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Translating

the language
of dance

it never catches Barbara

N ovember is a snenky month. But

Selinger off guard or out of
breath. A dancer always finde ways to

remain limber.

On a bone-chilling November morn-
ing, when most of us take a couple
extra shots of espresso to forget about
chronic back pain, Sclinger stands in
front of o mirror in her downtown
Detroit dance atudio.

Forget the caffeine. File away the
excuses, Drop the thesaurus. Sclinger
of Farmington Hills is looking for a
new language. A vernacular of ges-

t

ured.
She'll readily admit that she's been

dancing since she was 3. Sho won't as
readily admit that when she was 3
Truman was prez, and Elvis had yet

What: Detroit
Dancu Collactive
1n Concert,
foaturing
choreography
artistic directors
Barbueo Selinger
snd Paulo Kramer
‘When: 8 p.1.
Friday-Satutday,
November 1314
Where: Adray
Theotes, Henry
Ford Community
College, McKenzie
Fine Arts Building,
5101 Evergreen,,
Doatborm

Tieketa: $12,

seniors/sludents, |
(313) se5354a

Wha: "Express
Yourself,” A Multi-
Arts Workshop for
iha Famlly (for
200 7 & up}
When: 10 2.m, to
noon, Soturdoy,
Nov. 14’

Whete: Longocio
House, 24705
Farmington Rood,
hotween 10 & 11
Mile ronds

Cost: $10,
Individuals; $20,
amity {two . -
mambors); (248)
477-8404, 00 - -
{313y 0653514 .-

to shake his pelvis.

While some
dancers might
have long ago been
convinced of gravi-
ty and time's
immutable laws,
Selinger rolls on
her tights and per-
severes.

Set the coffee
nside. Stare into
the mirror. And
stretch.

On the edge
This weckend,
Detroit DpnceCol-

lective will per-
form chorcography
by Selinger and co-
founder Paula
Kramer, Like &
series of cavorting
metaphors, the
new dances are
entitled “Life
Farms,” “Duncing
On A Linc In
Time,” and
“Unknown
Sequence.”
Originally creat-
ed for video,
Selinger has re-
choreographed
“Life Forms™ for
the stage. And like
many other of her

signature dances, her lateat steps
draw on various ort forms, including
poetry and Gaelic music.

“Pgula and I came from traditional
background,” snid Selinger.

“We try to be on the edge, but still
maintain the tradition.[Ultimntely,
good choreography is ggod regardless

of the atyle.”

Selinger calls her latest dance n
blend of the physical and metophysi-
cal, the real and surreal.

“I'm just kind of curious,” she said.
“But I'm not good with words, *

Naturally, her verse is translated to

body language.

Plonsc sco CONVERSATIONS, C2

Opening up: Elaine Gurian, acting director of
Cranbrook Institute of Science, and Michael
Stafford, head of Cranbrool’s science division,
stand in front of a life-size Mastodon.

Iast from the past: A 1

{cd
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BY FRANK PROVENZANO o

What: Five now permanent
exhibits, entitled “Our
Dynamic Earth®

Wherto: Cranbrook Institute of
Scienco, 1221 N.

fprovenzano&oc.homecom.uet

hen Robert Gavin assumed the

post of president of Cranbrook last

September, it was generally agreed

that it'd take about a year before his vision
Py oo = n

Ave., Sloomficld Hills
Admlssion: $7, edults; $4.
children/saniors.
Hours: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
dally, (248) £45-3200
Highlights
n [ 68 Qvor Timo -
Tho evolutionary relationship
, | betweon dinogaurs snd birds,
testuring » 15-foot-tall
Tyrannosourus rex life-sizo
ckaloton.

s Theater -
State-ofthe-arl theoter lotho-
tound with thres projections
setated to featured oxhibits on
screend.

ol Ice Ages Coma and Go -
The geologleaf transformation
of the reglon from the ko
Age, footuring an cumated
idee on how Michigen came
10 bo shapod fike a mitten.
W Mastodens Did Not Survive
- Lonen why the Mastodons
becamo extinat, and what

for the p
would becomo clear.

