From aristocracy
to the masses: The
glimmer of Tiffany

tep inside the Meadow Brook

Gallery and discover the rarefied

air of carly 20th-century Ameri-
can aristocracy emanating from the
exhibit, “Tiffany: Essence of Light.”

By all indications, the exhibit has

been a popular and criticnl success.
Taking a cue frem Robin Leach, the
masses have turned out to goze at
what you get when you can pay any

rice.

According to Meadow Brook Hall
Curator Ann Friedman, ottendance
for the exhibit has excecded expecta-
tions, nnd more than a few art critics
have written rave reviewa.

Apparently, the first-ever collabora-
tion between Meadow Brook Hall and
Meadow Brook Gallery has been an
unqualified success.

Friedman expecta that this is the
begi: il ofa r i
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par
although she isn't
certain exactly
when or what the
next collaborative
exhibit will be.
The display of
glass vases, light-
ing shades and
Inmps created by
Louis Tiffany, and
purchased by
Matilda Dodge
Wilson for her
Grosse Pointe

What: *Tiffany:
Essence of
Light,” from the
Meadow Brook
Hall Collection
‘Whan: Through
Sunday, Nov, 15
‘Whare: Mcadow
Brook Art
Gallery, across
from Meadow
Brook Theotre
In Wiison Hal,

Ookland Tudor-atyle man-
Universlty, sion, offcrs n view
RW""‘E"" of where the deco-
Hours: 15 DM, | rntive arts merge
Tuesday-Frlday: | yiy fine art.
2:6:30 p.m. (Dodge commia-
 Soturday- sioned the building
Sunday, {248} of Mcadaw Brook
370-3140 Hall in the mid
1920s.)

But there’s something more lurking
behind the glass surface of stained
and slenderly sculptured glass.

Call it the prism of history.

Organic forms

Friedman, whe arrived to her post
in August from the Getty Muscum,
called Tiffany a “transitional artist.”

In 1882, Tiffany was one of a hand-
ful of nrtists sclected to redecorate
the Whitc House for President
Chester Arthur. (Yes, his father owned
Tiffany & Co,, the famous jewelry and
silver firm, which he Iater took over.)

As the prevailing lnte-Victorian
ornamental style grew oncrous,
Tiffany searched for a more simple
oxpression. A style, he explained, that
reflected the organic farms of nature,

Trained as a painter, Tiffany decid-
ed to work with glnss because of what
he recognized as the potentinl impact
for the emerging medium.

With the invention of Impression-
ism, photography in its infancy and
mass clectrical lines yet to be
inatalled, Tiffany realized that glass
waa the ideal material to reflect the
fleeting qunlities of light and move-
ment that was cnptivating the world.

Please see CON 'ERSATIONS, C5

‘Proto Kt Tix TIUER
Refined: A slender floral vase
is among the 36 pieces in the
| exhibit of Louis Tiffany’s glass

‘[ artistry.
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Anat: 47th Annual Jewlsh Book
alr

‘When; Saturday, Nov. 7 to Sunday,

v,

| Whare: Jowian Community Center,

GO0 W, Maple Road, Wast Dloom-
fo1d, (248) $61-1000

Where: Jimmy Prentls Morris Build-
ing, 15100 W. 10 Mile Road, Oak
Park; (248) 9674030

Evoats at Jowlsh Community Cen

tar uniass notod.

Preavents

& 8 p.m. Wadnosday, Nov. 4 - Dr,

Henry Graenspan, suthor of “On

Ustening to Holocsust Suryivors®
7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 5 - Author

Fredaric Brenner, suthar of

*Jews/Amatica/Represcatation,”

od author Ron Agam, suihor of

“At the Wail,” Jaaice Charan

Epsteln Museun/Gallery

Book Falr Events.

B8 pm. Salurcay, Kov, 7 - Diane
Voo Furstenberg. outhor of *Diang:
A Signstura Ufs”

B Sunday, Nov. 8 - 11 &.m., Ot.

.., Kotherine Wyta Goldman; 4
p.m,. Gamini Conc ert Jimmy Pren-
tis Morls Building: 6:30 p.m., Jo-
trey Weiss: B p.m... Rubbl Brodiey
Bleofeld fimmy Prentis Morrls
Bullding: 8 p.m. Noomi Ragen.
M MoaGay, Nov, 9 ~ 10 a.m. Jewlsh
Community Centor, 1 p.m. Ji
Prentis Morris Duilding, Yitta Hol
aan; 4 9., Susan [800cs;
6:30 pm. Rich Cohan; B p.m.,
Aoburt Rockaway Jimmy Prentls
Motils Buli@ing; 8 p.m.. Thomas
Cehill

M Wednescay, Nav. 13 - 10 .m.

6€:30 p.m,, Anita Dlamant:8 p.m.,
Brod Meltzer; 8 .m., Sandy
Schrelor Jimmy Prentis Morris
Buliding.

