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What if?

This has become n popular
starting peint for many recent
movies with some spectacular
visual results. First came “The
Truman Show” based on the
question “what if a person's
swhole life were just a television
show.” .

Now comes “Pleasantville”
based on the premise “what if
someone actually found them-
selves living in a 19504 sit-com?”

Writer/director Gary Ross has
created a visually imaginative
and well-performed movie that is
probably more interesting in its
parts than in its overall impact,

which is almost too easy in its
not-so-subtle attack on the “fam-
ily values, wasno't life better in
the old days” crowd.

The movie opens in our dys-
functionni times. A diverced
mother rushes off to be with her
boyfriend leaving behind her two
teenagers for the night. David
(Tobey Maguire) is a little back-
ward, preferring the reruns of a
classic old sit-com, “Pleas-
antville,” to the bitter realitics of
his family and high school life.
Sister Jennifer {Reese Wither-
spoon) is set on being the sexpot
of the school and thoroughly up
to date,

When the two argue over a
remote contro) and break it, a
strange TV repair man (Don
Knotts, for obvious resonant rea-

sons) provides them with o
“super remote” that transports
them into Pleasantville, taking
the place of git-com kids Bud and
Mary Sue.

Pleasantville is part Knotts’
Mayberry and, lurger part, the
Springficld of “Father Knows
Best” This is a black and white
warld of twin beds (no sex), soda
shops (no bars), meals on the
table every night at six when
Dad gets home (no working
moms). bagketballa that always
go in (no losing) and books with
no words, streets with no desti-
nation and no prablems.

Jennifer is not about to put up
with that kind of world and she
begine the destruction of this
perfect world when she intro-
duces the high school’s top jock

¢’ makes magic in color, bl

to s-c-x. This opens the door. for
other discoverics, and as people
break out of their black and
white routine, their world takes
on color.

This visual conceit is what
givea the movie a spectaculnr
look, nnd it is earried off with
intelligence and artistry. Particu-
lar moments are maogical ~ a ride
through a black and white land-
seape as pink pedals fall, a rose
glowing in a black and white
landseape, o murat of blazing
color on a black and white street,
a once black and white soda shop
now blaring with color. Sound,
too, changes, moving inevitably
from mush easy listening ballada
to rock and roll.

Joan Allen as Mom discovers
her sexuality and her indepen-

ack and white
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Dramatic comedy: William H. Macy and Joan Allery
v

star in “Pleasantville.”

would ban every bool but the
Bible, there nre others who
deplore the illiteracy that comes
from too little structire, That's
just onc exampie of being too
“black nnd white.”

But his genera! point is well
taken, art and knowledge liber-
ate, and it is gently and humor-
ously made. .

Mark Twain's “Huck Finn”
ploys a part in o magic moment
in the film, but it is two other
Twain works, “The Mysterious
Stranger” and “The Man Wha
Corrupted Hadleyburg,” from
which Ross draws inspiration.
And the message still has reso-
nance - without challenge, con-
flict, discomfart, passion life has
ne meaning, no color.

Comedy: “Joe Young” (Trey Parker) in a scene from

“HOME FRIES® N

An offbent comedy about two brothers
obsosscd with tho same woman, one
wants to marry her, the other to kil ber.
The trio’s lives Intertwine In unexpected
ways that ate orchestrated by the broth-
ers’ highly eccentric mother. Stars Drew
Barrymoto, Cathering O'Hora.

Schicduled to open Fridoy, Dec, 18
"JACK FROST™

Fantosy odventure about o man who
becomes a real fother after returaing 1o
fifo as a cooler guy thon he'd ever Imag-
ined possible - below lceépzing to be pre-
clse. Stars Michoel Keatop..

"
ing for themaelves indtead of
having it interpreted for them, so
each person gets something com-
pletely different. The opera uses
published poctry instead of nar-
rotive text which further allows
the audience to be involved in
the interpretation process. |
The libretto was taken from
the four poems by John Gracen

The percussion opc‘ru by

audience to intrrpret the mean-

Brown, Winficld Townley Scott,
and Native Americans Alonzo®
Lapez and Patricin Irving, all of
which were woven togethor by
Michael Udow.”

The opera opens 7:30 p.m.
Wednesdny, Oct. 28, in the Media
Union Video Studio on the North
Campus of the University of
Michigan.

The piece on “The Shattered
Mirror, as well a8 the haunted
thenter, the music group Walk on
Water and much more can be,
neen tonight at 7:30 and tomor-
row again at midnight on Detroit
Public Television. ~—
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