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Humor is no
strangoer to
singer/ song-
writer  Stevao
Poltz. His songe
with his band
the Rugburns
caver the ABCs
of love and tree-
hugging hippics.
On  hisn  solo
album “One Left
Shoe” (Mereury),
he compares his love to Impala
cars.

So, it's jood to know that he's
keeping his humor in check with
an all-male singer/fsengwriter
acoustic tour he has dubbed
*Frasicr Fair” (Get it, Lilith,
Frasicr.) But the basis behind
the tour isn’t s0 funny. It's the
bookend to Lilith Fair, celebrat.
ing the male singer/songwriter.

*“The women have opened the
door for men. No male
ginger/songwriter has broken
big. There have been bands but
po males. It's an homage to it
{Litith Fnir). It's a compliment te
the fact that the name has
become a household name.*Five

$
CHRISTINA
Fuoco

years ago, nobody knew who
Lilith was except for a character
on televinion,” Poltz explained.

A few women, however, took
offense to the name.

“I think they've had one too
many cups of coffec. They're
(Lilith performers) our older sib-
lings, 1 think it's more of o way of
praising them., Gee, I should be
one of the spin doctors for Clin-
ton. I can put a positive spin on
everything. Too bad I can't put o
positive spin on the Padrea get-
ting swept in the World Series.”

The tour he dubs “Frasier
Fair” visits the 7th House in
Pontinc on Wednesday, Nov. 4,
with Poltz, farmer Toad the Wet
Sprocket frontmun Glen Phillips,
Pete Dropge nnd punk legend
John Doe.

Poltz created the idea for
“Frasicr Fair” after touring with
fellow singer/sonmvriters Rufus
Wainwright and Lisa Loch.

“I decided to get four guys
together and get out on the rond
and put together a show, We
could fill bigger venues than we
would normally play that way."

All he needed was a line-up.

Poltz met Doe at the Mercury
Records offices where the former
X member was visiting {riends,
He was introduced to Droge
through friends, and he and
Phillips share the same booking
agent.

Droge, on the road supporting
hia rocking third album “Spacey
and Shakin’ " (Epic), snid it's nice
to tour with peers,

“It's not only coo) to watch
them play every night but it's
cool te sit in the van and talk
about music, the music businesy
and your carcer. It's been really
enlightening and cducational,”
said Droge, best known for his
song “If You Don’t Love Me, Il
Kill Myseif” from the movie
“Dumb and Dumber”

“We spent 14 hours in the van
yesterday. John talked about life
in the movie business, because
he's been in a few films. Glenn
talked about his experienced
with Tond the Wet Sprocket. We
talked nbout what we wanted to
do next.”

There's no star treatment here.

“We're all existing on a very
DIY (do-it-yourself} level. Theres

Combustible Edison wants out
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The Millionnire dacsn't want
to sound like “the misunderstood
pop star” but he's frustrated with
people stuck in the rut of the
lounge culture.

*One of my feelings about the
gwing movement is it's great
that peaple are learning how to
dance. But how come nobody
makes up their own steps. They
just learn the ones they saw in
the Gap ad. Somebody had to
make up that one.” The Million-
aire explained.

“We're hoping that we're call-
ing on people to progress, We're
hioping to open up this sort of for-
gotten bywny of American cul-
ture nnd rehabilitate its reputa-
tion.”

When the martini lounge
soundtrack band, who scored the
music for the Quentin Tarantino-
produced “Four Rooms,” toured
overseas, it noticed that fans
weren't trying to latch ento some
fost culture. Listeners just took
the music for what it was. They
accepted Combustible Edison’s
high class ways of sipping murti-
nis und dressing their best.

“We just don’t feel anymore o
part of that (the swing move-
ment) than anything else. Al
along we've been trying to propel
certnin values nnd qualitics of
things, stylistic affectations. But
predictably that’s showbiz. You
hook on to the stylistic thing. You

'} foe} embarrassed doing a lot of these Inter-
views because I feel liko 1 sound like one of the
most odious byproducts of popular culture.’

The Millionaire

Combustible Edison

glom onto that first, and then it
(the music) sinks in."

Just then, the musician with
the bald head and sharp nose,
stops.

“I feel embarrassed deing a ot
of these interviews because 1 feel
Yike 1 sound like one of the most
odious byproducts of popular cul-
ture. 1 don't want to sound like
‘the misunderstood pop star. The
audience are fools. They don’t
understand my ort,’ ™ The Mil
lionaire said.

“But with that mania, that's
not what we mean, Obviously
we're not making oursclves clear.
That's the problem with human
communication in any form. But
that's fine, you know. I'd take
that over anything else on the
radio. Better jump, jive and wail
than Stone Temple Pilots.”

In an effort to steer away from
that, Combustible Edison
brought on board producer/fenyi-
neer John Holbrook, who mas-
tered The Who's “Tommy,” and
Jimi Hendrix's “Electric Ludy-
land,” and “Scanner” who served
as “dubmaster-general” te work
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“Be1oveD’ WILL SWIM IN YOUR BLOODSTREAM
AND Ecro THROUGH YOUR BONES.”

Michael Wilmington, CHICAGO TRIBUNE

“Majestic, Confounding And Rich With Secrets. ”

Edward Guthmann, SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

“Jonathan Demme Has Made A Movie That Plunders

And Enriches The Cinematic Vocabulary.”
TIME MAGAZINE

“Beloved” Is Triumphant.”
Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE
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on its latest album “The Impossi-
ble World” {Sub Pop).