# Thuraday, Nov. 12 = 10 a.m.
Jowlsh Community Centae & 1

-1 pan. Jimany Prentls Marris Buiid-

Ing, Peart Abesham; 12 p.m., Nor-
man Cantor; 6:30 p.m., Howard
Qlum; 8 Rebbetzin Esthot
Sung .., U.S. fiep, John

Lowls.
M Friday, Hov, 13- 10 a.m., Gl
‘| Marks.

M Seturdy, Nov. 14 - B pm.,
Wendy Wassorsteln

L)  Nov, 15+ 11 3.m. Jow-
Ish Commubity Centor & 1
p.m.Jimany Preatls Morrls Bullding,
Stapben Dubnes: 1 p.m,, Corline
Staviah; 3 p.m., Michoai Lowen-
1hal; 8:30 p.m., Nsom! 18
.. Michael Modved

Nota: Children & tamily programe
heldonNov. B2 & 33,

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN

BIAFY WRITER
lchomin@oc.homecomm.net

John Hortom believes ns strongly today as he did in 1990
that an empty bowl is a powerful metaphor for hunger,

An art teacher at Bloomfield Hills Lahser High Schoal,
Hartom held the first Empty Bowls event to fight hunger

¢
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sho'll have her photo taken for a news-

papor article, Andi Wolfe renches
instinctively for her lip gloss, then puck-
ors far the camera.

Without missing a beat, Wolle's part-
nar, Sylvia Gotlib, poses o sclf-deprecat-
ing challenge: "OK, we'll have to pick my
best side. Do I have one?”

‘Then, Wolfo and Gotlib do what they da
every chance they got — laugh long and
hard, Quips roll out so fost that a high-
speed stenographer would have to nsk.
them to slow down.

Try if you dare to get them to shift to a
lower gear, but there's really no chance.
They begin, finish and interrupt each |
other’s sentences with an incessant gig-
glo. Sidekicks on a misslon, ©+ -2

-Woalfe and Gotlib, co-chaira of this -

I n tho holf-moment after hearing that

NZANQ e

rovenzano@oe.homecom.uef

.to a Wilma and Betty comparison. And

. becoming chair of the event five yoars

‘Wolfe and Gotlib wore calling

weok's 47th Annual Jewish Book Fair,
aren’t your typical comedy team; X
although apparently, a healthy dose of
humor is central to everything they do.”
‘We'ro not talking Lucy and Etkel. Nyet

there's not the slightest resemblancoe to
misfits Laverne and Shirley.

With Wolfe and Gotlib, we're talking
the hand-and-glove team of efficiency and
high-energy. Word and page. Book and
binding. :

*“Sylvia reads books and I eollect them,”
said Wolfe, who firat volunteered s a t;
ist for the book fair, and, as she .
explained, couldn’t say “No" alt the way to

ago."- .
- X fow dnyn before tho book fair opened,

STAT? $HOTO Y Tou HOFINTTZR

Taking Inventory: Andi Wolfe, (left) and Sylvia Gotlib are co-chairs nf this year's Jewish
Book Fair, which features 50 national and 20 local authors, and more than 12,000

ir creates a literary community
iS'I'AF-F WhITER

who still hadn't sent books, processing
orders, organizing book cases — borrowed
from Borders - nnd training two dozen
volunteers in the high art of customer
service.

“Book sellers aren’t threatened by us,”
said Gotlib. *During the book fair (somo
local sellera) might lose sonie revenue.
But everyone benefits when you promote
literacy”

The book fuir requires year-long plan-

. ning. If anyone was noticing, overtime

kicked in about a month ago. Neither .

Wolfe and Gotlib, both of whoin are full-
time volunteers, flinch at the long houra
and endless details to present tho oldest
and Inrgest Jewish book fair in the coun-

try.
“It's a paper-trail nightmare,” said

Ploaeo see FAIR, C2

Local authors grapple with time

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
BTAPP WRITER

fprovenzano@oc.bomocom.nct

Steven Weiss has gotten pretty good at
looking for ercativo loopholes,

Indeed, he spends his days pondoring
legal positiona at the Bloomiield Hills law
offices of Hortz, Schram & Saretsky, or
arguing his client’s caso in court.

As a litigation attornoy, however, the

" holes he discovers have nothing to do with

lawyerlike legerdemain.

The “creative Ioopholes” that Weisa
finda have to do with pinpointing “writing
T ~1 HoldIng on:

H :}i} Author
Steven Weiss
has held on
to a dream
of becoming
a novelist.
His first '
book, “The
Farewell
Principle,”
was pub-

P 14 I‘iahed in

time” in an excruciatingly busy schedule’ glow down: Dr.

