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Food clubs: a
cost comparison

Would the cost of a membership to a
warehouse club like Costco or SAM'S
Club pay for itsell?

I've pondered that question ever
since Costeo opened carlier this year
and [ started getting moilings from
both places, inviting me to join,

At SAM'S Club, a

Y
eNtERED  CO9ts $30 to $35 and
CENTERED " Costco it casts $35
to $40. In both cases,
the lower price is for
a businecas member-
ship and the highor
one is for a regular
membership.

When I visited both
stores for the first
time this summer, I
couldn't tell if their
gracery prices were
good deals are not,
because most of the items were pack-
aged in lnrger quantities than I'm
used to secing or buying,

Now, Costco and SAM'S Club scll a
lot of other things besides groceries —
such as tires, office furniturc and
home electronics - nnd they offer ben-
efits, such as discounts on optical and
pharmaceutical services.

But I had decided that in order for
1 membership to be worth it to me, Pd
have to recoup the membership fec in
grocery savings alone, because I buy
groceries more often and regularly
than [ buy those other things.

To help me figure out how good
their grocery prices were, I made a
spreadshect on my computer last
manth.

In the first column, I listed gro-
ceries I typicatly buy, The other
columns I left blank, except for their
headings: size of item, brand name,
price and expiration date. Then I took
the spreadsheet to Costeo, SAM'S
Club, Kroger and F&M to fill in the
blanks and compare costs. {You could
de the same for the grocery store(s)
where you usually shop.)

I found that Costco and SAM'S
Club had bagically the same prices.
And for al! but one of the items on my
list, their prices beat Kroger and
F&M by at least 10 cents. (The excep-
tion was Bounty Big Roll Medleys
paper towels which were on aale at
Kroger for about 50 cents less than
the warehouse price.)

Some of the best deals I found were:

» Maxwell House coffee (regular,
automatic drip in the blue can), $5.99
for a 39-ounce can at SAM'S Club and
Costceo, compared to $8.29 for the
same size at F&M and $7.29 for a 26-
ounce can at Kroger.

» Tide laundry detergent, $16.99 for
a 263-ounce box (120 wash loads) at
SAM'S Club and Costco, compared to
$19.99 for the same sizo at Kroger
and $6.99 for a 92-ounce box (42 wash
loads) at F&M.

* Cheerios cereal, $5.08 for a 35-
ounce box at SAM'S Club and $7.99
for a B5-ounce box at Costco (they
both equal 14.5 cents per ounce), com-
pared to $4.69 for a 20-ounce box at
Kroger and $3.69 for a 156-ounce box
at F&M.

«Jiff poanut butter (ereamy or
crunchy), $5.99 for two 40-ounce jurs
at Costeo and SAM'S Club, compared
to $4.99 for one 40-ounce jar at
Kroger and $2.29 for 18 ounces ot

&M.
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The amount of money 1'd save on
those products alone over the course
of o year would bo almost enough to
equal the cost of a membership, I've
datermined. But every family is dif-
ferent. .

My advice is, make up your own

each item and do somo cost compar-
isons, Factor in how much you cur-
rently save by using coupons, becauss
Costco and SAM'S Club don't accopt
them (although they do havo rebate
offers). And remember, if you don't
have room to stare something, it's not
a good deal, no matter what the price.

Most pooplo I know who have
joined a warehousc club still go to
their regular grocery storo for most
things and visit the warchouse only
once a month or 8o, to stock up on
non-perishable items and party sup-

pliea. oy

list, estimato your yearly usage for -

Vertically challenged: Top, Vertical Reality
game under construction. Bottom photo, the actual
game that will mesmerize competitors at Game-

works in Auburn Hills.

BY LINDA BACHRACK
BTAFF WRITER

‘- -7'nu’ve entered The Arena. In a
frenetic atmosphere that's
charged with excitement, larg-

er-than-life visuals and pulsating

music jar the senses, transporting
you into a Disney-like fantasy land.

