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. MrADOW D20OK TUZATRE
Classlic: Stacie Guerreso (Helen Keller) and Lauren
Dowden (Annie Sullivan) in Meadow Brook Theatre’s
production of William Gibson's “The Miracle Worker.”
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Cast works ‘Miracle’ with Gibson play

Meadow Brook Theatre pre-
senta “The Miracle Worker,”
through Sunday, Nov. 15 at
Meadow Brook Theatre in Wilson
Hall, Qakland Univerasity,
Rochester. Tickets $24-836, call
{248) 877-3300.

BY MARY JANE DOERR
BPECIAL WRITER

Meadow Brook Theatre's “The
Miracle Worker,” is a gripping
look into the intimate lives of @
dysfunctional poat-Civil War
Alabama family coping with the
impossible. An ncute congestion
of the stomach and brain hos left
an infant daughter with two
crippling disabilities. Now the
unruly blind, deaf and mute 7-
year-old is ruling tho houschold
with food throwing tantrumsa
and screaming fits. The {amily
placates hor with candy.

Miracles, liko beauty though,

aroc magnified in the eyes of the
beholder.  This wonderful
Willinm Gibson classic geta its
impnct through the cluse up and
personal view of the miracle that
tock place between the unman-
ageable, and anything but dumb
Helen Keller and the indefatiga-
ble Annie Sullivan.

Mendow Breok Theatre's pro-
duction gets its impact from
Lonuren Dowden’s prominent
portrayal of the Irish Annie,
Helen's famous and once blind
teacher. Dowden gains favor with
the audience with her humorous
manner of enying her lines and
the favor of the Kellers (skepti-
cal of the Annic's tough love
approach) when she teaches
Helen to fold o napkin. Dowden
is spontancous in the way she
plays the famous dining room
scens with Stacie Guerreso os
Helen. Her responses to Peter
Aylward’s harsh Captain Keller

character drama about adultery,
featuring razor sharp perfor-
mances from the theater's artis-
tic, director Guy Sanville and
Sandra Birch and John Lepard,
actors who have become part of
the Purple Rose informal compa-
ny of regional talent.

Ribant said tho theater is ded-
icated to producing local play-
wrights,

“We've looked around and
tried to get plays developed. Wo
got about 200 scripts a year
from playwrighta asking if we
can produce them,” he said. “We
try to discover works that have
something to say.”

A recent coup came this past
winter when nationally recog-
nized playwright Lanford Wilaon
brought his new play “Boak of
Days" to the Purple Rose for its
debut production, Danicls has a
longstanding relationship with
tho Pulitzer Prize-winning play-
wright, having appeared in sev-
oral of his plays on Broadway
and television. Ribant said
“Book of Days” helped bring
national attention to The Purple

Roso.
Ribant has been with the Pur-
ple Roge from the beginning and
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yily.

need to know the New Jersey Jokes and what
matters in midtown Manhattan Is not that Impor-
tant. We do have a Midwestern voice, things that
relate to working class people, people who've
decided to make Michigan thelr home.’

Alan Ribant

Purple Rose Managing Director

his story is similar to Danicls’,
He is a native of Detroit and a
graduate of Wayne State Univer-
sity. He worked in sales for sev-
eral Broadway productiona and
then decided he wanted to come
home. He found the commercinl
New York theater wasn't inter-
ested in doing non-musical the-
ater. Ribant said even Neil
Simon has been forced to tako
his plays off-Broadway.

Ribant said the New York the-
ater scene is also centered
around the Big Apple.

“People here in the Midwest
don't necessarily need to know
the New Jersey jokes and what
matters in midtown Manhattan
i8 not that important,” Ribant

snid. “We do have a Midwestern
voice, things that relate to work-
ing clnss people, people wheo've
decided to make Michigan their
home”

The Garage Theatre has a hia-
tory as well,

“This building has been here
in Chelaca for 70 years. In the
1920s, it was o garage to store
Oldsmobiles as a dealership
owned by Jeff’s grandfather.
Then it fell out of the Danicls
family hands and was a plumb-
ing company, a pizzeria and a
bus and truck garage,” Ribant
said.

Daniels bought the building
and apent $300,000 turning it
into an intimate 119 sent the-

back to the theater company for
$1ayear.

It is a smnll but comfortable
place where the audience is
close to the action, A capital
development program will
expand the seating to 170 by
odding a row of scata on all
three sides without destroying
tho special intimacy.

‘Tho theater operates on a $1.1
raitlion budget, raising half from
ticket sales.

In nddition to providing pro-
fessivnal playwrights, directora,
designers and actors an opportu-
nity to work, the theater all has
an apprentice program to help
train five full-time apprentices
ocach year. Tho program was
developed by Daniele based on
his experience working at New
York's famous Circle Rep,

In scven years, tho theater hos
attracted 169,000 people to its
tiny space. The biggest hit has
been Daniels' UP hunting come-
dy “Eacanaba in Da Moonlight,”
for which crowds would line up
outaide hoping to get o ticket.