While Cranbrook supporters may suggest
that nfter 14 months in the post Gavin
shouldn't be bound by an arbitrary dead-
line, the impatient public at-large has a dif-
ferent response: “Time's up.”

In the past year - unlike few other times
in its 71-year history — Cranbrook has lnid
clnim s & destination point, not just for
students and benefactors, but for the gen-
eral public starved for cultural experiences.

This weekend's opening of the five newly
installed permnnent, intcractive exhibits,
at the Cranbrook Institute of Science is a
decisive statement about the new direction
of a.place that conjures notiona of wealth,
privilege, and ~ considering the formerly
stodgy natural history exhibits - archeolog-
ical mustinesa.

After much consideration, physical recon-
struction and an investment of niiltions of
dollars, those timeworn percoptions hava

5-foot Tyrannosaurus rex skeleton greets vi
installed permanent exhibits area in the expanded museum.

Cranbrook Institute of
Science unveils new
vision, 21st-century
interactive-museum. ..
STAFF WRITER

size Mostodon, and a futuristic theater that
presents a foscinating 3D overview of the
exhibita.

But this isn't n case of MTV meeta Dar-
win..Nor is it a hybrid of Disney and the
Discovery Channel.

This is science education in the age of
interactivity, and information overlond. The
challenge, of course, 8 to relate basic scien-
tific principles to day-t §

For Michacl Stafford, head of Cran-
brook's scienco division, the new exhibita is
a caso of modern-day time travel.

“How can you bring people to the distant
past without literally taking them there?”
said Stafford,

“When we look nround, we believe we've
brought them there.” . :

‘Phe Institute of Science hos expanded by
more than 60 percent to 96,000 square feet
in o sleek, engaging $27-million annex
designed by renown architect Stoven Holl.

With a gritty contemporary nesthetic and
an interactive playfulness, the neweat
exhibits fenture what is commanly referred
to as The Cranbrook Factor — the engaging
blend of scientific principles with artfully
designed presentations by o group of Cran-

“Wo've approached the exhibits with a
" said Elaine Gurian, act-

wates, from molecutor
ructure Lo determining the
smount of water in yous body.

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
BTAFF WRITF:!
fprovenzano@oc.homecom.net

The Muir String Quartet has not only
built a sterling worldwide reputation for
intonations of the
Becthoven quartets, but they've developed
their own interpretation of how to attract

their sonsitive

crossover audiences.

The quartet, which includes three mem-
bers of tho Boston Symphony, will perform
this Saturday at Orchestra Hall,

The concert fentures the quartet along
with pianist Randall Hedgkinson in Schu-
bert's famous Piano Quintet in A major,
Iy referred to as the “Trout Quar-

Timeless: Dancer Barbara

Selinger’s choreography and
teaching has inspired audi-
ences and many dancers.

tet” i

“They're not only all actomplished per-
formers, but they're committed to educat-
ing their nudiences,” saifl Lois Beznos,
president of the Chamber] Music Socioty,
which opened its 55th season in October
with the Juilliard String Quartet.

part of tho museum, the new exhibits offer
a 21st-century senaibility and an entertain-
ing appeal, including a 15-foot T. Rex, a life-

Ahelr foss from (he plonet been traneformed.

toaches sbout Lhe current N brook artists.
u.cf.ll;s:' 1o ke Nothing Elsa Visual freshness

~ A mitsocosmis and While those old 1950s-style 1 visual frest
everyday of hibits avo being r ped in the older

ing director of the Institute of Science.
That's not an easy task, especially in the
world of musoums where exhibits have a

Pleaso see MUSEUM, C2
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String Quartet’s environment beyond the classics

of Detroit prosants The Mulr Siring
Quortet, Jolnud by pianiet Rendoll

Borker. '

proconcert forum, *Tho Changing
CDs,” ot B:45 p.m.