“For us, this whole record was
like starting all over again,
When we first started, we didn't
know how people would react to
it. We didn't know if anybody
would like it. It was extremely
possible thut nobody would like
it or us. That period waos, at least
for me, an emotionul halocaust,”
The Mitlionaire explained.

“But things turned out great,
Now we've had lineup changes
and we're drastieally tinkering
with the formula, I we wanted
to make n commercial move, we
would have done the exact oppo-
site of what we did. We're trying
to strip ourselves of nll these
retro associations. We didn't like
them in the first place. But we
could have cashed in and pliyed
them up completely”

“i'he Impossible World™ marks
the first time that Providence,
.-based Combustible Edison
used outside producers,
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one crew guy. We're changing our
own puitar strings, loading our
own cquipment. It's nice to get
away from that rock star mental-
ity. It's fun to get back to basics,”
Droge said.

The tour comes at a perfect
time for Poltz. He's about to head
to Australin to open for ex-girl-
friend nnd songwriting partner
Jewel. (He co-wrote “You Were
Meant For Me” with ber) And p
second song from hia album,
“Good Merning {Wakin' Up With
You)” will be featured in the Fox
television show “Party of Fiv

Naw that he's organized o way
of bringing attention to male
singer/songwriters, Poltz has o
new goal. '

*My newest gonl for the next
five years is to maybe have twa
kids. I'th name the boy Trailer
und the middle name Purk, so
he'll be Trailer Park Poltz. T1L
name the girl Flower and her
middle name Pot, so she'll be
Flower Pot Poltz. They'll be the
cutest kids, They'll have Kool-
Aid stains on their lips, and eat-
ing Slim-Jims and drinking
Youhoo.”

of lounge

“We'd just like leave the room
and he'd do things to them (the
songs). Usually, we're like, ‘Ob
great.” But this time we said,
“You guys are the pros. Make
Jot of suggestions.” We're paying
them so we were a lot more open
to making changes in our songs,”
The Millionaire expluined.

“Unlike any of our previous
records, this one was written
exclusively to be a record first
We'd figure out how to play it
later”

The result is a seductive, hyp-
notizing blend of science fiction
and barsque stylings. Com-
bustible Edison fans will be able
to take in the sonic landscape of
smooth sounds on Friday, Oct.
30, st the Mil) Street Entry.
Despite being a little jnded about
his band's trendy followers, The
Millionaire is looking forward to
bitting the road.

“That's where we make our liv-
ing. Being at home is like being
under siege. Economic sanctions
were imposed on us,” he said
d:

ryly.
Combustible Edison performs
Friday, Oct, 30, at the Mill Strect
Entry below Clutch Cargo’s, 65
E. Huron St., Pontiac. Doors open
at 9 pan. Tickets ure available at
Ticketmaster for the 18 and older
vor more infarmation, call
12362, (248) 6156666,
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STREET SCENE

Songwriter has fun with ‘Lilith’ at his Frasier Fair’

o S———

ANl he needs now s to find &
waman,

“1 want her to be a secretary
for the WWE"

Tickets are available at Ticket-
master outlets for the perfor-
mances from Glenn Phillips,
Steve Poltz, John Doe and Pete
Droge, Wednesday, Nov. 4, at the
7th House, 7 N. Saginaw, Ponti-
ac. Doors open at 7 pun. for the
18 and older show. For more
information, call (248) 335-8100,
(248) 645-6666 or visit http:/ ]
wiew 96 Imelt.com.

Horror film aficiunado Rob
Zombie isn't too please
enliber of movices released recent-
1y in that genre - “Scream,”
“Scream 2,"*1 Know What You
Did Last Summer,” or “Urban
lagends.”

*I den’t like any of that stuff.
It's just a bunch of kidy waiting
to be stabbed,” Zombie said.

So, this Haolloween the White
Zumbie founder would like to
offer o better suggestion,

*I love so many of them that T
don’t have onc particular
fuvarite. The last one I saw was
cool. It was “The Legend of the

Seven Golden Vampires.” It's an |
older movie that got released on”
video. It's a kung fu borrer movie,”
soid Zombie, who plays a sald-out
show ot the State Theatre
Wednesday, Nov. 4, with Monster
Mugmet and Fear Factory.

The movie moy not be casy to
find in local video stores, but
infarmation about *The Legend
of the Seven Golden Vampires™ is
availuble at bttp// welcome.to/”
hammer. films.

Misc. -
No Doubt has Jaunched its offi-
cinl Web wite, No Doubt Land, at -
http:/nodoubt.com. The band is
ing on its fourth album, ten-
scheduled for release in

mid-1999.

Christina Fuoco is the pop
music reporter for The Qbserver
& Eccentric Newspapers. If you
have a question or comment for
her, you can leave her a message
at (73:4) Y53-2047, mailbox No.
or write to her at The |
er & Eecentric Newspa-
3251 Schooleraft, Livonia,
18150, or cfuocs@ oe.
hotmecomaor.net.
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Celebrating new album: Combustible Edison brings the
smooth sounds of “The Impossible World™ to the Mill
Street Lounge below Clutch Cargo’s in Pontiac.
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“No movie event this year s
more likely to raise hell

than ‘HAPPINESS."

~Peter Teavers, BOLUING STOKE

“Subtly savage...bvilly funny!"
“Nilarious, shocking and completely
unforgettable... Just might be the

[} o« N
voar's hoct mavie,

~TIHE OUT HEW YORK

“The ultimate black comedy."

~Richard Corfss, THEHAGATIRE
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