First stop — Vertical Reality. Strap
yourself in and get ready to race the
clock in an eight-player vertical chal-
lenge gnme that has you ascending
24 feet 08 you target the criminal ele-
ments who are invading the sky-
seraper that looms before your eyes.
Aim well. If yon're hit by the bad
guys, you'll find yourself in a “frec
full” descent that will take your
breath away and leave you struggling
to race bacl up to the top. Vertical
Reality is the only game of its kind in
which players experience physieal
consequences based on their actions.

No, you're not on a Hollywood
movie set, you're in GameWorks
Detroit, a creation of escapism mas-
ter Steven Spielberg. This social
gathering place of the 218t century
opensd Nov. 12 in the Great Lokes
Crossing shopping/entertainment
center on Baldwin Road in Auburn
Hills.

GameWorks fecls like an amuse-
ment park, Folks of all ages can eat,
drink and test their gnmesmanship
in a venue comprised of a scries of
high-cenergy, visunlly stimulating and
relaxing environments that include n
full-service restaurant and bar. The
innovative playland, conceived by
Universal Studios and Sepa Enter-
prises, as well as Spielbery’s Dream-
‘Works SKG, is the sixth GameWorks
destination in the United States and
the firat in the Midwest.,

You'll find two distinct personali-
ties in this high-tech arcade. By day,
GameWorks is a cool place to have
lunch with {ricnds or business associ-
ates, conduct corporate mectings and
engage in a little friendly head-to-
head competition. Kids are welcome
to shaot hoops, munch on pizza and
rack up points in classic games like
PacMan and Asteroids, After 8 p.m.,
the mood changes and GameWorks
becomea an adult destination with a

GameWorks redefines
the way we play

Revved to open: Gameworks General Manager Chris Martin unveils an
Indy 500 car that will zoom players through a motion simulated game at
the new entertainment destination,opening Nov. 12.

different menu, a full bar featuring
such signature cocktnils as the Joy

Stick and Alien Autopsy, a variety of

socinlly engaging arcas and electri-
eally charged game zones where alco-
hol is allowed.

Some years ago, after the release of
E.T, Spiclberg began working his
magic for hospitalized kids through
video conferencing that allowed the
children  to
communicate
with other chil-
dren in hospi-
tals around the
country.” He B
says that he
received  Ro
many letters
from kids who
asked if they
could be healed
by E.TVs touch,
he was deter- ||
mined to give |
these young
patients some
kind of inter-
vention
through inter-
action.  Hia
Starbright
World, linking 8
hospitals from
const to const,
haos evalved to
include inter-
active sports
gamen and car-
toons  that
explain med-
ical proce-
dures.

This same technology allows game-
playing adults to join in internctive
compotitions at GnmeWorks. Says
President and CEO Michael Mont-
gomery, “Players want to be heroes,
and they can in our MTV:-like on-
screen head-to-hend challenges
among different citics,”

Since the GameWorks themed
“neighborhaod” envireonments may
cause disorientation and sensory
overload for the first-time visitor, wo
provide a tour of the 34,000-square-

foot space, compliments of General
Manager Chris Martin:

* The Londing Pock is the high-
energy zone where the newest games
are “unloaded” straight from the
delivery trucks and put to the test by
hard-coro enthusiasts. A combination
of industrial and warchouse space,
the Loading Dock has the look, feel
and pulse of an undergroind night.
club with the-
atrical lighting
and large
video screens.

*The Arcna
features sever-
al multi-player
signature

ames
designed
exclusively for
GameWork..
The most
kinetic of the
three neigh-
borhoods, The
Arenn mixes
the high-tech
thrills of video
with

* Adjacent to the Grill is the
Arena Bar serving beers, California
wincs and cocktails. Architectural
columns enclose classic pinball
machines.

* Venture into the Prize Zone
where playera accumulate points on
dozens of games and redeem their
points for prizes.

» Upstnirs, intimate arcas provide
pool tabley, a sccond-level bar, retro
games and the Racing Zene with an
Indy 500 attraction.

* The Skybox Lounge, a Game-
Warks original, offers the best seats
in the bousc. Leather furniture and &
spectacular glass wall provide a
plush hidenway from which te
obaerve all the revved-up action
below. This VIP party room is open to
all guests ond also is available for
private parties nnd corporate events,

* To play, eat, drink and socinlize,
all guests need is a play card, which
works like an ATM card and is good
to play and pay for all GameWorks
activities, food, beverage and mer-
chandise.

