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tate senate candidates offer their viewpoints

Fuller says she can
do better for district

BY JENNIFER PLACINTO
STAFF WRITER
jplacinto@oe.hemecomm.nct

S. Ruth Fuller believes she
doesn't need a lot of money to
Leat her incumbent opponent for
n sent on the state Senate.

‘The 64-year-old West Bloom-
field Democrat is facing off with
Republican Willis Bullard Jr.
Nov. 3 for n six-year 15th Dis.
trict State Senate term,

The political newcomer has
been working hard to get the
word out about her candidacy
through door-to-door campuipn-
ing, mmlmyu telephone calls,
campuign signs and a recent
debate with Bullard.

“Pm just talking to everyone 1
can,” Fuller soid. “I think I've
nccotmplished guite a lot with
less funds and I think I'm mak-
ing just as large an impact.”

Fuller snid she plans to spend
less than $10,000 on her cam-
paign and she’s trying to win
voter approval by telling people
how she feels,

“I'm telling them I'm a person
for 211 the people and how
atrongly 1 feel about our public
education,” Fuller said. “I really
feel I can do a better job, I'm in

touch with the people, working
wmd volunlcvrim, in the commu-
l'lll

Fy ullur soid the primary issues
she’s hearing about include the
need for road improvements and
stability of public education
funding. She said charter school
cducation is depleting that fund-
ing and husn't proven any better
thun public schools.

“And this is what we're throw-
ing our money away on,” she
snid,

Fuller is dissatisfied with the
current method of funding
throupgh Propoant A, which she
snid brings down educational
standards,

A strong advoente for improve
ing mental health care, Fuller
said, she's surprised at the sup-
port she's receiving from the
public. She said people are con-
cerned about costs and whether
the services rendered are help-
{ul, She said private agencies are
turning individuala awony for
substance abuse and behavioral
problems.

*We need to do more with the
mentatly ill,” Fuller said. “We're
reverting bock to discrimina-
tion.”

S, Ruth Fuller.

While Fuller believes there is
enough funding for ronds, she
disagrees with the way it's being
apent.

“J think it's wonderful how the
governor in office has been able
to provide black paint to paint
our ronds with,” she said.

Instead of smoothing the road
surface, she said, “If they were
done right the first time, we
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Bullard spotlights his support,
experience in state Legislature

BY JENNIFER PLACINTO
STAFF WINTER
ol ot

from 4.4 to 3.9 percent, support-
ing public education through

Willis Bullard Jr. said he has
the background and support his
opponent Jacks to win etection to
the 156th District state Senate
seat,

Bullard, whae was elected to
the state Senate two yeurs ago,
sorved ng a state representative
for 14 yeurs before winning spe-
cial ¢lection to his current seat.
Now he's seeking election to a
full six-year term.

“I have 16 years of experience
in the legisluture,” Bullard
He said he's introduced 64 bills
which were signed into law,

But he's not taking the compe-
tition lightly. The senator snid
he's out every night and day
campaigning, mainly focusing on
group events.
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1 funding and improving
the roads ore his primary objec-
tives,

Bullard snid he recently sup-
parted a measure to pruudc sup-
plemental appropriations to pub-
lic education from a budget sur-
plus. He introduced a hill over a
year ago to cut the incame tox
and he supported the 4-percent
gasoline tax incrense for more
road improvement funding.

With that funding und addi-
tional federal dollars, Bullard
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