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6éhclng: Yoko Minowa of Far:ﬁington Harrison dances
aEﬂiffh"t of fantasy during the band’s performance of
“EFX.

BY DIANE HANSON
SPECIAL WRITER

More than 6,000 spectators
packed the bleachers at the Ply-
mouth-Canton Educational Park

stadium Oct. 17 to enjoy the
music, dramn, dance and color of
25 high school marching bands
from acrass the state.

The pleasuntly warm fall day

oy

Accepting: Harrison
David McGrath.

's Yoho Minowa, Derck Lewis,
Merhan Fay accept trophies from Mike Maloney and

Taking flight

Farmington Harrison makes clean sweep in band competition .

was an ndded boon for the annu-
al Great Lakos Invitational
(GLI) sponsored by the Ply-
mouth-Canton Music Boosters,

“This is the biggest single-day
fund-raiser wo have for the band
and very important for our over-
all budget,” snid Tom Wysocki,
president of the music boosters.
“On a day like today, we will
probably raise a little over
$20,000. He gave nothing but
kudos to the 31 chairpersons and
mare thon 200 boosters involved
in organizing and running the
huge event. “They did a super
jobon thaw.”

Bands cempeted in Flighta I,
11, 11, and TV with seven- to 11-
minute programs depicting sto-
ries ranging from individuality
Lo flights of fantasy to the civil
rights struggle. Besides the
marching and music, band mem-
bers sang, danced and drama-
tized their programs for the
appreciative audience.

The Farmington Harrison
Marching Band made a clean
sweep of all Flight III awards.
Their dynamic portrayal of their
program “EFX,” a magical, mys-
tical journey through time and
space, gleaned the Flight 11T cap-
tion awards for Best General
Effect, Best Marching and Best
Music. They also captured the
first place trophy of all nine
bands in Flight IIT with u score
of 74.75. !

“I thought our performance
was really good,” said a proud
Mark Phillips, Harrison band
director. The band performed at
two middle schools and an ele-
mentary school the week before
GLI while putting mure moves
and the closer onto their show.

The next few wieks will each
include 12 hours of practice for
the 118-member band. “We are
going to focus on cleaning and
getting ready for the next compe-
tition before states,” said
Phillips. The Michigan Cempet-
ing Bands Association State
Finals Comgetition is scheduled
for Nov. 7 at the Pontiac Silver-
dome.

Livonin Franklin's Marching
Patriots performed their pro-
gram of “Prisoner in Your Mind”
with an interesting twist involy-
ing a costumne change. The 82-
meinber band whipped off their

You'ra thinking...

a) How many pounds of fudge go across it every year?
) Who got stuck building the part that's lmemualar? .

band jackets near the end af
their performance to reveal mul-
ticolored T-shirts.

“It's all about the kids being ’

able to express their individuali-
ty,” expluined Franklin Band
Director Kristi Jasin. "That’s
what we're teying to do with the
colors and the numbers. You're
more than just a number in life;
you're a unique individual.”

The Livonin band tock seventh
place in Flight I with a score of
61.3. “We've put so much into
the show just in the post two
days that it's not quite as pol-
ished ns we wanted it,” said
Josin who plans to do that pol-
ishing before the Westland John
Glenn competition on Oct. 24.

The Plymouth-Canton March-
ing Band wowed tho crowd with
its host exhibition performance
to wrap up the invitational nt
9:30 in tho evening, It wos the
first time the entiro show of
“Americn, Land of the Free,” a
depiction of America’s civil
righta struggle, was performed.

“f thought this show was,
hands down, the best they have
dono all year,” snid a pleased

David McGrath, PCEP band.
director, But, he added, the show,

was by no means complete. The
Plymouth-Canton band is well-

known for its dramatic presenta-.

tions and McGrath said there is
a lot of interpretation and role-
pluying to add. Their next com-
petition performance will also be
at John Glenn High Schoal,

‘The PCEP band presented the
overall high trophy award to tho
Reecths-Puffer High School
Marching Band. The Muskegon
band took al! first place awards
in Flight I with a score of 83.05.

Along with McGrath, other
trophy presenters were Dr.

Charles Little, superintendent of,

Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools; Mike Maloney, presi-
dent of the Plymouth-Canton
schaol board; and Judy Mardi-
ginn and Darwin Watts, board
trustees.

“We're happy ta see the school
baard came out and support an

Performing: The
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Farmington Harrison marching band

took: the field in the Flight III competition in Plymouth

Oct. 17.

event like this,” said Wysocki.
“They can see there ig o broad
base of support for the music and
the arts in, not only our commu-
nity, but others around us.”

Wysocki hopes to draw even
morc people from the surround.
ing communities to next year's
shaw.
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bpen making the tough decisions:

o) Is thare a health care company out thoro that beliaves in tiwo-way communication?

Protecting Victims® mghls"_kespécting Pollce Officers » Caring for Our Communities

At HAP, we Lnow most people want a health care company they can relato to. That's why . " y P
if you're new to HAP, we'll not o ly send you a welconio package, but we'll also call and aske . He S_mﬂde our decision easy.

{or your comments. All our érembers get prevention, health and wellness information on i . .
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