen Park
posted a 21-0 shutout win over Taylor
Truman. PICKS: The Joguars remain In
the Class A playoff picture.

Thurston at Ypsiiantl: If tho Engles (5
2, 3.2} got somo help from Redford
Unlon, Thurston can farce a three-way
tle for second placa (n the Mego-Blue
between Thurston, Melvindale and Ypsi-
Janti (4-3, 4-1). The Engles’ara .500 in
their tast four games since starting tho
sepson 3-0. The Braves have won thelr
tost three, winning 13-9 over Wood-
havon o week ogo. PICKS: Ypsl in o
close one,

Lutheran N'west at Clarencavlite: The
host Trojans (52, 4-2) just missed tak-
ing 8 big vietory Saturday when hey lost
by a palnt at undefented Macomb
tutheran North, the Metre Conference
lender, 2827, The Trojons went for the
win but falied to make good on the two-
point converslon with four minutes left.
Lutheran Northwest (3-4, 2-4) is doing
much botter than usual but was o 308
loser to Grosse Pointo Liggett. PICKS:
The Crusoders are still no match for
Clarenceville,

Ply. Salam at W.L. Weatora: The
Rocks (4-3, 3-2) finished second In the
WLAA takes Division by vinue of their
41-0 victory over Farmington and carned

the 1ight to face stote-ranked Wollod
Loke Western. The Watriots hed o claso
calf fast week but manoged ta hald off
Northwillo fof & 26-21 win, Either Safem
witt ptay the role of spoiler, or Westetn
(61, 4-1) will get added bonus points in
its ottompt to moke tho AA playofis.
PICKS: Dave Jobnson lesds the Warrlors
10 anather win.

Farmington at Northvllle: The Falcons
(34, 32) hod been playing 50 wel! the
last month but had a big lotdown Satur-
doy egainst Plymouth Salem. Farming-
1on can still have a winalng scoson
under first-ycar coach John Bechtel but
has 10 regroup quickly, Northvilie (3-4,
2-3) appears to be dack on track os evk
denced by its closy game Walled Lake
Westetn, PICKS: Cholk up a win for the
Mustangs, but Emons Hkes the Falcons
1o rebound.

‘w.L. Contral at Liv. Churchili: The
Chargets (25, 2-3) took their lumps in
Jossus to Walled Loke Wastern and
Farmingtan Harrison the last two
weeks, but the prospects for a Churehill
victory have retumned. The Chargors will
have to play well, but they can beat
Walled Lake Central (2-5, 2:3) if they
do, PICKS: The Vikings steal a win on
the road.

Llv. Stovenson at Ply, Conton: The
Spartans {3-4, 2:3) recovered from their
seven-turnover debacle and toss to
Farmington to post a solld, 297 win
over Walted Lako Central. Stevenson
hopes (o finisk with a three-game win
ning streak 0nd a winning record. The
Chiefs (2.5, 2:3) hove won two of their
last threo ofter solting aver wintess Live-

nia Feonkiln, 35-0, PICKS: Years ofter bo
tan for office. votes are still coming in
far Adiol,

N. Farmington at Liv. Franktin: it's the
battle of last-place teams In tho WIAA
divisionnt crossover games. There will
bo good aews for one teom this weck.
One is guerantecd to win on the score:
board. The Raiders {1-6, 0-5) have a for-
feit victory over Orchard Loke St Mary's.
10 their credit, It was a rough go for
both teams Jost week a3 North fost 10
Westland Glenn, 557, and Franklin (0-7,
0-5) lost to Canton, 350, PICKS: It
looks like @ tossup, but we have 10
make n pick. The Patriots prevall,

SATURDAY GAMES
(ol times L p.m. unjoss noted}

John Glonn at Farmingten Harrisen:
Fot Observerland cldtimers, which
includes wiiters 0'Meara and Emons, o3
well as coaches Gordon and Herington,
It's just like, well, old times this week.
Hornson and Glenn have mel to decide
the WLAA chomplonship six times —
the last in 1993 when Harrison won In
double overtime ot Glenn, 7-6. The
Howks have won the last four champl-
onshlp meetings; the Rockets won the
first two In 1985 and '87. The (ast time
thesc tcams pioyed was the second
week of the 1994 season, Harrison won
that meeting, 100, 28-10, PICKS: No. 13
is 2 lucky number for the Hawks.

