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MEAP:

BY TiM RICHARD
STAFF WRITER
trichard@oc.iamecomn.net

Don't compare the 1998 test
scores to carlier public achool
results on the Michigan Educa-
tional Assessment Program
results, say stato officinls.

“They arcn't comparable to
previous years' results,” Chris
Schram of the Department of
Education staff told the State
Board of Education Nov. 6. “The
teats are shorter. They're given
at n different time of yeor (April
through June to 11th graders).
And we have different defini-
tions of the standards.”

Nevertheless, the board's news
relense said, “We are pleased by
the continued progress shown by
the number of students who
meet Michigan's standards.
There arc still teo mony stu-
dents who are not able to reach
those standards, and we are
working to correct thot.”

State officials see three prob-
lems:

8 Large pockets of students

Officials say don’t compare 1998 results

who, with parental approval,
refuse to take the tests in math,
acience, reading and writing.

“1 keep hearing that college
and busincsaes don't pay atten-
tion to the test results,” said
Dorothy  Beardmore, R-
Rechester, the board's senior
member, “Neither is accurate.
The business community in
Berrien County hos made con-
certed efforts to use them. Some

ery, in particular, that students
have mastered academic materi-
a), not merely sat in classes for
12 yenrs and collected o paper
diploma.

MEAP tests have a sccond
purpose: to guide curriculum
without micro-managing what
math or liternture courses n
schoal provides.

“These scores are important to
the state, to the school and to

higher ed 1 inst
are using results for placement
purposes.”

Herb Moyer, D-Temperance,
one of the newer members,
agreed that skipping the tests “is

a phenomenon of the last two or:

three years.”

“I want to get at this issuc of
taking the test,” said Art Ellis,
superintendent of public instruc-
tion and head of the Education
Department.

Students 'in afflucnt suburbs
such s Birmingham and
Northville have boycotted MEAP
teats in droves. The tests nre
designed to g tee

ploy

the stude dmore said.

@ Low scores by minorities.
Take math, for example,

Blacks had 3.2 percent
“exceeding standards”™ (highest
scere) and nearly 60 percent “not
endovsed” (failing). Whites had
more than 24 percent “exceed-
ing” and 16 percent failing.

Asian and Pacific Islander stu-
dents topped the white scores at
the top of the scale.

“Very upsctting,” said board
president Knthleen Straus, D-
Detroit. “We have to concentrate
our resources.” Later she added,
“We've got to look beyond the
school” for reesons.
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Available in a sodel so tiny.
it's practicatly invisible!

PRISMA

Not just digital.
Siomans digitat,
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Siemens, the world's largest hearing aid
manufacturer and global leader in digital sound
processing technology, introdsices PRISMA™, its
Jully digital hearing aid that has over
18,000,000,000,000,000,000 hearing scitings o
help improve the way you hear.
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« Digital sound processing that surpasses CDs for

]
g

prove

ing alt day.

P

you.

« PRISMA automatically adapts to changing
situations - there's no need for a volume wheel
or remote control device.

« Interactive, individualized adjustments ~ we use
a computer to custom-adjust PRISMA 1o your
hearing loss. while 1t's in your ¢ar, so you help
determine the adjustments that sound right to

call now for a FREE Brochure!

SPECIAL 3-DAY EVENT

FREE Personal Demonstrations
of Siemens Prisma Technology!
November 11, 12, 13

Please call toda;
2

48-477-6682

Lucas Hearing Aid Service
Serving The Detroit Metro Area Since 1959
31148 Grand River * Farmirigton Hills

Ono block oast of Orchard Loke Rd. on the North Sido of Grand River.
Parking is in tho rear, oll of Violet Streat.

(248) 477-6682

y! Appointients are limited!

M ‘The tests are short-
ar. They're given at a
different time of year
(April through June to

-11th graders).’

Chris Schram
—State Board of Education

B Press handling.

Dr. Diane Smolen of the
department staff was unhappy
that some large newspapers got
the MEAP results before the
State Board got it. “We wish
schools would have a week™ to
study them before thev became
public. But individual school dis-
tricts and intermedinte districts
chose to make them available a
week prior to the Stote Board
meeting.

“It's uncontrollable,” said Elfis.
“There nre 500 school districts.

There will always be some who
release them early. ¥

There no longer is a problem,
Ellis went on, about the content
of the tests. “Everybody who has
looked at these tests says they're
good.”

Schram of the depoartment
staff agreed thav the tests, par-
ticularly math, were “practical
life problem solving™ questions.

For example: How much will it
cost a group of three adults and
two students to visit an aquari-
um on a Wednesdny when there
ia o special price? Normal tickets
are $11.25 for adults, $8.25 for
seniors ond student and $5 for
children 3-12.

The catch is that on Wednes-
doy thero's a $2 discount for a
third adult when you buy two
adult tickets at the regular price.

Correct answer: $48.25. But
the student must get more than
the number — he or she must
elso explain it and see patterns

of mathematical relationshipa.

Another math question is
about a residential lot measur-
ing 120 by 100 feet. The lot has o
40 by GO house, a 25 by 25
garnge and a 25 by 50 driveway.
The owner wonts to re-seed the
lawn.

Which estimatc is. cheaper —
the Greenery's at a flat $750 or
the Lawn Shop’s at 10 cents a
foot. This reporter’'s answer:,
Lawn Shop bid would be
$812.50, so Greenery's $750 is
cheaper. .

There are four levels of MEAP. ;
scores: “exceeded” standords, -
“met” standards, “at basic level” >
and “not endorsed.” The first :
three are congidered passing. .
Michigan 11th graders got thes

prssing scores:
58.9 percent in reading. i
60.5 percent in moth, :
51.7 percent in science. M

56.6 percent in writing.
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with merger headaches.

Member FDIC

Do you know wh

A lot of businesses got a new bank recently.
Unfortunately, many of those businesses

Metrobank customers have never had to deal

It’s 9:31 am on Wall
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didn’t get to choose their new banking banks,  built
partner.  And now they're feeling a litle acquisitions,
concerned.

With four convenient locations and over 35
vears in the business, we're committed to -
serving our customers, not Wall Street.

Metrobank

“Ready For The Future...Today”

Our customers

(248) 474-6400

wwwv.metrobanker.com
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enjoy superior service from one of Oakland
County's last locally owned community
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