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M ites from page Al

teams of mostly 8-year-olds wers
ready to enjoy a once-insa-
time experience. And that's
cxactly what they did.

First of alt, the teams played
cach other, competing for their
own “Stanley Bucket,” on the
same playing surface used by
Scotty Bowman's Stanley Cup
champion Detroit Red Wings,

Then, after the first period of
the Winpgs-Calgary Flames
Natienal Hockey League contest
— with 20,000 fans watching ~
aix players from each squad par-
ticipated in a one-on-one
shootout. Public nddress
announcer and hockey Hall of
Famer Budd Lynch introduced
cach player as the player skated
to the center ice dot, in the mid-
dle of the huge Hockeytown logo.
The shooters fought off knock-
kneed nerves and the urge to
glance up into the stands at
their moms and dads, and skat-
ed in to try and score on Erik
Zeldes and Andy Bray, the Eogle
and Stingray poaltenders,
respectively.

Both the game and shootout
were won by the Tom Ostin-
coached Eagles, both by 2-1 out-
comes. The conch of the
Stingrays is Tam Humilton, The
Red Wings invite teams to ploy
before every home game, part of
the continuing commitment to
vouth hockey always shown by
Mike and Marian Hitch. Teams
selected for the honor receive
block of tickets to that day’s
Wings game.

“I venlly just saw the opening,”
said 8-year-ald J.R. Mooney, the
Eagle player who scored the
shootout winner by sliding the
puck past Stingray goalie Andy's
right skate. J.R,, a third-grader
ut St. Fabian, did say it was cool
to *skate on the Red Wings® ice”

To the Joe

For the unique experience to
come off without n hitch, the
teams needed to seramble, rush
and make sure they were follow-
ing their busy timetable, mapped
out for them by Mary Greener,
who oversees the youth hockey
program for the Red Wings orga-
nization. Consider the following:

n Around 9:30 or 10 n.m., from
homes all over Farmington,
Farmington Hills and surround-
ing cammunities, players jumped
into cars and minivans while
their moms and dads flung bags

- of hockey gear into the vehicles.
From there, it was off to Joe
Louis, amid steady rain and
even some fog.

n The hockey entourage nego-
tiated their way past police offi-
cers and past barricaded Jeffer-
son Avenue to the Jor Louis
parking structure - logistical
measures due to last Sunday's
Detroit Free Press running
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Waiting In the wings: It
won't be long before Eagle
player Andy Buchanan, 8,
of Farmington Hills gets
his chance.

marathon, It was about 10:30
a.m., an hour before the Engles
and Stingrays were due to start
their game,

n In small dressing rooms
located at the end of the arenn
where the Zamboni enters and
exits to clean the ice, coaches
and parent helpers assigted the
young players with their pads,
jerseys, skates and other pratece
tive garb.

“Remember Colin, pizza tastes
better with o 'w’ in front of it,”
snid assistant coach Chris
Costello of Furmington Hills,
helping his Eagle son get
dressed for the contest.

Ostin, whose 8-year-old son
Drew (Our Lady of Sorrows)
plays on the tenm, didn’t really
need to motivate his players, But
he tried anyway,

“Do you want the Stanley
Bucket?” asked Ostin, referring
to the painted puck bucket, sym-
bol of the friendly rivalry
between the Eagles and
Stingrays. “How much do you
want that bucket? You get to
skate on the same ice as Steve
Yzerman, Sergei Fedorov, Chris
Osgood ... It docsn't happen all
the time, Let's make the most of
it tadny.”

In the next room, Stingrays
coach Hamilton, a friend of
Ostin’s, was imploring his ranks
to keep in mind why they were
there in the first place. “Today
we're going to have a lot of fun.
That's the goal.”

n Shortly before 11:30¢ a.m.,
Greener, who worked with the
conches in setting up the game,
stopped by to make sure every-
body was ready to go, and to
remind them to get off the ice no
later than 12:30 p.m. The rea-
san? The Red Wings would fol-
low them for a pregutne practive.

A,

Meanwhile, just down the cor-
ridor, the Zamboni driver was
getting ready to clear the ice, fol-
lowing o morning practice
involving wseveral Calgary
Flames players whe weren't
playing agninst the Red Wings.