51, Agathn va, St. Alphonsus st Diba,
Fordson; The Aggics (5-2, 4-1) return to
Catholic League action and need a vic-
tory 1o keep pace with Cardinal Mooncey.

cham@ionshﬁﬂ from page CI

Heights Stevenson) in the former
and Jomie Mazurek (Maple City-
Glen Lake) in the latter, Steele
finished with 2,389 yards,
Mazurek with 30 receiving
touchdowns.

Bryant also has 114 carcer
catches, placing him fourth on
the all-time list behind Steele,
who had 158.

Hoad, the tight end, has 13
receptions for 289 yards and
three 'l‘Ds, Davis nine for 170.
Davis is ene of five players with
-one TD catch.

Harrison quarterback Dave
‘Pesci has completed 61 percent
of his passes (63-0f-103) for 1,217
yards and 17 touchdowns. He's
second only to Mill Coleman (20}
.on the all-time Harrison list for

. :regular-season TD tosses,

“Other years you had to deal

thh a Granger at tailback or

Mill Colemnn at quarterback,”
Gordon said. “I think this team
may be more explosive than
those teams, simply because they
have more wenpens they spread
alt over the field.”

The Hawks have still rushed
for more yards (1,362 as opposed
to 1,342 passing). Matt Recd has
402 ynrdn, Kevin Woods 320 nnd
Blake Ashley 262. Each has
scored four TDs. Matt Turney,
the backup to Ashley at fullback,
has carried just 14 times but hos
scored five TDa.

“I think most of the recognition
has gone to their passing game,
but it’s still a Harrison team and
they still can run it,” Gordon
said.

Herrington said the ‘98 Howks
are comparable to the '88 team
that averaged 41.3 points
through 13 games and won the

Class B state championship.

“We have been pretty much a
big-play offense, and we have
some big-play players in Ricky,
Andre nnd Hond,” he said. “(The
'88 team) was pretty much the
game thing -~ a' good pussing
offenge with geod receivers like
we have now.

“Pesci is outstanding at quar-
terback. He has great feet and is
very intelligent. He throws to the
nght people and is very accu-
rate!

The Rockets have some big-
play players of their own, Tail-
back Reggic Spearmon has
rushed for 1,260 yards and 20
touchdowns on 180 carries, and
wide receiver Eric Jones has
caught 22 passes for 496 yards,
which includes some rushing
yardage, ‘and scored five touch-
downs. Quarterback Nick Hud-
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1. HOCKEY LOVERS PACKAGES
|- Catch 4 Actton Packed Red Wings Games

PACKAGE H
Feb. 3 vs. NY Islanders

Feb. 19 ve. New Jersey
Mar. 28 vs. Philadelphia
Apr. B vs, Anaheim
PLUS - 7 DAYS OF COLLEGE HOCKEY
Dec. 26 & 27 ¢ 34th Annual Great Lakes Invitational
Feb. 6 ¢ Michigan Gtate ve. Lake Superior State
Feb, 20 » Michigan ve. Michigan Stats

Mar. 19 & 20 ¢ CCHA Champlonship
Apr. 10 ¢ North American College Hockey Champlonship
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son hag completed 60 percent of
his pass attempts.

“Obviously, we have to stop
Reggie Spearmon; he's the best
back in our league,” Herrington
snid. “We have to stop him and
not et them control the foothall,

“Wien they need a big pley,
they can go to Eric Joncs. We
have to make sure we know
where he is all the time and
mnke sure he's covered.”

As all conches hope their
teams will, the Roclets have
managed to win all their games
while improving from the atart of
the season, according to Gordon.

“We think we started slow,”
he said. “We didn't play as well
as we would have liked cnr]y,

* but the last month I think we've

gotten better. But we're smart
enough to know we haven't
played anyone of Harrison's eal-
iber either,

“I just think, nL some positions,
we were mnlly quite young, and
some of the guys have really
stepped up their play.”

