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Last weekend,
multi-Detroit
Music Aword
winner Jill Jack
was reminded of
how deeply inse-
cure she was
about her music,

“Pve kept jo
nals since I was
9.1 was cleaning
up some stuffl

. yesterdny and I
found some from 1985, 1986,
1987. It wos so funny how back
theniL would just touch on my
being 3ccure with myself. T was
restlesy, but 1 dido’t know what 1
was missing,” Jack explained.

“But 1 thought I would stick to
my guns und continue singing
even though no une was taking
me seriougly”

Now Detroit music fans are
taking the 35-ycar-old pop
singer/songwriter seriously. In
April, Juck won six out of the 10
Detroit Music Awaeds for which
she wos nominated.

The year before, she was hon-
ored with the Best New Rock Act
prize o week ofter the release of
her debut album “Watch Over
Me” (Drum Dancer Records).

“My gonl is to reach as many
people as possible. I get to meet
so many different people on so
many different levels,” said Juck,
her words speeding up with
excitement.

“{ want to sce how many peo-
ple I can move™

On Saturday, Oct. 24, Jack
goes for round two o she cele-
brates the release of her sopha-
more effort, “Too Close to the
Sun,” with a party and perfor-
mance ot the Magic Bag in Fern-
dale.

“Too Close to the Sun” is her
sccond nlbum for Ferndale's
Drum Dancer Recards, run by
her songwriting partner Billy
Brandt.

“Billy i nn integral part of Jilh
Jnck,” she said, “Without Billy, 1
know there would be no Jill
Jack. | can't kny what or where 1
weould be without Billy - except
that I probably would have got-
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“No movie evt this year :
more likely to raise hell
than ‘HAPPINESS."

~Prtes Tavers, ROLLIKG STONE

“Subtly savage...Evilly funny!”
“Uilarious, shocking and completely
unforgettable... Just might be the
year's best movie."

~TIHE OUT HEWYORK

“The ultimate black comedy.”

~Richard Coriss, TIHE HAGAZINE

HAPPINESS

a fiflm by Todd Solondz

@ ‘My goal is to reach as many people as possi-
ble. | got to meet so many different people on so
many different levels. | want to see how many

people I can move,’

Jill Jack

Singer-songuoriter

“Watch Over Me,” in April 1997
and one week lnter won several
Detroit Music Awnrds, including
Best New Rock Act. It way the
ultimate sign of acceptance,

“I thought, Oh my God. Now
what am [ gonna do? I don’t
think I've taken it all in. I just

ten more sleep over the lust two
years”

Conservative childhood

As fur as her mind can reach,
Juck remembers singing around
her parents’ Huntingtan Woods
home. But music wasn't un
obsession  like with  her
partner/guitarist Brandt,

“Billy walked nround with o
guitar in his hand. 1 had a bunch
of different things going on. I
sang and I always pretended in
my room. It's 8o cool, my daugh-
ter, she does the sume thing.
Now she wants a real micro-
phone and T tell her to dream
on,” she said with a laugh about
7-year-old doughter Emma with
husband/musician David Jack.

“Musician™ wasn't the first
occupation of choice that Juck's
parents had for her.

“I came from u real conserva-
tive family. My father was o doc-
tor and my mather was 1 nurse.
So you went to college and got n
real job,” she explained.

Eventually, she dropped out of
nursing school to seriously pur-
sue music. Juck made her living
working at an accounting firm
for $10 an hour and sang at
night backing the likes of Stew-
art Francke, The Forbes Broth-
ers, nnd Johnny Allen and the
Appeal. (I was the Appeal, I
puess,” she said with a laugh.)

“I remember working for free,
or for drinks and food. I didn’t
think I was goed enough to get
paid. T definitely never did it for
money, I did it for the love of it. 1
was working feom 7 a.um. to 7
p.m. and then singing at night.
It's no different than what I'm
doing now because I'm a mom,”

she said.

When she reached her late
20s, she felt more comfortuble
writing and singing her own
material and thought about a

solo cureer,

Colvi
like

the team who wrote and saag
the Grammy ning song
“Sonny Came Hame.”

“Everyone told me I should
sing solo but nobody wanted to
jgive me nny songs. Dave bought
me u puitar beeause 1 just hod
an old one, Then [ started to
work with Billy Brandt. We're
like John Leventhal and Shawn
. We have a partnership
7 Jdack explained about

*Billy niways shows

to bounce thut offof!

“Two th
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up at my
front door when ['m writing n
sonp. He's the ane who will tedl
me it's OK to put it out there. 1
needed that approval, somebody

She released her first album,

“The Mighty’soars
into greatness!”

«Jack Mattrescs, NEWSAY

-SISKELE EHERT

pulled out a video of the ‘87
Music Awards and 1locked like o
senred baby. It was all new to
me,” she said of her performance
with o host of female Detroit
sinper/songwriters including Sis-
ter Seed and Jon Krist,

“Now it seems like it's been 10
years for all the work we've
done.”

Jack's work has included open-
ing for Dan Fogelberg, dJethro
‘Ful} and Pat Benatar at Meadow
RBrook Festival nnd Pine Knob
Music Theatres. She's also been
a fentured artist on scveral
Detroit radio station-sponsored
concert bills.

Her Iatest effort is “Too Close
to the Sun,” which carries a
much more organic feel. {n
recording  the album, she
brought along some of Detroit's
most well-known musicians —
suitarist/producer Michael King,
bassists Joo Lambert, Nolan
Mendenhall, Gary Rasmussen,

umbs up!”
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“SIMPLY BRILLIANTY

Joy Caer, THE

“I'S AN END-OF-
MILLENNIUM ‘WIZARD
OF Of, DESTINED TO
- BECOME A CLASSIC.
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STREET SCENE

Once-insecure Jill Jack gets some serious attention

man, organ player Tim Dioz,

The use of mandolins, Hom-
mond B-3 und Warlitzer orguns,
and strings, give “Too Closc to
the Sun® u warm feel, There is a
bit of darkness, however.

“This record hus a little more
sadness to it This last year was
really hard, working all the timi
There's some sort of poshness,
0 to being unhappy all the
time. But | don't wunt to feed
mad und angry”

“If there is ane common thread
linking the songs on both
albums, even the ‘darker’ songs,
it's the underlying sense of hope,
1 view ‘Freedem,’ for example, as
a really positive song.
though the music itself has ¢
minor feel to it, it's really about
taking those steps, finding the
freedom you need in order to
achieve your goals.”

Not only does her music offer
glimpse of hope, her stage dispo-
sition does us well,

“When [ come out, I make sure
[ have a huge smile,” she
explained.
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“Everything I write about is
hopeful. If I'm going to write a
darker song, there's going ta be o
nide of it where life isn't just
over. In an ad, we used the word
‘fuith’ and Billy thought maybe
we should take it out. But there's
s much of it in my music,”

Jill Jack cclebrates the release
of her second CD “Tua Close to
the Sun,” with a party und per-
formance Saturday, Oct. 24, at
the Magic Bag, 22920 Woodward
Ave., Ferndale. Tickets are 86 for
the 18 and older show and are
available at all Ticketmaster out-
tots. Jason Magee and Sun 209
open the show at 9 p.m. and 9:30
pom., respectively, with Jdack to
follow at 10:15 p.m. Far more
information, call 1218} -0
or visit http: [ Lwww.themag-
irhag.com.

For mure information about
Jill Jack and Drum Dancer
Records, write to P.O. Box 20752,
Ferndale, Mich., 48220, or visit
hetpid | www. drumdancer-
records. com ar hitp:l !t owwe.
Jilljuck.com
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