Stephen Bert-
man'’s book,
“Hypercul-
20 local authors spotlighted in'this year's fyre,” ig
among the -
mt;’st com-
elling at

fhis year’s book
fair. . :

which led to finishing his novel, “The
Farewell Principle,” published in August
by Sterling House.

‘Weiss of West Bloomfield is anong the

Jewish Book Fair. Woiss will give a formal
talk on his book at the Jewish Communi-
ty Center on Monday, Nov, 9.

Another attornoy turned novelist comes
to mind when reading Weiss' crime-fiction,
page-turner. .

“I hopa the book is & Grisham-type with
a soulful meszage,” said Weiss, who point-
ed to the book’s theme of racisl tolorance,

Actuaily, it took a great deal of toler-
ance, and, especially, discipline for Weiss
to pull himself to the word processor aftor
his four sona (ages 2, 6, 8 and 10) went to
bed, and his wife wanted o companion to
watch “ER,” anid Weiss. . RIS

The drive to “create a story and send
sour message” without being confined by
legal technicalities and a client's con-
tentiona is nothing short of liberating,
sald Wolzs, . ’
*+ “Right now, I can’t give up my day job,”.
ho apid. “Writing fiction enables me to
write crentively and about what I want to
‘write about.” .

: ) ’ y
BTAYY FHOTO BY JEAKY ZOLINERT

[ ‘Empty Bowls’

?lem s00 AUTHORS, C2

Local authors and thelr new books
B Dr. Stephen Bertman, “Hypercullure: The Human
Cost of Speed™
WEdith Covensky, *Poetics”
M Berl Folbaum, “A Matter of Precedents®
M Unda Grekin, “Lost and Found: The Sense of Direc-
tlon Book™
 Ronald D. Honigman, “University Secrets: Your Gulde
to Surviving a College Education®
M Losi Kiisman Eills, *Laughing While Learning™
M Robert Leyin, *The Lizard and the Fly™
W Cloize Levine, *The Bud That Stoys: Poctry, Prose
ond Drawings®
W Ky Moss, *The Rights of Women and Girls: Hand- |«
book for Young Americans®
R|TIh Penfit, "Art Media. . . What 10 do with it?*
& Jerry Tovlas, “tmma Child Protector™
en Wachsberger, *Boaned Books™
W Steve ), Weiss, “The Forewell Principle”
W Ronald M. Yolles end Murray Yolles, “You'se Relired,
Now What? Money Skills for a Comfariatle Retite-

to fight hunger

gragsroots movement to involve potters in an effort to allevi-
ate hunger by sending packets of information to friends and
family notionwide. Hartom and Blackburn chose World Food
Day, Oct. 16, an annual commemoration of the United
Nation's Foad and Agriculture Organization, by which to
raise one million dollars to feed the hungry.

“We began sending letters and telling everyone one we

cight years ago after the school district
instituted a community service require-
ment for students. That first yenr Hartom
and his students made 120 bowls. Encour-
nged by the $600 raised in one Junch period
at Bloomfield Hills Lahser, Hartom and his
wife Lisn Blackburn, manager of the educa-
tion studio at.the Detroit Inatitute of Arts,
decided to make it o national event.

“The school food drive was looking at
ways to make money so 1 spoke with my
wife about making some bowls and serving
soup and bread,” said Hartom, “We asked
them to keep the bowls ns a reminder of all
the empty bowls in the world.”

In 1991, Hartom and Blnckburn began n

Sparky Herbort's, and Tom's Oys

“Eifnpty Bowls"”

What: A fundralser whato guosts
purchaso a ceramic bowl for $10, $15
o $20 tnd dre sorved & mool of soup.
of brandt, Proceeda go to Giesners
Community Food Bark In Detrolt,
which sarves area agenclos feeding
he hungry, Partictpating restaurants
aro the Beverly Hills Grilt, Sindbad’s,

Bar. -
When: 5:30-7:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 6.

[ Wnete: Pewsblc Pottory, 10125 Eost

Jaftarson Avenue, Detrolt, For
Information, ¢l (313) B220954.

'

knew and thought it would be one day and
one year,” snid Hartom, o former Franklin
resident now living in Oxford. “We didn’t
raise n million but that first year there
was more than $200,000 to §300,000
raised. Everyone can be involved with the
fight for justice. Hunger really is an issue
of justice. Everyone can vote for leaders
who've d rated they're dedi 1 to
bringing about an end to hunger”

That same year then Pewabic exceutive
director Ron Streitz initinted Empty Bowls
at the historic pottery to benefit Gleaners
Community Food Bank. On Friday, Nov. 6,
400 bowls will be available for a donation

Plcusc seo BOWLS, C2

PUOTD 8T ROSE HoLOviM

Spinning away: Diana Faris
works on a bow! at Pewabic
Pottery. She led an effort by vol-
unteers to create more than 125
bowls for a fund-raiser to bene-
fit the hungry.