Defensively, Glenn is led by
linebackers Jake Tharp (6-2,
225) and Bobby Hagelthorn (6-1.
196), free anfety John Pettit,
noscguard Rob Fant (5-10, 200)
and end Teon Price (6-1, 210).

“I think we're very compara-
ble,” Herrington said. “We're
about the last two teams in the
league to run I (formation). Most
teams have gone to the wing-T.
On defense, we're a little differ-
ent than they are, but both are
kinda rooted in the 62 defense.

“I think their defense is very
quick. The noseguard is a 200-
pounder who can move, and they
have excellent linebackers. Jake
Tharp is one of the best in the
league; Bobby Hngnlthorn is
their captain and is very active.”

“They pretty much look like all
the Glenn teams, because they
have o great coaching staff thm.
puts people in the right posi-
tions. Like us, they do pretty

much the same thmg:. they did
back in '93 and '9

Hoad (6-1, 208), an inside
lincbacker, is Harrison’s leading
tackler with 69. Others with 30-
plus stops are end Zach Burton
(64, 200), cnd Brett Foster (6-1,
220}, lincbacker Steve erlmrc
5-11, 225), noseguard Bryan
McGhee (6-1,-278) and tackle
Matt Turney (6-2, 220).

SCORE LINE

FARMINGTON HARRISON
Harrison 48, Oxford O
Harrison 47, Farmington O
Harrison 35, Norttwille O
Harsison 41, Livonla Franklin &
Harrison 35, W.L. Western 13
Harrison 49, Plymouth Canton O
Rarrlson 54, Livonia Churchil! 10
Harrison 309, oppononts 29

WESTLAND JOHN GLERN
Glenn 24, Detrolt Cooley 6
Glenn 33, Plymouth Canton 7
Glenn 20, W.L. Central 0
Glenn 14, Farmington 7
Glenn 25, Livonia Stevenson 6
Glenn 28, Plymouth Salem 19
Glenn 55, North Farmington 7
Glenn 199, opponents 52

WLAA CHAMPIONSHIPS
1982: Harrlson 14, Plymouth Stem 7
1983: Harrison 30, W.L. Central O
1984: Horrison 31, Formington 3
1985: John Glenn 28, Harrison 7
1986: Harrison 34, N. Farmington 7
1987: John Glenn 14, Honlson &
1988: Harrisan 45, Joho Glenn 7
1983: Hanikzon 23, feha Glenn 15
2990: Harrison 29, John Glenn O
1991: Harlson 20, N, Farmington 14
1992: W.L. Western 10, John Glean 7
1993; Harrison 7, John Glenn 6, 20T
1954: Harrlson 21, Liv, Stevenson 20
1995 Harrison 31. Liv. Stevenson 18
2998: John Glznn 24, WL Western O
1997: Harrison 27, W.L. Centeat 6

INCLUDES:
i

Fri., Oct. 23, 7:30PM
. Houstan Aeros

courtesy of Fowerade/Surge,

Sat.. Oct. 24, 7:30PM

. MWM Skate with (be Ypers.

1 TICKET*
1 T-SHIRT.

*4 TICKIT MINIMUM

N Great tor Family
. & Group Oulingst -

« Schodule Poster Clveavay o Flist 10,000 fans

vs. Long Beach Ice Dog
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+ | HOT DOG
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CALL NOW! (248) 377 Oll'lﬂ
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The two oro tied for first placa In the D-
Section. Tho Aggies wete reeling after o
37-0, non-leaguo loss to Ctass BB Cran-
brask, but the Arfows ore moro theit
speed. St.Alphonsus (5-2, 3-2) was
shetlacked Saturdoy by Moonay, 46-7.
PICKS: The Aggles rebound with o victo-

.

Luthoran Wostland at G.P. Liggett, 2
pam.: Tho Warrlors (07, O-G} wlil 1ey
agoln for thelr first win ogainst Metro
Conterence oppanent Grosse Pointe Uni-
versity Liggett (4-3, 33}, In gomes tast
weck, Lutheron Westiond Jost 10 Hom-
tramck, 58:26; Lutheran Northwest
defoated Liggett, 30-8. PICKS: The
Knlghts keeg the Warriors winiess.