Dream team

Withis minutes, both youth
teams stepped out of the dress-
ing rooms and waited for the sig-
nal. They were anxiously chomp-
ing at the bit, and on their
mouth guards. Soon they were
on their way, proceeding in sin-
gle file toward the gate, where
awaiting on the other side was
the dream of a still-short life-
time. Players couldn’t hold back
their. smites as they skated out
onto the glenming white surface.

“This is cooool!” said one
Eagle

During; the game, the players
couldn’t help but stand up in
front of their respective benches
to watch. Even coaches and par-
ent assistants had trouble con-
tuining themselves.

“It's excellent,” said Farming-
ton resident Mike Ferriss, whose
son Michacl, 8, (Longacre Ele-
mentary) is on the team. “It's a
Dbig thrill ... We're very fortunate
to have this opportunity. And I
don't knuw whu is more cxcited,
the kids or the dads. We have
fun with this too.”

1t showed. Ferriss and & few
other duds who help Ostin had
the luxury of standing with the
team at the “visitors' " bench,
getting o real cloge-up view of
the action. In the stands bebind
them were the rest of the hockey
moms and dads, whooping and
hollering for their puys.

The parents' enthusinsm
might have gotten the attention
of Flames players such as buek-
up gonlie Tyler Moss, who came
out of the team's dressing room
to watch a few minutes of the
Eagles and Stingrays.

“It's all right,” said Moss ubout
the kids' match, “Just go out and
have as much fun as you can.”

A Flames teammate poked his
head out of the tunnel and jok-
ingly noted that “They don't
have to warry about backcheck-
ing.”

Over on the Stingray “home”
side of center ice, nctually the
bench used by the Red Wings,
assistant Wings coach Barry
Smith peered in for a moment or

two.

The youth game had a surpris
ingly good pace, with few stop-
pages of play. Coaches did their
part by matching lines according
to ability. *These guys are just
learning the fundamentals,” Fer-
riss explained. “How to move the
puck and play as a team.”

A standout was Eagles goal-
tender Erik Zeldes, 8, of West
Bloomfield, In the first period,

Erik  kept
it's thelrs: the game
After the scoreless by
Eagles thwarting a
defeated the breakaway,
Stingrays 2-

sliding out
o his right leg
1, winning

pad to make

Mite team the  save.
members Similar
Drew Ostin ?'Ol’j fol-
owed.
{eft) and With
Colin about one
Costello, both  inute left

0, A in the open-
Farmington ing 12-
Hills, hotst minute stan-
the “Stanley 2 the
Bucket.” Eagtltes

scored the

Players sell tickets for Great Lakes Invitational

By TIM ST
STAFF WHITER
tsmith@oc.homecomm.net

For the Engles and Stingrays,
last Sunday's experience of play-
ing hockey ot Joe Louis Arena
remaing fresh in their minds.

Now, players and families of
the two Farmington Hills Hock-
ey Association Mite division
teams have a chance to really
shaw their apprecintion to the
Detroit Red Wings organization,
and at the same time help their
own league. X

All players in the association,
about 1,100 of them, between
nges 6-17, will be given four $12
general admission tickets ~ to
well - for the Grent Lakes Invita-
tionnl college hockey tourna-
ment, slated for Saturdny and
Sunday, Dee. 26-27, at Joe Louis.
A portion of ticket wales will go
buck to the association, making
the fund-raiser a win-win situn-
tion, snid Stingrays conch Tom
Hamilton, who is overseeing the
endeavor.

“We do a lot for them and they
in turn do n lot for us,” said
Hamilton about the connection
between the associntion and Red
Wings. This is the third year the

aasociation is selling tickets to
the GLI. a longtime holiday
hockey tradition.

Hamilton, whose 7-year-old
son, Tommy, plays defense for
the Stingrays, is confident the
organization will sell its gon of
5,000 tickets, In the first two
years, ticket sales were 4,000
and 4,400, respectively.

“They have been the most suc-
cessful nasocintion in this pro-
gram,” anid Mary Greener of the
Red Wings group snles depart-
ment. She also coordinates the
visita by youth hockey teams.
“Last year, they made about
$12,000 for their association.”

‘That success was one reason
the Red Winga invited the
Eagles and Stingrays to play o
youth game before last Sundny’s
Wings-Calgary Flumes contest.
Players from both sguads also
parsticipated in o shootout after
the first period of the big league
game.

Greener emphasized that Red
Wings owners Mike and Marian

«Ilitch have long made it a top
priority to promote the game to
young people, to get them inter-
ested in playing and in following
the sport.

