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Campaign finances split candidates

By T SMITH
STA¥Y Wi
tsmith@oec.homecomm.not

Democrats and Republicans
rarely seo eye to eye on any-
thing, including accepting cam-
paign contributions from Politi-
cal Action Committecs, or PACa.
. Naot surprisingly then, Repub-
lican Andrew Raczkowski, the
jncumbent 37th District House
representative, sces little prob-
lem taking money from various
special interest groups. But his
rhallenger, Desmocrat Steve Dib-
ert, thinks politicians should
trend more lightly when it comes
to such financial help,

.- Raczkowski eatimated that

there is nbout $20,000 currently *

in his campaign coffers, with
slightly more than half of that
attributable to PACs, such as
ichigan Socicty of Anesthesiol
ogints, which chipped in $1,000.
“We had a ign promise

Association PAC; $200 from Con-
sumera Power Emp. Govt. PAC;
$500 from a Lansing-based
attorneys’ PAC; $500 from
Detroit Auto Denlers PAC.

Raczkawski noted that several
groups, such as Chrysler Mort-
gage Corp. and the Michigan
Assgociation of Certificd Public
A ty recently contributed

to do a 50-50 split,” Raczkowski
said, “And we're a little bit abave
that.”

' Some of the campaign contrib-
utors include $100 from Realtors
PAC of Michigan; $100 from
A bile Club of Michi
$100 from Michigan Township

at a fund-raiser, but primarily
because they “appréciate or sup-
port positions I've taken.”
Dibert, on the other hand, said
anly about 20 percent of the
$10,000 raised for his campaign
came from various groups,
including labor unions, pro-
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choice groups and “typical Demo-
cratic Party-friendly PACs.” The
reat wns sent his way by friends,
family members and other indi-
viduals,

But if he had his way, special
interest groups would only be
allowed to contribute up to 15
percent of a candidate’s cam-
paign bankroll.

The Democrat actually claims
that the amount of special inter-
est money being funneled to
Raczkowski is more in the neigh-
borhood of 86 percent, and not
50 or 60 percent.

“That says a lot about a cam-

.paign,” Dibert said.

According to Raczkowski, too
much is made about whether a
candidate receives a lot of spe-
cinl interest money or not.

Whatever funds come in can

be used to benefit the district he
serves, and he insists he docen't
let a stipend impact his judg-
ment on legialative issuca,

“I'll take a contribution
because I'tl use that moncy for
the district,” such as obtaining
ministure American flage to give
to students during his many
school visits. “... And I've got a
proven track record of sometimes
voting against contributors.”

Raczkowski cited the time he
took money from RJR Tobacco
and then “voted against the
tobnceco interest.” Another time
he rojected money from Lad-
broke DRC, beeause Ladbroke
hod applied for a gambling per-

mit.

Both candidates do concur that
contributions must not get in the
way of decisions they make in
Lansing.

“One of the policies that I've
stood by,” Dibert said, “If I go up
there, I won’t take money from
groups that have business in
front of any committees that I sit
on.”

Raczkowski said he doesn't
accept contributions if they are
connected to a current isauc.
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d General

Slow down and watch
for children when you drive.

general
hospital

prompt emergency medical care for all
28050 Grand River Aven

Sponsored by Botsford General Hospital Emergency Center
Botsford Is a full service hospltal with Board Certified/Resldency Trained Emergency Speclalists on staff.
Emergency care is avallable 24 hours every day. Urgent Care Is open 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.. 7 days a week.
. ! d classification 2s an Emergency Center by the State of Michigan,
This is the highiest category a hospital can receive and indicates that the Center Is equipped, prepared and stafled to provide
services for adults, chlidren, [nfants and newboms.

ue + Farmington Hills, M1 48336-5933

©1998 Bousford General Hosplual

- and Familics has

P2

FARMINGTON
Leaf
pickup

1998

o

7

Loal pickup bogins: Oct. 26, 1998

Heoy:

1. Oct, 30 ond Nov. 20

2. tov, 2 or Nov. 3 and Nov, 13

3. Oct. 26 or 27 and Nov. 16

4. Nov, 6, 9 or 10 ond Nov 23 or 24

8. Oct, 28 or 29 end Nov, 17

©. Nov. 11 or Hov 12 and Hov. 25

7. Nov. 4 or Nov, 5 and Nov. 18 or Nov. 19

tnstructions: Pface [eaves ot the curb ao culicr than 48 hours before scheduled
pickup, 3 putting them out soaner con cause dralnogo and traffic hozards,
Loaves aro aot to ba roked into the street, All vehicles must ba parked on
private property during lesf pickup hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4 p.m.

Leaves must be placed In papor bags or lobeled yord waste containers for

Areas with

pickup by the subbish

other factors.

during weeks not
multiple consecullve plekup days during the work week must placo their leaves
out by the first dey as Jen! erews may nat be returning coch day.