Redford CC va, UD lesult, 7 p.m. ot
RU’s Kroft Fleld: The Shamrocks (G0, 3-
0) cor lock up the Cotholic League
west chompionshlp with a victory over
he Cubs (34, 1-2). Topronked CC clob-
bered DelaSalle in a first-division
crossover game Soturday. U-D Jesult,
which lost 24.21 to Divine Child. hag
playee some close games with some
good teoms this year, but CC is in &
feague of its own. PICKS: CC can gas up
the bus fof 5 1np ta the Sitverdome next
week,

Bishop Borgoss va. A.P. Cabrinl, 7
p.m. at Bawnrlver Community Centes:
Borgess (4-3, 3-1) Is having 8 £ood year
and can clinch second place In the
Cattalic League Tri-Sectionat, The Spar-
tans, who won o shoolout aver South-
gale Aguinas, have won four of their last
five games. Cobrinl (25, 22} defested
Oetroit Epst Catholic. PICKS: Borgess
stays on o winaing rofl.

e gy |
PLAYOFFS

MHSAA FOOTBALL
. COMPUTER RARKINGS
CLASS AA REGION 2
1.Romeo (7-0} 101.714
2. Westlznd Qloan (7-0) 200.671
3. Brighten (6-1) 90.095
4. Lake Otion (6-1) 90.000
5. Montoo {6-1) 86.429
G. Clorkston (5-2) 81571
7.\W.L. Westero (6-1) 78.571
8. South Lyon{5-2} 72.381
9. Temp.-Bedlord {$2) 66.571
10. AA Pioncer (4-3} 61.548
CLASS AA REGION 3
1. Troy (7:0) 107.429
1.Det. Herry Ford (7-0) 107.429
3. Catholic Central (6-0) 90.762
4, Detroit Coss Tech {6:1) 89.262
5, Deatborn Fordson (6-1) 86.429
G. Bltm. Brother Rice (6-1) 83,119
7. Detroit Redford (5-2) 72,429
. B.Cectroit Mumford (4-3) 61.476
9. Detront Cooley (4-3) 59,429
10. West Bloemfield (4-3) 55.000
CLASS A REGION 3
1. Farm, Harrison (7-0) 104,000
2. Dearborn (6-1) 92.143
3, Rodtord Unlon (7-0) BB.B57
4.Allen Park (6-1) 83.143
5. Saline (6-1) 81.857
6. Hartland {5-2) 73.881
7. fenton (52) 73.143
8. Waterf. Kettering (5-2) 70.000
9. Ypsi Lincoln (5-2) 58.286
10. Ypsianti {4-3) 49.429
CLASS CC REGION 4
1. Copac (7-0) 67.238
2. Montrose (6-1) 61.286
3. Pigeon Laker (6-1) 56.429
4, Almont {6-1) 54.571
5. Goodrich (6-1) 54.429
6. Rlv. Gab. Richord (6-1) 54.143
7.Clinton (5-2) 53.714
8. Claroncoylllo {5-2) 50,714
9, Napoteon (5-2) 50.000
10. East Jackson (5-2) 46.857
CLASS D REGION 4
1. Holy Redeemer {4-3) 35.805
2.C.L. §t, Clement (4-3) 35.000
3.Redlord St. Agatha (5-2) 31.905
4, Pock (4-3) 30,000
5. N.B. Wesleyon (3-4) 24,524
G. Wyon. Mt. Cormel (1-5) 8.905
7. Hamt. St. Flordan (1-6) 8.571
8. Taylor Light & Life {1-6) 6.571
9, Det. Eost Catholic (0-7) 2.714
10. Urban Lutheran (0-5) 1.143

Entire Store Sale
10% To 50% Off

Merri-Seven Trains
19158 Merrinan g7 Mite)
Livonla
(248) 4770550 » Fax {248) 477-0770
Buy * Sell « Trade » Repalr
» All Gauges

Learves