‘Where: Orchostra Hall, 3741
{248) 737.9980

in G mojor, opus 77}
Piano Quiniet in A major, D, B67.

Bloomfleld Tawnship Librory, 1099
Lona Plna Road (at Maple Road),
Bloomfiald Hilla, . .

What: The Chamber Music of Sectety

HoogkInson ond string bassist Edwin
Whan: 8 p.m, Soturday, Nav. 14, with a
Process of Rocording Chambar Music

Woodward Ave. Detrolt
Tickets: $15-$40; (313) 876.5111, or

it Mozart's Plano Quartet in G
minor, K. 478; Dvorak's String Quintet
nd, Schutiert's

R Previow teclurs by music historion
John Gulnn ~ 3 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 8,

The “education” takes on two distinct
forms — pre-concert talks about chamber
music and the Muir String Quartet's
rather subtle activist campaign to build
environmental awnreness,

their celebrity status to point public atten-
tion to the plight of the Rain Forest, the
Muir String Quartet builda environmental
awnrencss one concert audience at a time.

From pop to jozz to classical, the bottom-
line driven recording industry continues to
search for those cvasive crossover nrtists
to maximize audience “snles appenl.”

Perhaps the most recent storied cross-
over appeal was the Three Tenors world-
wide success in bringing arins and operatic
phrasing to the mainstream,

But perhaps once of the most ambitious
pallination undertakinga in the classical
music world is the Muir String Quartet's

P —— Y
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While pop stars such us Sting have used ’

Farmington Dbserver
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Create your
own film
festival

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
BTAFF WRITER
hgallagher@oc.homecomm.net

Elliot Wilhelm says his new
“Videohound's World Cincma: The
Adventurer's Guide to Movie Watch-
ing” is designed so that readers can
create their film festival,

Wilhelm, director of the Detroit
Film Theater Scrics at the Detroit
Inntitute of Arts, has brought his
passion for movies to a lively, opin-
ionated and entertaining guide to
800 farcign films. The guide, priced
at $19.95, is the latest in a series of
successfu) VideoHound and Musi-
cHound guides from Farmington
Hills publisher Visible Ink, an
imprint of The Gale Group.

Visible Ink publisher Martin Con-
nors appraached Wilhelm two years
ago about doing n guide bascd on
Wilhelm's experience of bringing-
exciting foreign and independent
films to Detroit for the past 25 yeors.

The guide features n capsule
review of the films, vital statistics,
recommendations for similar films
viewers might like and information
on how to rent videos that might not
be reedily available at your local
video store.

The book is well organized and
includes several indexes for cross ref-
erencing. In nddition to the capsule
reviews, Wilhelm includes short per-
sonality profiles on such prominent
figures as Japnnese actor Toshiro
Mifune, Chinese actress Gong Li and
French director Louis Malle and the
legendary Luis Bunuel.

What the book does not have is a
rating system.

“It's something I've never been
fond of, though VideoHound has used
4 rating system in its other books,”
Withelm said. “What we found with
my book, through the process of
whittling down from thousands of
titles, was that films I was selecting
were mostly films I really liked. The
vast majority would have a really
high rating and it would be redun-
dunt wnd superfluous to have them
rated. One of my problems with rat-

ings is that it's not as simple as lik-
ing or disliking and we hope people
would explore.”

Wilhelm does make his likes and
dislikes perfectly clear. He bluntly
dismisses films that he finds offen-
sive, exploitative or trite and senti-
mental, But the majority of films are
treated with the insight of an admir-
er and the knowledge of a film histo-
rinn.

Please sce CINEMA, C2

Musical conservationists: The
world-renowned Muir String
Quartet has been praised by
eritics for its “impeccable voic-
ing and intonation." The group
donates net proceeds from CD
sales to environmental causcs.