Reminder: The leaf program is not designed to pick up all lcaves Itlsa
supplemental peogrom. This schedute is subject 10 change dug to weather or

Farmington starts
its leaf pickup effort

Fnrmington’s annual leaf pick-
‘up program is slated to begin
Monday, Oct. 26, and Tucsday,
Oct, 27, in the portion of the city
south of Grand River between
Gill-Farmington roads.

he program continues
through Wednesday, Nov. 25,
with two pickups gunranteed for
each of the city's seven sections,

Kevin Gushman, director of
Farmington Department of Pub-
Jic Services, emphnsized, howev-
er, that ench section will receive
the leal pickups one day during
each of two different occasions
(sec below).

Residents are nsked to place
leaves at the curb, no-earlier
than 48 hours before scheduled
pickups, because putting them
out sooner might eause drainage
and traffic hazards.

Leaves are not to be raked into
strecta, Gushman stressed.

All vehicles must be parked on
private property during leaf
pickup hours of 7:30 a.m, to 4

p.m.

Gushman noted that all leaves
will not necessarily be collected
through the program, which is
meant to be supplemental.

During weeks when pickups
are not scheduled, residents are
asked to put their leaves in
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paper bags or tabeled yard waste
contniners for collection by the
rubbish cantractor. Areas with
multiple consecutive pickup days
during the work week must
place their leaves out by the first
day, ag crews may not return
daily.

Following is the pickup sched-
ule, which is subject to change
due to weather or other fuctors.
Also refer to the map:

M South of Grand River,
between Halsted and Drake; Oct.
30 and Nov. 20,

W South of Grand River,
between Prake and Gill, Nov. 2-
3 and Nov. 13.

® South of Grand River,
between Gill and Farmington,
Oct. 26-27 and Nov. 16.

A South of Grand River,
between Farmington and
Orchard Lake, Oct. 28-29 and
Nov. 17.

B North of Grand River,
between Gill and Orchard Lake
and south of 10 Mile Rond, Nov.
6, 9-10 and Nov, 23-24.

H North of Grand River, enst
of Orchard Luke Road, south of
Fink Road, Nov. 11-12 and Nov.
25.
1 Eanst of Farmingten Road,
south of Nine Mile, Nov. 4-6 and
Nov. 18-19. .

est-based negotiations, a collabo-
rative atyle that worked very
well” particularly in achieving
conacnsug on various non-eco-
nomic issues.

Thomas Chrzanowski, FEA
president, could not be reached
for comment about the tentative
deal. .

If the pact is ratified, FEA
members, including general edu-
cation and apecial education
teachers, as well a8 coordinators,

* psychalegists and social workers,

would receive a 2 percent aalary
raise for each of the 1998.99 and
1999-2000 school years and 2 2.5
percent raise for the final two
years of the deal, 2000-01 and
2001-02.

Zurvalec said  teachers
received annual raiges of 2 per-
cent for each year of its lnst con-
tract, which was a three-ycar
agreement. .

The deal also would ndd two
additional instructional days,
from 180 to 182, for the first two
yenrs; a third additional day in

2000-01 znd a fourth udditional
day, bringing the school calendar
to 184 days, in the final year.
Those extra doys are mandated
by state law.

“That didn't come as a sur-
prise,” said Lossin-Acho, about
the additionnl days.

Zurvalee did not want to
divulge further detaila of the
contract until it is ratified by
teachers. One elerient she would
discuss was its length. “The par-
tics were looking to really com-
mit to a long-term relationship.”

Meanwhile, Zurvalec said the
district and union plan to contin-
ue the “consensus-building” style
of communication, and problem
solving, throughout the contract.
She said that is another ground-
breaking aspect of the negotin-
tions,

“This (approach) was not
something that was deno to get a
contract and then put it aside,”
Zurvalee said. “We pledge to do
that” on an angoing basis.

Tuxedos discounted
for Cornucopia Ball

The Farmi C ity
Foundation for Children, Youth
3

] BENEFIT

that Fox Formal Wear in Bloom-
ficld Hills is discounting tuxedo
rontsls for Cornucopia Ball
attendees, .

The Fourth Annual Cornu.
capin Ball will begin at 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 7, at the Costick
Center in Farmington Hilla. Thia
black tie avent is sponsored by
tho foundation es an‘annual
fund raiser to support programs
within the community.

Individual contributions to
attend the ball are $160 per ger-
son. The evening will begin with
a cocktail reception and auction.
Dinner with open bar and done-
ing will top aff the evening.

Fox Formal Wear is on the
southwest corner of Maple and
Telegraph roads in the Bloom-
fiold Plaza Shopping Center.
Call 9326960,



