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Elite teams can look to playoffs — next week!

BY DAN O'MEARA
BTAYY WRIIER
t
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B GRID PICKS

‘For.all teams, the regular sea-
son in high school football ends
this weekend. For a select group,
another is about to begin — the
playoff scason.

Farmington Harrison, Detroit
‘Catholic Central and Westland
John Glenn are accustomed to
playlng in November, but it will
be a new experience for Redford

Union.

Harrison has qualified in
Class A, and RU scems certain
to do likewise. Redford St.
Agathn, CC and Glenn are very
much in the picture but must
win their final games to avoid
the number-crunching, 11th-
hour anxicty that comes with
being on the bubble.

Clarenceville is the only other
aren team with a chance, but the
Trojans are still a darkhorse in
Clpss CC even if they finish 7-2.

In the prediction contest, Livo-
nia-Westland Sports Editor Brad
Emons is poised to win the title
for the first time since 1995.

Emons was perfect [ast week
(14-0) and moved ahead of Dan
O’Mearn, who was a not-so-bnd
13-1. Consequently, Emons holdy
a one-game lead entering the
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season finale, 80-26 to 89-27.

‘That might not scem like a big
lead, but it's probably insur-
mountable since there doesn’t
appear to be many, if any, toss-
up games on the schedule. Every
one has what could be consid-
cred an obvious favorite.

But there are some upset pos-
sibilitics, and it could be an
interesting final round. Here's
the lincup of games and the
picks:

THURSDAY GAME

St. Agatha va, East Cathollc, 7 p.m.
ot RU's Kratt Fleld: Fullback Dan Boul
ter had o blg day (203 yards and two
tauchdowns) as the Agglles (G-2) defeat-
¢d St. Alphonsus of the Catholic Leoguo -
D-Section, 25-14. They'lt be golng the
other way and playing up a rank this
week against the Tri-Scctional's East
catbolic, The Chargers (1-7) won thelr
fitst game Saturday over winless Bene-
dictine, 14-6. PICKS: The Aggles go Into
tho playolis on 3 winning note.

FRIDAY QAMES
{al tlmos 7:30 p.m. uniess notod)

Borgess va. Dot. N'wostorn, 3:30
p.m. ot Garden City Jr. High: Bishop
Dorgess (5-3) 1s guaranteed a winning
scason after beating Allen Park Caini,
38-19. The Spartans can better last
yeat's 54 record with one more win, but
1hey tace a bigger, Class AA schoal in
Northwostern (2-6), which lost to
Detroit Pershing, 286, PICHS: The Colts
can't be corratied.

‘Wayno at John Glonn, 7: Despite los
ing to Hartison, Glenn {7-1) should be
motivated for this game, If they can
rebound this week, the Rockets should
make the playoffs with an elghth win,
But this is one of those bigy Intra-dlstrict
rivaldes, and the Zebras (4-4) can pull
the upsct i the Rockets aten't reody.
PICKS: The real John Glenn is back in

orblt and 50 are the Rockets.

Taytor Kennody ot RU, ¥: The Pan-
thets {8-0) aro headed for on undefented
regular scozon, borring o major upset in
this game. RU crushed Melvindale to
win the Mcga-Blue championship oul-
fight and oppears to be a cinch 1o make
the playolis. The Epgles (1-7) were
thrashed by another unbesten team last
week, Mega-White champion Tienton,
40-10, PICKS: It's o perfect season fof
the Panthers.

Churchlll at Stovenson: It's been a
long time since Churchill beat
crosstawn tival Stevenson, though Jast
yeor's game wos close, The Spartans
won, 21-14. Stevenson (4-4) had to
come from behind ond score with 2 1/2
minutes Ich to crase a 19-18 deficit and
beat Canton, 26-19, Churchill (2.6) had
a close call, too. but wosn't so fortu-
nate, losing 1210 to Wulled Lake Cen-
tral. PICKS: The Spartans finlsh above
.500,

Tronton at Franklln: The Patriots {1.7}
got thelr first victory Jast week, but end-
ing the scason with a two-game win
streak is a toll order. That will require a
big upset over Trenton (8-0), ranked No.
4 in Class BB. But Franklin did just that
two years ago when Trenton also was
unbeaten through elght games, 24-15,
The Patriots were 6-3 that your, howeyv:
cr. PICKS; The Trojans avoid the upset
thls time.

Thurston at Qarden Clty: The Eagles
{5-3) tost a shootout with Ypsiiontl Jost
vieek but ¢an finish with a fine record by
winning the scason finate. Thurston beat
Gatden City last year, 42-7. The
Cougars (1-7) are coming off a enc-
slaed 1oss to playofthopeful Allen Park.
PICKS: The Eagles improve upon fast
year's 54 record.

Canton vs. Salem ot CEP: The under.
dogt has a history of pulling the upsel in
1his backyard rivalry, The favorite lsn't
50 clear cut this year, but Salem (4-4)
daes have o better record than Conton
(2:6}. As for past games, thare was
1988 when Canton beat Salem for the
first time, 21-14. The Chiefs finished 3-
G, the Rocks 6-3. In 1993, Salem rallied
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from a 22:7 halftime deficit to win 23-
22, Joy Perko scored with 1:37 remaln-
ing in the game, and Rob Shcptey fan for
the crucini two-polnt conversion. That
storted o string of five sirolght Salem
victotlcs, incluging 0 10-7 win last year.
Conton’s tpst victory was a 21-0 deci:
sion In 1992. PICKS: The Rocks extand -
Wit winning streuk.