Continuing his dedication to
producing in Michigan, Daniels
hopes to turn “Escanaba” into a
movie made in Michigan with
Michigan tnlent.
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“Boom Town” i scheduled to
run through Nov. 28; followed by
world premicre of “The Hole,” by
Wendy Hammond, Jan. 28
through March 20; “The Big
Slam,” a comedy by Bill Corbett,
April 8 through May 30; and
“Criminnl Genius,” a comedy by
George F. Walkes, July 1 through
Aug. 22,

85 per person
Lunch Avallable

(No strollers, please)
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s from around the country together for

One Incredible Weekend of Shopping

45 great shop

are well timed.

Chris Ann Voudoukis foils
these two with n soft version of
mothor Kate. As the sarcastic
brothor James, Adam Rochkind
is o solid foren that finally brings
about the turning point in the
plot. Sandra Love Aldridge
makes & kindly maid. Ashloy
Calhoun, Garrott Gooch, and
Lujuana Lightfoot as Martha,
Percy, and Juanita add a light
hearted charm to tho atery, soR-
ening its soverity. Katherinae
Hardy, Katic Johnston, and
Claire Kander as the threo blind
children aroc worthy of mention,

Unlike in the intenso 1962
film, this Meadow Brook produc-
tion, with its homey Victorian
setting by Peter W. Hicks, and
Debra I, Wicks' direction, dwells
on the captivating reality of the
story, benefiting from tho play'’s
infallible theatrieality. Of

course, Helen, played by 10-year
old Guerreso is the heart of the
atory. She must learn only ono
syllable to one word for this
entire rale but acting out Helen's
aggrension is demanding.

Guerreso does it with static
oyes, an expressionless face,
darting movements that startle
and lots of screaming. Later in
life, Helen hersclf turned all that
screaming into audible speech to
become a world famous lecturer
~ after she graduated from Rad-
cliffe College with honora.

The miracle in this play takes
place when Helen conceptualizes
the relationship between finger
spolling and objects, which
unfortunately takes place behind
tho well instead of in front of it
where everyone can sco Guerre-
go. Despite that, she turns those
fow moments, when Helen iden-
tifies the apelling of water, into a
Kleenex moment.
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would see it to be cool and let me
explore nnd go to another labe!
where I'd have freedom to be ere-

Sen Dog wrote scven songa
with Cypress Hill and five of
them ended up on *IV."

Hopefully on the next album,

ative,” Sen Dog

It worked and SX-10 is now
signed to Elcktra, he said. Sen
Dog alao folt that it was time
that the public heard from him.

“They only heard the Cypress
Hill point of view. A lot of things
have been said and done. I had
been away from tho hip-hop
gscene for awhile. 1 thought
maybe it was time to show up a
little bit and let peoplo know I'm
atill around and that I'm up to a
bunch of other things.”

“I had to start with the
Cypress Hill album.”

“IV™ iz a bone-chilling album cf
graphic atreet scenarios shroud-
ed in gloomy soundscapes of hip-
hop, rock and jozz courtesy of DJ
Muggs (Lawrence Muggoerud).
Rappere B-Real {Louis Freeso)
and Scn Dog trade off on songs
such as the gangsta homage
“Steel Magnolia™ and “Looking
Through the Eye of a Pig.”

“Muggse is the one who puts
together all the muaic. I just
showed up and wroto verses and
stuff to songs. That's my part of
it. In my other band, I'm more
directly involved in writing the
music and formatting and all
that.”

Still, Cypresa Hill works as n
cohesive unit, Sen Dog said.

“We don’t jam anything that
nobody else digs. If samebody’s
not vibing into it, we usually
don't go with it. It's like, here's o
track and if 'm vibing with it
really strong or if I have a medi-
um vibe, I have to perform on it,”
ho said.

Saturday, Nov. 14 9am-6pm
Sunday, Nov. 15 10am-5pm

Free Parking and Shutile

Cranbrook Educatlonal Community
1221 N. Woodward, Blooifield Hills

Proceeds from Giftorama support Cranbrook Kingswood School.
Save $1 on Admission. Bring this ad!

111 have more of a bigger role
vocally and things like that.”

After burning through a sald-
out Smokin’ Grooves show at
Pine Knob in Inte July, Cypress
Hill is returning to play the
1,000-capacity St. Andrew's Hall.
Although unaware that his band
is gigging ot a small club, Sen
Dog said he's thrilled to do that.

“I'm not really directly
involved in the gigs and stuff
like that. But that's a cool thing
to do. It's cool to do the big are-
nas or the omall stadiuma or
whatever. But when you get
down in front of the small joint
like it used to be in the carly
days, that’s cool.”

For Sen Dog, it will even be
cooler to do his own thing and
tour with 8X-10,

“It's a totnl live thing,” Sen
Dog eaid of SX-10, “We bring the
guitars and drums and every-
thing. We get hord at times with
the raps but it has a real *70s8
metal fecl with a bit of funk and
rap in there. That's the formula 1
guess.”

In contrast, DJ Muggs is the
sola provider of music for
Cypress Hill's live showa.

“I have faith that down the
line I'll be able to put out music
that’s gonna make people take
notice of my talents. [ want to be
a musician and do what makes
me happy the most which is per-
form and hopefully ene day have
fun again,”
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