“It definitely starts with Mr.
and Mra. 'I,” " Greener said.
“They're renlly behind this pre-
gram. They're pro youth, pro
community.”

This is the seventh year of the
program, where youth teams are
invited to play before Red Wing
games. The GLI has been played
at Joc Louis throughout the
Ditch ownership of the club.

“Everybody knows Red Wing
tickets ure a tough ticket,”
Greener said. “Especially for
kids, We renlly want to get the
kids down here, because we feel
kidy are an important part of our
fan base.”

Of course, there is an incentive
to sell a lot of tickets to the tour-
nament, which this year includes
teams from Michigan, Michigan
State, Northern Michigan and
Michigan Tech universities,
Whichever assecintion gells the
most will come bock to the Joe,
for another chance to skate at
Hockeytown shootout,

“It's obviously a carrot for par-
ents and kids to get out and sell
ticketa for this fund-raiser,” snid
Mite Eagles parent and conch
Tom Ostin.

Cornered: Chris Sarkesian (right), of Farmington Hills, digs the puck out of the
corner with two defensemen from the Stingrays closing in on him.

first gonl. Andy Buchanan, 8, of
Farmington Hills, fed a perfect
pass to linemate Colin Costello.
He took n wrist shot into the nct.

Colin scored the second goal,
poking in a rebound halfway
through the third period, before
the Stingrays made it close Iate
in the game. Erik made a couple
more suves, and the Eagles
cleared the zone to protect the
lead.

Fellowing the game, both
teams lined up and completed
the teaditional center ice hand-
shake, and then Greener pre-
sented the Eagles with the
“Stanley Bucket.” Up in the
stands, parents applauded.
Down on the ice, the conches
were just s thrilled.

“A beautiful game, a great
game,” said Hamilton, whoae
Stingrays lust year won the
bucket trophy.

Hungry and happy

Now, everybody had to hurry
up, go to lunch and get back
before the 3 p.m. Wings gaome.
Around 1 p.m., after getting
dressed into their street clothes,
it was time to go to Greektown's
Pizza Papalis and Nikki's for
lunch. But with the People
Mover not in use, they were
forced to take restaurant shut-
tles. Ostin also made two trips
from the Joe, filling his minivan

with hungry players.

The Engles nnd their families
ate at Pizza Pupalis. Among the
parents were Erik’s, Sharon and
Michacl Zeldes. Understandably,
they were very proud of their
gon, who was nomed the game’s
first star by Ostin.

“Words really can’t describe
how I felt,” Michael Zeldes said,
about his son’s sparkling perfor-
mance. “I've never been o excit-
ed.”
Conversely, Erik, who attends
Pleasant Lake Elementary in
the Walled Lake school district,
seemed nlmost nonchalant about
the experience.

“This whole thing was like,
1t's no big deal,” Zeldes said. “It
didn't even faze him.”

At a nearby table, 8.year-old
Matt Zulch (Wood Creck Ele-
mentary) and his parents, Penny
and Tom Zulch of Farmington
Hills, reminisced between bites
of stufTed pizza and salad,

“1 thought it was fantastic,”
Penny Zulch ssid, “We had o
pretty geod crowd, too.”

Tom Zulch nated that *I think
the whole thing's great for all
the kids, it’s grent to have the
opportunity. I'll remember it and
I'm sure he will.”

According to Matt, pleying on
the Joe Louis Arena ice was a
privilege that *a lot of kids don't

get” During the contest, he said
he focused more on making cor-
rect plays than on where he was.
But it was starting to svak in. In
a couple hours, he'd be back en
that ice, one of five Eagles and
five Stingrays trying to score in
the shootout. That's what had
him feeling anxicty.

“I'm a little nervous,” Matt
suid, thinking nbout skating out
in front of a capacity crowd,
Matt's butterdlies didn't stop him
from scoring a goal in the
shootout.

Later, all the Farmington Hills
Hockey Association contingent
had to worry obout was sitting
back and enjoying the lost two
periods of the Wings-Flames con-
test, watching from the cheap
sents in Section 227B, at the end
high nbove Osgood, And, getting
down to the dressing rooms
afterward to collect their gear.

Ostin, and his wife, Karen,
finally could take a breather,
and take in everything that hap-
pened during this unforgettahle
day.

“We skated on the same ice
they are, and we sat on the same
benches,” Ostin said, looking
down on the NHL action. “It's
really incredible when you think
about it.”
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