SATURDAY GAMES
(all tlmos 1 p.m, unloss noted)

Clarencovllio nt Uiggett: The Trojons
{6-2, §2) are having thelr best seasen
in years but necd another win to keep
alive thelr outside playoff hopes in Class
CC. Clarencevllle 1ailback Walter
Rogland wili tey fo outduel Nick Mait-
Iand, who has galned mere than 1.000
yatds for the Knights (5-3, 4-3), The Tio-
jons also should keep an eye on
Uggett’s Ware! Howasli, who scored
theee touchdowns Saturddy agalnst
Lutheran Westland. PICKS: Emons likes
the visitors In this one, but 0‘Meara
goes wilh the nome team.

Lutheran Wald, ot Harpor Woods: The
prospects for a victory in 1998 don’t
look 100 promising for the Wartiors (08,
07}, wha face the second place team in
the Metro Conference in their 1ast
game, The only team to defeat Harper
Woods {7-1, 6:1) was Lutheron North.
PICKS: The Ploncers produce anather
win.
Lakelond nt Farmington: The Falcons
{5-3), who recelved o forfcit victory after
1t was fearned Novi used an ineligible
player in the first game, can finish with
their best record since 1994 with one
more win. That seems hikely to happen
since Farmington has never lost to Loke-
land {1-7), Farmington kickes Stephen
Wayne could be very busy Saturdoy.
He's a member of the soccer lean,
which could be playing, for 2 regienal
title at Southgale Anderson at 11 a.m.
If that's the case, bo’s not Dkely to
make i1 back in timo for the opening
Kickoff, but he should be avoilable if the
Falcons nced him agaln. They did last
week when ho kicked'three field goals,
including the game-winncr with 2:54
remaining, 1o beat Northville, 23-20.
PICKS: [t won't be as close as last
wecek, The Falcons have  little casier
time,

Howell ot N, Farmington: The High-
landets (5-3) were one of the presenson
favorites In the Kensington Vatiey Can.
ference and are having a good yeor
despite not winning the title, North
knocked off Howell, 16-10, last year 1o
finish 63, bul the Highlanders could do
the same this year. Joe Carpenter had a
blg game (2B3 yords fushing and four
touchdowns) In Rowell’s 33.7 win over
Ann Arbor Hurdn last week, PICKS: The
Highlanders take the high road to viclo-
ty.
Country Day at Harrlson: A win over

the Yellow fackets has setved as o
springboard Into the playotfs for the
Howks (8:0) the last two yeats, The
newly-crowned Western Lakes champs
hope to do it agam 05 they prepare 10
defend theie Class A crown. Harrison
won last year, 286, The Howks can’t be
looking ahead 1o the post-seasan, how-
ever. Country Day {(4-4) always has tal-
cnt aad the potential to win, which it

did Saturdoy, 4G-0 over Mantpelicr

(Onio). PICKS: Harrlson goes 90 for the

ninth time in school history.

Rodford CC vs. O.L. St. Mory's, 7 p.m.
at tha Pontlac Silvordome: The Sham-
rocks {7-0) have been eager for o
rematch with the £aglets {7-1). Coach
Tom Mach undoubtedly will remind them
of their 24.20 loss to St. Mary's last
year, which cost CC the Central-West
divislon championship and & chance 10
defend its Cathotlc League title. ¥he
Shamrocks haven't lost since then while
winning 1heir last 14 games. St. Mary's
moved to the Central-East this year, so
1his year's game will be for the league
champlonship (if CC needs any added
motivation). The Eaglets had a big game
Saturday. beating Brother Rice in their
showdown for the division title, 34-13.

- PICKS: O'Mcata takes a chance and
.picks St. Mary’s. Emons predicts a CC
win. N

FOOTBALL

MHSAA COMPUTER RANKINGS
CLASS AA REQION 2
1. Lake Otlon (7-13 97,750
2. Brghton (7-1] 95,054
3. Romeo (7-1} 93.625
4. Westland John Glonn (7-1) D1.676
5. Montoe (7-1) 91.750
G. Clarkston (6-2) 86.500
7. Wlled Lake Western (7-1) B3.875
8. Temperanco Dedtord {G-2) 72.375
9, Ann Atbor Proncer (5-3) 67.107
10. South Lyon {5-3) 66.304
LASS AA REQION 3
1. Rndiord Cathollc Centrat {70) 100.714
2, Troy (7-1) 89.750
3. Dettoit Cass Teeh (7-1) 99,143
4. Detront Henry Ford (7-1} 96.750
6. Dearborn Fordson {7-4) 91,750
6. Blrmingham Orother Rico (G-2) 77.714
7. Detralt Mumtord {5-3) 72,963
8, Detroit Aedford (5-3) 65.000
CLASS A REQION 3
2. Farmington Harrison ((-0) 112.000
2. Dearorn (T-1) 93,750
3, Redlord Unioa (80) 53.000
4. Allen Pork {7-1) B5.875
5. Saline (7-1) 85.750
0. Hartland |6.2) 82,911
7. Fenton (6-2) B2.125
8. Walerord Ketterlng (0-2) 75.375
9. Yesllonn {5-3) 58.625
10. Farmiagton {44) B7.744
CLASS CC REGION 4
1.Copax (BO) 74.443
2. Montoss (74 66.750
3. Almoat {7-1) 59.018
4. Goodrlch (7-1) 57.750
5. Riverview Gablel Richard (7-1) 7,375
6. Pigeon Lakar (6:2) 54,375
7. Hapoleon (82 53.875
8. Clarsncevilla {82} 52.500
9. Ciinton (53} 53.714
10. East Jackson (5-3) 44.625
LASS D REQION 4
1. Redford 81, Agstha (6-2) 41.104
2. Detrolt Hoty Redoomer (53} 38.786
3, Peck {53 33.375
4 Centet Line 51, Clement (4-4) 33.000