“Playing is about fun, excitement,
competition and bringing people

her,” says Spielberg. “It's about

the

of theme park-
style attrac-
tions. The cen-
terpicce is the
above-men-
tioned Vertical
Reality, which
debuted on
MTV, Also find
Spiclberg’s
Jurdysic Park:
The Lost World, a terrifying old-fash-
ioned dino fight in a dramatic envi-
ronment complete with mavie props.
The Arcna’s video acreen cluster
showeases videos, music and game
competitions.

» Also on the main floor, the Game-
Works Grill is a full-service restau-
rant offering casual upscale dining
with menu items that include
gourmet salods, pizza, pasta, foeaccia
sandwichos and grilled entroes.
Umbrella tables spill out onto the
patio in the mall.

escape, adventure and connecting, It
gives cach person the chance to prove
that he or she can be a star”

GameWorks hosts @ Charity.
Preview to benefit Hospice of
Michigan on.Tucsday, Nov. 10:
from 7 p.m, to midnight.

Waich members of the Deirait;
Red Wings as they compete on
Vertical Reality. Swing to the
‘sounds of the Twistin’ Tarantulas.
Don't miss the *Battle of the Big
Kahunas” led by Tim Leuliette,
‘president and COOQ of Penske
Corp, Weli-known CEOs will com-
pete in an Indy 500 auto racing
;g;lﬁllﬂll’an game, 8§75, (800) 669-

GameWorks, Great Lakes Cross-
ing, Baldwin Road, off I-75 in
Auburn Hills. .~

News of special events for shoppers is included
in this calendar. Send information to: Malls & Main-
streets, clo Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 805
East Maple, Birmingham, MI 48009; or fax (248}
644.1314. Deadline: Wednesday & p.m. for publica-
tion on Sunday.

. SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25

ADDED ATTRACTIONS

————————
Freedom to Die, which places this civil rights strug-
glo in the framework of American social history, 7
p.m. .Bo{duu Book Shop, 31160 Southfield Rond,

Bir

FASHION FIX

Lynn Portnoy prescnts First Aid for Fall Faahions.
Bring in your favarite jacket, pants or outfit and lct
the experts at Lynn PortnoyJ it‘\’iccl now life Into your

. Costco is located in Bl
Townshjp, Livania, Madison Heights
and Rosoville. SAM'S Club is Jocated
in Farmington Hills, Madison
Heights, Roueville, Southfield, South-
gato, Utica, Waterford, Westland and

| ~Ypsilanti. Call or visit them for more

information,

fall be. Informal and light refresh-
ments. 12-4 p.m. 29260 Franklin Road, Southfield

TuEsDAY, OCTOBER 27
BOOK SIGNING
Derck Humphrey, founder of the Hemlock Sociaty,
discusses hia private and public struggles over
physician-assisted dying and signs his new book

~WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28

AUTHOR EVENT N

Borders Books and the International Dyslexia
Association (IDA) have set aside today as a day of
awareness. Bordors presents award-winning chil-
dren's author Patricin Polacco who will discuss and
sign her most recent book, Thank You, Mr. Falker, a
story that denls sensitively with dyslexia. She also
will sign hor brand-new book, Mra. Mack. 7 p.m. Bor-

dors Books & Music, 34300 Woodward, Birmingham.

SAYURDAY, OCYOBER 31
SMALL SIZES
A Liz Clniborne representative discusses fall fash.
ions, styles and clothing as they relate specifically to
the potite customer. Includes a box lunch. 11:20 a.m.
Potito Dopartment. Parisian, Laurel Park Plnce,
Livonia; (734) 953-7600.

TAILOR MADE

View the Alun Flusser Fall 1998 Collection. 10
a.m.-4 pm. Saks Fifth Avenue, Somersct Collection,
Troy. Call for an appointment, (248) 614-3374.

_____ SUNDAY, NOVEMBERL
MORE BEANIES

The Plymouth Beanic Baby Show returns to the
Plymouth Cultural Center, 626 Farmer Stroet.
Boanie Baby door prizes overy hour. 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
$4, $2 nges 4-12.




